Thursday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
will be offered online
Since we are not able to gather as one (in-person)
we'll gather around our televisions, computers, or any
device you use to access the internet to celebrate
Christmas Eve virtually.
We've assembled The Palmetto Brass, tuned the
organ, and will have decked the halls for a Christmas
Eve online service. Everything is recorded in advance,
but will air "live" at 7pm on Christmas Eve via
YoutTube.
You'll receive a bulletin online (or by mail, by request)
to follow along and sing your favorite hymns, listen to
cherished Bible verses, and you won't miss the twinkle
of Silent Night in Ebenezer's holy space.

Join us from near and far, as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ!
for CHRISTMAS EVE
SMALL GROUP HOLY COMMUNION
This year we will have opportunities for individuals and families to celebrate Holy Communion
on Christmas Eve in a small group setting. These will be offered throughout the daylight hours
on December 24, and we will create enough opportunities for everyone who wishes to take part.
Please watch for the email announcement and the SignUp Genius during the third week in
December, and reserve your place as soon as possible, so that we will know how many spaces to
provide. All of our safety protocols will remain in place for Christmas Eve, so kindly wear a mask
and sit in the designated areas and keep a safe distance from others!

Pastor’s Page

“the light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it!”

Dear Ebenezer Family and Friends,
Christmas is a time for voices – the voices of choirs and carolers, the voices of young children,
and the voices of ancient prophets. Through all of these voices God speaks to us a Word that
is so remarkable, so world-changing, and so unexpected that we can scarcely comprehend it.
The eternal God and creator of the universe speaks the Word that becomes flesh and dwells
among us. And so darkness and death are overcome, now and forever, through the brilliant
light of Jesus Christ.
This will be a Christmas unlike any other for our family of faith. Our commitment during this
public health crisis has been to err on the side of caution for the health and safety of all of our
members, but also to seek innovative ways to connect you to the Sacraments and the Word
and to each other. We pray that our pre-recorded Christmas Eve worship will allow you to celebrate the Incarnation of Jesus Christ in the warmth and safety of your own home, perhaps
surrounded by loved ones who worship with you, but certainly surrounded by the prayers and
warm wishes of your brothers and sisters in Christ.
On the front page of this newsletter is a description of small group Holy Communion opportunities during the day on Christmas Eve. This could be an opportunity for you to worship in
a smaller, intimate setting, and to enjoy our worship space decorated for Christmas, or to take
family pictures beside the Chrismon tree.
As you enjoy all of the voices of Christmas this year, I pray that you will hear a Word of hope.
It is the hope that has renewed and invigorated the hearts and spirits of the faithful each
Christmas Eve, but this year it is hope for all who are weary with pandemic fatigue, all who are
exhausted from teaching and learning, all who are lonely and isolated, all who are grieving the
loss of loved ones or occasions, and all who are fearful. The Voice of God will once again this
Christmas Eve sound through our hymns, through our prayers, and through our sacred scriptures, and will ring most clearly in John’s assurance that “the light shines in the darkness and
the darkness did not overcome it!”

On behalf of our staff and Church Council, I wish you the warmest of Christmas blessings,
and blessed 2021!
-Pastor Paul

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came
to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. elw p. 52
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VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PAGAENT
CHRISTMAS SNAPSHOTS
So, imagine you're looking at a photo album of Mary and Joseph's
journey to the manger, or maybe their Instagram and Facebook
stories. This year we're asking anyone and everyone to help us
create the photo timeline of the birth of Jesus by adopting
different sections of the play, taking pictures or videos of themselves dressed up as the characters, finally sending it in the be combined into the most virtual
Christmas pageant ever. We need you to go to the Sign up link (https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090e44a9ab22a2fa7-virtual) and let us know if you will participate.
The final video will be posted, Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 p.m.
on the church YouTube sight, found through the blue "Live Stream Now" link on our website.
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And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,
so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:8

4

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET
NOVEMBER 17 VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
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* Welcome new members, Larry Nichols and Bert
Richardson, who joined in November.
* Thank you to all who participated in person or
by absentee ballot in the November 8
Congregation Meeting. The following are the
results of the voting and elections:
- The motion to adopt the 2021 Spending Plan
was approved.
- Elected to Council: Mitchell Goldsmith, Lisa
McClain, Grace Metzgar and Linda Smith Shealy.
- Elected to the Foundation Board of
Directors: Linda Fellers and Nancy Tuten.
* Installation of New Council and Foundation
Board members will be on Sunday, December 6.
* The date of the Congregation Annual Meeting
is Sunday, February 28, 2021.
* Improvements to "traffic flow" in the sanctuary
is an ongoing work in progress. We continue to
change the flow, especially for Holy Communion,
in an effort to promote social distancing and
prevent congestion. Please continue be mindful of
social distancing at church and try to stay six feet
apart. Also, please continue to wear a mask for
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FROM THE ARCHIVES:
CHRISTMAS AT EBENEZER
1931 - First Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service in SC (pictured)
1950 - The decorated sanctuary was the
cover photo of State Magazine
1963 - Chrismons made by our members
were added to the trees
1981 - Christmas Eve Service televised on
WIS-TV
Several years later Palmetto Brass
and handbells were added the service.

FINANCE REPORT
Spending Plan Contributions received November 01 - 10, 2020:
(Worship, Mail-In Offerings & Electronic Contributions)
*ELC needs an average of $14,482/week for Spending Plan

$

Year to Date Total Offerings and Other Income through October 31, 2020
Year to Date Total Spent on Ministry through October 31, 2020
Net Income (Loss) through October 31, 2020

$ 615,143
$ 599,730
$ 15,414

Debt Obligations
2007 Renovation Loan
(Pay-Off Date July 05, 2023; 4.00% Interest Rate)

$ 156,292

29,141

2020 Contribution Posting Deadlines: In order to have your contributions or other gifts to Ebenezer
posted to your 2020 record of giving, they MUST (1) be placed in the offering plate not later than Sun,
Dec 27 OR (2) hand-delivered to the church office by noon on Thurs, Dec 31 OR (3) postmarked on or
before Dec 31, 2020.
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Giving Stock to the Church: Many people choose to give stocks instead of cash for their support of the
church budget or for special gifts. It's easy to do and avoids capital gains tax, with the donor receiving full
credit for the value of the stock as a donation to the church. If you are interested in this process please
contact Phil Bingenheimer in the church office for instructions for your broker.

Thank-you...
Dear Ebenezer Family,
Thank you so very much for all the “Get-Well-Cards”
and “Get-Well Telephone Calls”. Thank you again
and I hope so very much to see everybody in person
very soon.
Yours,
-Karin Winstead

Remember these special members
with a greeting card or a telephone call
Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & Marilyn
Havird, Marilyn Minick, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata;
Amara Place: Jo Creason; Heritage at Lowman:
Augusta Ellsworth, Helen Sanders; Presbyterian
Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce O'Sheal; Rice Estate:
Ione Hildebrand; Wellmore: June Metz

Member Updates
Confirmed - November 1
Camille Bokesch, Sophia Metzgar
New Members Received - November 8
Larry Nichols, Bert Richardson

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of November 15
Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In memory of Julian Wise, Ruth Counts, Katherine
Struthers, David Wertz, Martha Trotti, Jean Rhyne,
Betsy Moon, John Byrd, Katheryn Dasher King, Sandra
Lewis, Nita Mercer, Renate Moore by Joel Hiller
*In memory of Renate Moore by Annette Metz, Stephen
& Susan Peeples, Ann Sease, David & Beth Lever,
Buddy & Ellen Bateman
*In memory of Nita Mercer by Howard & Debbie
Seale, Buddy & Ellen Bateman, Tom & Nancy Tuten
*In memory of Sandra Lewis by Joe Kern, Ginger Kern
& Mary Kern, Craig & Millie Brandt, David &
Carolyn Donges, Elizabeth Padget, Ann Sease, David &
Martha Cobb, Howard & Debbie Seale, Buddy & Ellen
Bateman, David & Beth Lever
*In memory of Kathryn Dasher King by Philip
Bingenheimer, Buddy & Ellen Bateman
*In memory of John Byrd by Buddy & Ellen Bateman
*In honor of Judy Woolly by David & Beth Lever
*In honor of Dawn Hiller on her birthday by Joel Hiller
Foundation *In memory of Betsy Moon by Erin
Sweatman

Member Care
*In memory of Renate Moore and Nita Mercer by
Roger & Linda Davis
*In memory of Sandra Lewis and Renate Moore by
Lydia Circle
*In honor of by Roger Davis’ birthday by The Warren
Group
Music Fund *In memory of Nita Mercer by Paul &
Gail Phillips
Patrons Friends of the Arts
*In memory of Sandra Lewis by Joyce Lybrand
*In memory of Renate Moore by Joyce Lybrand, Debbie
Hughes, David & Martha Cobb, Susan McArver, Joe
& Gwen Shealy, Euenla Sloan, Lydia Circle, Tom &
Nancy Tuten
*In honor of the marriage of Mitchell Goldsmith &
David Turner by Nonie Price
Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund
*In memory of Nita Mercer by Elizabeth Padget, David
& Martha Cobb, Jerry & Elizabeth Ashcraft, Charles
& Diane Phillips
*In memory of Russel McCauley by Elizabeth Padget v
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