Service of
Worship
November 27, 2022 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Welcome
to Ebenezer!
+ GATHERING +
Our worship is “liturgical” - a
fancy word meaning that worship
is the work we do together. We
sit, stand, kneel, sing and
respond—all to add our
movements and voices to the
thankful chorus of the whole
Church.

Restrooms are found in the

reception area. Exit sanctuary by
the double doors by pulpit and
follow portico to the double doors
on your left.

Devices for the hearing
impaired are located on

designated pews. For assistance,
please see an usher.

First Sunday of Advent

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
Who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen

Let us prepare the way of the Lord
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory.
Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and made new. Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.

We stand and face the processional cross.

Hymn:

ELW 257

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Verses 1 and 2

VENI, EMMANUEL

Greeting

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Advent Canticle
Hymn:
ELW 254

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

JEFFERSON

Prayer of the Day

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
We sit.

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Sing verse one before candle is lit; sing second verse after candle is lit.

Leader: The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In
commemoration of that coming, we light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas and
reflect on the coming of Christ. It is significant that the church has always used that
language—the coming of Christ—because it speaks to a deep truth. Christ is
coming. Christ is always coming, always entering a trouble world, a wounded heart. And so
we light the first candle, the candle of hope, and dare to express our longing for peace, for
healing, and the well-being of all creation.
Loving God, as we enter this Advent season,
we open all the dark places in our lives and memories to the healing light of Christ.
Show us the creative power of hope.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you,
that we may walk in the light of Christ.
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Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.)

First Reading: Isaiah 2: 1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house
of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
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+ Word +
From our Old and New
Testament readings, we
hear words of promise and
fulfillment.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 13: 11-14

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on
the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.
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Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We stand.
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Gospel Acclamation
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.
In our hearing of the
Gospel, God is
announcing Good
News in our midst.

Gospel: Matthew 24: 36-44

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit.

Sermon

Pastor Joanna Gragg

We stand.

Hymn
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ELW 435

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
HELMSLEY

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
After the assisting minister introduces the prayers, we stand or kneel
as able for the petitions and respond with the chorus below.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The presiding minister concludes the prayers. Amen.
We sit.

Anthem (10:30)

+ Offering +
Until we resume passing
the offering plate, we
invite you to use this
time to reflect on how
you’ve experienced and
shared God’s generosity.
Our offering plates are
located at each entrance.

An Advent Alleluia

Offertory Hymn: ELW 182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Prayer (10:30)

Eternal God,
you make the desert bloom
and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love
for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior.
Amen
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Great Thanksgiving
Communion(8:30 spoken, 10:30 chant)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer

+ Meal+
What is Holy
Communion?
In the Sacrament of Holy
Communion, we are joined
to Christ and his disciples
at the Last Supper. In this
meal, we receive forgiveness,
reconciliation, and the
promise of eternal life.

Invitation to Communion

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
We sit
Please wait for the Usher’s invitation to come forward to receive communion via the
center aisle. We will commune one side of the church at a time.
After receiving communion, please return to your seat via the side aisle.

How we Commune
Please come down the center
aisle at the usher’s invitation.
You may commune (standing)
at the station beside the
baptismal font or (kneeling) at
the altar. In either case, please
pick up an empty cup from the
tray at the head of the aisle.
You will receive the bread
first, and then your cup will be
filled from the pouring chalice.
Bowls are available on either
side of the sanctuary for
empty cups. Please return to
your pew by the side aisle.
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Songs for Communion
Hymn: ELW 245
Creator of the Stars of Night
Hymn: ELW 247
Come Now, O Prince of Peace
Hymn: ELW 258
Unexpected and Mysterious
When all have returned to their places, we stand or kneel.
Communion Blessing
Prayer after Communion

Faithful God,
in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

+ Sending +

Amen.

Blessing
Our worship service
ends and our service in
the world begins. We
go forth to gladly tell
what we have seen and
heard!

Hymn ELW 244

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is near.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

If you prefer to contribute to the ministries of Ebenezer
electronically, you may use the QR code above to connect with
the online giving page on the website.
https://ebenezerlutheran.org/giving/
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