Pastor’s Page

We have a lot of work to do! Joyful work, faithful work, and
exactly the work God is calling us to do, but, a lot of work!

First, let me say that when the history of 2020 at Ebenezer has been written it will NOT be a story of
how the global pandemic derailed or disrupted or destroyed our congregation’s ministry. It will be a
story of God’s generosity, and a story of the faithful resilience of the Saints of God at Ebenezer.
Second, I believe that the history of 2020 and beyond will reveal how the challenges of this year have
opened up new possibilities and opportunities for service. I am absolutely convinced that the next ten
years of our ministry together will be flavored by our experience together during the COVID crisis.
And third, let me share with you what I believe are the urgent challenges that await us as we move forward. Let these thoughts be an invitation to add your own reflections about the work we are called to
do next.
Worship is the work of the people We have a rich liturgical tradition that blends the voices of
worshipers and leaders in a way that reminds us that worship is not a spectator activity but the
work of the whole People of God. COVID 19 has made it much easier for us to think of ourselves as spectators rather than worshipers. We will have to work hard to recover our sense of
worship as a ministry we do together!
Holy Communion is the heart of our life together Over the last 50 years we have learned to
cherish Holy Communion as the heart of our worship experience each week. As a safety precaution we did not commune together in March, April and May, and we communed only in a
limited way through the summer months. We will have to work hard to recover our sense of
Eucharist as the richness and nourishment of our weekly worship.
Koinonia is the strength of the Body of Christ We are a community, and together we are the
members of the Body of Christ. Our relationships and our connectedness are gifts and signs of
our unity in Christ. The New Testament word, “Koinonia” expresses what happens when
God’s people are together in relationships of love and mutual support. We will have to work
hard to overcome the isolation and separation of 2020 and realize again the richness of our
fellowship.
Boundaries of our work and witness have changed Our witness to the Gospel is now accessible
to people beyond the geographical boundaries of our community, and beyond the time boundaries of our 10:30 service. Worship, Bible study, and fellowship groups can include people beyond the traditional definitions of “parish.” We will have to work hard to extend the boundaries or our work and witness.
And yet we are, now more than ever, called to be a witness to this community The global pandemic has had a profound effect on the community that surrounds us, and the consequences
of this crisis will echo through our neighborhood for years. We will have to work hard to discern how we will witness to the generous love of God in our community at this time.
… continued on page 3

2

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in our image;
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. elw p. 50

FAMILY PROMISE OF THE MIDLANDS CONTINUES THE IMPORTANT WORK
OF SUPPORTING THOSE WHO ARE EXPERIENCING HOUSING INSTABILITY

This year, in place of the annual Family Promise of the Midlands Gala,
NBA Hall-of-Famer Alex English is hosting a celebrity golf tournament
to benefit Family Promise of the Midlands
Monday, October 26
Cobblestone Park Golf Club - Blythewood
To register to play in the tournament, www.familypromisemidlands.org
To volunteer for the event, contact Laura Bro at lauracbro@gmail.com
To sponsor a tee or a hole, contact Brooke Chehoski at brooke.chehoski@gmail.com
To donate items for the raffle & auction, contact Betty Melvin at bmelvin803@aol.com
Such as a weekend getaway at a vacation home, a gift basket, a gift card for a local service/experience.

GARAGE SALE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
8 am –1 pm
Parish Life Center
We are still collecting items for the garage sale. Household items, furniture, sports equipment,
electronics, tools, art, kitchen and yard items. Also, jewelry, shoes, purses and other accessories. We'll
take almost anything except clothes. Space has been designated on the stage for donations, but please
contact Diane Oliver or other church staff regarding times when someone will be present to let you in.
We welcome help on the day of the sale or for set-up and pricing the day before.
To volunteer or for questions, contact Gaye Betcher 803-520-8101/cell 803-603-9971.
*All mandated restrictions such as masks, social distancing, limited number in gym at one time, etc...
will be observed for the set up and sale.

Pastor’s Page...continued from page 2
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find an introduction to our fall stewardship response. The commitments we make this fall will go a long way toward accomplishing the work described above. We are asking for new giving that totals about $1,000 per week in order to grow and maintain our digital ministry
presence, retire our debt, and breath new life into existing ministries. Our Stewardship Response process
will invite you to increase your giving in 2021, and will ask only that you prayerfully consider meeting
that request.
This is longer than the usual pastoral newsletter article! But as I suggested, we have a lot of work to do. I
am excited and blessed to be your partner in this ministry, and I am energized by the thought of what we
will do next!
In Christ’s Peace
- Pastor Paul
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STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

"Reaching Beyond Boundaries"
BEGINS OCTOBER 18

The theme of this fall’s stewardship appeal is “Reaching Beyond Boundaries.” This
seems to be a very fitting expression of what our congregation has achieved during the
challenges of the pandemic. Faced with the physical barriers of social distancing, we have
found new ways to worship, to continue our mission and to stay connected with one
another.
“Reaching Beyond Boundaries” also captures the spirit of some exciting new ministry
initiatives being planned for 2021. You will be learning more about these opportunities
in the weeks ahead.
Ebenezer’s Stewardship Team has been working with church leadership to make this
year’s stewardship emphasis both informative and inspiring. Beginning Sunday, October
18, we will be communicating with you through letters, e-mails, Sunday worship services
and two special “virtual chats” via Zoom technology. On November 15, we will observe
Stewardship Commitment Sunday with a special worship service.
Please join our team in praying for a generous response to our stewardship appeal. Take
some time to prayerfully consider your own response as well. Our gifts support the many
ways the people of Ebenezer reach beyond boundaries every day to draw others to Christ.
- Mitchell Kneece, Stewardship Team Leader

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,
so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:8
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NEW GENERATION
Thursday - October 22
9:00am - 3:00pm
DAY RETREAT
Parish Life Center
Bible Study - Puzzles and Games
Lunch
Closing Worship with Holy Communion
Mark you calendars now.
RSVP Linda Davis 803.309.2406

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MET SEPTEMBER 15
VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
*The Service of Installation of The Reverend
Ginny Aebischer, Bishop of the South Carolina
Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
will be held online on Sunday, October 4 at
3:00pm. Your prayers and online presence are
requested.
*Evan Fitzsimmons, a first semester LTSS
seminarian, will be working with Pastor Paul at
Ebenezer this academic school year (2020-2021).

*Covid 19 safety precautions will be followed*

How does our congregational offering
sustain and advance the work of the
church?
“Stories of Faith in Action” is an annual
publication of the ELCA highlighting how God
changes lives through ministries funded by Mission Support. Mission Support is the portion of
your offering that Ebenezer shares with the SC
Synod, and the synod shares with the ELCA
churchwide organization.
See beautiful pictures and illustrations with
encouraging stories of faith and a message from
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.
This interactive
flipbook is
available at
ELCA.org/SOFIA.

*The refresher for 1925 Marion Street is nearing
completion, and we look forward to welcoming
more Lutheran Services of the Carolinas staff
members to the Ebenezer campus in October.

*Approved the Spending Plan for 2021 and the
Nominating Committee's slate of nominees for
Congregation Council and Foundation Board of
Directors. The slate of nominees, bios, and
proposed spending plan will be sent to members
for their review the last week of September by
electronic means as available or U.S. mail.
*Planning continues for the after worship forums
planned for October 4 and 11 to discuss the
spending plan and accept nominations from the
floor and the fall Annual Meeting of the
Congregation on November 8, 2020 to vote on
the spending plan and elect members to Council
and the Foundation. We are trying to plan for all
contingencies and changes brought about by the
pandemic - socially distanced in person, not in
person, nominations from the floor, and absentee
voting, etc.
Full minutes for every meeting are available by request.
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month, at
5:45 pm.
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WELCOME Evan Fitzsimmons
This year Ebenezer will serve as a field education site for our
seminary. Evan Fitzsimmons, a first year student, will be with
us on Sunday mornings to learn and assist with worship leader
ship. Evan is from Asheville, NC, graduated from Appalachian
State, and worked as an elementary school teacher and a
church youth leader before beginning seminary.
Welcome Evan!

From The Archives
In the Spirt of Halloween
A Little Ebenezer Cemetery Trivia
Have you ever heard of a ‘safety coffin?”
They were designed in the 18th century to prevent premature
burial. They were outfitted to allow the occupant to signal
that they had been buried alive. A string on the persons hand
led to a bell attached to a post nearby the grave site. This is
where the phrases “saved by the bell’, “you’re a dead ringer
for him” and “graveyard shift” began. There is one safety
coffin for sure in the Ebenezer cemetery, maybe more.

FINANCE REPORT
Spending Plan Contributions received 09.01.2020 - 09.15.2020
(Mail-In Offerings & Electronic Contributions)

$ 22,313

*ELC needs an average of $14,482/week for Spending Plan
Year to Date Total Offerings and Other Income through August 31, 2020 $497,960
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Year to Date Total Spent on Ministry through August 31, 2020

$461,606

Net Income (Loss) through August 31, 2020

$ 36,354

Debt Obligations
2007 Renovation Loan
(Pay-Off Date July 05, 2023; 4.00% Interest Rate)

$182,319

OFFICE HOURS AT EBENEZER
For safety and health reasons we have left the
outer doors to the Parish Education building
locked. If you wish to come by the Church
Office or meet with one of the staff you are
welcome to do that!
We ask that you call ahead of time so that we
can arrange to bring you into the building!

Remember these special members
with a greeting card or a telephone call
Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew,
Lodd & Marilyn Havird, Marilyn Minick,
Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata;
Amara Place: Jo Creason; Heritage at Lowman:
Augusta Ellsworth, Sandra Lewis, Helen Sanders;
Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce O'Sheal;
Rice Estate: Ione Hildebrand; Wellmore: June Metz

Our current "pandemic" office hours
Monday - Friday
10:00 - 3:00
Thank you for your patience
as we continue to tiptoe towards normal!

Member Update
Joined the Church Triumphant
+Kathryn Dasher King, August 28

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of September 21
Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In memory of Kathryn Dasher King by Stephen & Susan Peeples, Judy Woolly, Betty Park, Ann Sease, Euenla
Sloan, Elizabeth Padget, Thurmond & Barbara Sharpe, Ted & JoAnn Swanson, Annette Metz
*In memory of Anita Quante, Jack Ullom, Betsy Moon, Margaret Molock by Elizabeth Padget
Care Team *In memory of Kathryn Dasher King by Roger & Linda Davis, Doris Harrington

ELC Foundation
*In memory of Betsy Moon by Buddy & Ellen Bateman, Judy Woolly, South Carolina Property & Casualty
Insurance Guaranty Association, Jane Barnhill, Ken & Nelle Brown, Terry & Beth Swindler
Memorial Garden *In memory of Kathryn Dasher King by Bob & Beth Baucom, Annette Lewis
Pastors Discretionary Fund
*In memory of Jean Rhyne by Helen Sanders
*In honor of those who send cards to Leesa by Shirly Smith
Thanksgiving and Memorial *In memory of Russel McCauley by Judy Woolly v
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