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Pastor’s Page
Dear Members and Friends of Ebenezer
Lutheran Church,
As much as possible, our council and staff are
attempting to peer through the uncertainty of the
next twelve months and envision our ministry on
the other side of pandemic. We had dreams and
visions for 2020 that have been postponed or
revised, obviously, but we have also learned new
ways of being the Church together in the midst
of the COVID 19 crisis, and many new ways of
connecting and serving that we hope to continue
as we move forward.
One of the joys of these summer weeks has been
working with our stewardship consultant, the
Rev. Mike Ward. He has encouraged us to focus
on stories of abundance that we have accumulated through this period of time that we minister
from home. Surprisingly, it hasn’t been all that
hard to find examples of the abundance we’ve
experienced since mid-March! Here are some of
the ways I’ve experienced God’s abundance and
generosity in the past four months (and I invite
you to add your own!):
*Abundance in our Financial Giving There
is an inescapable financial reality to our life together in Christ. We have a large and historically
significant property to maintain, a staff to compensate, and ministries to sustain. Our first fear,
once we realized the magnitude of this crisis, was
that it would be difficult to continue and uphold
the quality of our ministry. This challenge will
remain before us for the foreseeable future, but
we have been overwhelmed and uplifted by the
generosity of our members and friends who have
continue to support this ministry.
*Abundance of Spirit We’ve experienced
from our members and friends a spirit of
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positivity and resilience, trusting that God will
see us through this and every adversity.
*Abundance of Generosity Stewardship involves not only our financial gifts but our precious gifts of time and talent as well. We have
consistently had more volunteers then we have
had opportunities to put them to work. From
simple phone calls to check on our most vulnerable members, to volunteer shoppers and boxstuffers for our virtual Disciple Camp, we have
experienced an abundance of willing volunteers
for ministry.
*Abundance in Relationships This period of
separation has revealed even more clearly the
depth of relationships in our congregation, and
the value of those relationships in shaping our
mutual sense of mission. To paraphrase an early
thought of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, we should never
take for granted the gift of Christian community.
*Abundance of God’s Gifts to us in Worship
In the absence of Holy Communion, God has
revealed an abundance of new ways to connect
and worship. Member-created daily devotions,
daily Facebook content in April and May, frequent recorded and streaming services, telephone
worship with our non-internet members, and
virtual Sunday morning coffee fellowship have all
reminded us of the flexibility and versatility of
God’s Word.
We do not have a God who has given us nothing,
but a God who gives us everything. I’m thankful
for the many signs of God’s abundance and generosity that we’ve experienced during the pandemic, and I’m thankful that the God of abundance continues to provide for us!
In Christ’s Peace
-Pastor Paul

OUTDOOR
WORSHIP
Sunday
July 12
Two hawks
even joined us
from their
perch on the
steeple cross.
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EBENEZER IS THE PROUD RECIPIENT OF ONE OF THE
HISTORIC COLUMBIA 2020 PRESERVATION AWARDS.
This award is presented in honor of the work completed
to restore the exterior doors, paint the chapel ceiling, and
replace the chapel exterior glass. Many folks took part in
this project, so a BIG thank you to all!
Historic Columbia holds an annual Preservation Awards
Luncheon each year to celebrate the accomplishments of
local architectural, construction and rehabilitation projects and leaders. The awards recognize local projects that
have maintained or added to the historical, architectural
and cultural heritage throughout Columbia and Richland County. In addition, they often give a Preservation
Leadership Award to individuals who contribute to the
advancement of historic preservation in the region. In
place of the luncheon, this year there will be individual
presentations at each site.

FINANCE REPORT
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RENOVATION LOAN UPDATE
We celebrate in the generosity of God’s
people as we continue to pay down our existing debt and free resources for our ministry
at Ebenezer Lutheran Church, within the
Columbia community, the South Carolina
Synod, and beyond!
I am very excited to share with you that as of
July 7, the renovation loan balance has
dropped to $199,801.18. Thank you for your
dedication and financial faithfulness to our
church and all our ministries.
-Beth Mays, Treasurer

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL
JULY UPDATE
* If you or someone you know is interested in
being nominated to serve on Congregation
Council or the Foundation Board of Directors,
please contact a member of the Nominating
Committee. The Nominating Committee is
actively seeking members who are willing to serve.
In addition to the Pastor, the members of the
2020 Nominating Committee are Ellen Bateman,
Gaye Betcher, Fred Fellers, Ed Kelly, Lisa
McClain, and Colleen Siniard. The Nominating
Committee will present the names of nominees at
the September 15th Council meeting.
* The live streaming project, installation of
cabling and camera equipment, is complete and
was funded by a Communications Team grant
from the Ebenezer Lutheran Church Foundation.
Our online worship services will continue for
outreach to members and friends who are
homebound and out of town.

NEW GENERATION
A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome
to join the group on outings, meetings & trips.

New Generation will gather
at 3:00 pm, Saturday, August 29
at the home of Jim Johnson & Phil Bingenheimer
for an afternoon picnic.
Please call Linda Davis (803-309-2406)
to let her know you will be attending.

* Lutheran Family Services Carolinas (also known
as LSC) recently approached Ebenezer about an
additional partnership. The great news is LSC has
signed a five year contract to lease our property at
1925 Marion Street! This is an opportunity to
have a long term lease agreement with a Lutheran
organization aligned with Ebenezer's ministries,
and they have already proven to be an first-rate
tenant on the third floor of our educational
building. The house on Marion Street will get a
refresher and our rental income will get a boost.
Good news and great partnership!

Full minutes for every meeting are available by request.
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month,
(except in July) at 5:45 pm.
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OPPORTUNITY FOR OUTREACH
Abundancia
A number of congregations are participating in a July/August
emphasis for helping to build our first Latino Sanctuary for
Cristo Rey in West Columbia. Cristo Rey has thrived for several years as a Latino parish within St. David’s Lutheran Church,
and is now in the process of building their first dedicated worship space. Through generous gifts of love to the Abunduncia
Appeal our synod hopes to provide new resources to expand
Latino Ministry to this synod and to establish an endowment
for future maintenance of the Cristo Rey Sanctuary.
Ebenezer is making a gift this month from our outreach budget
to support Abundancia, and to participate in a matching gift
challenge. You are also invited, if you are able, to make an additional gift to the Abundancia appeal.
Checks may be made payable to Ebenezer with “Abundancia Appeal” in the memo.

A Look at the “Camp-To-Go” Weekly Themes Focusing on The Lord’s Prayer
Each of the five weeks had different activities in the weekly boxes.
Scripture - Prayer - Arts & Crafts - Service Project benefitting Harvest Hope Food Bank,
Outdoor Activities - Snacks, and more...
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Thank-you...
Dear people of God
at Ebenezer Lutheran Church,
I would like to express my deep gratitude for your
kindness, your faithfulness, and your generosity, not
only in welcoming me into your community, into your
faith journey, and into your ministry, but for the
unique and overwhelming send off you gave me. I
don’t know of any other interns who had their own
parade! And the stole! Each time I have the opportunity to wear it I will remember you and the gift you
have been to me and my family and the gift you will
continue to be.
Grace and Peace!
-Vicar Ashton

SOCIALLY DISTANCED
ICE CREAM SOCIAL
2:00 PM - AUGUST 9
We will have a socially distanced ice cream
social in the Sumter Street parking lot.
This is a celebration of our “Camp To Go”
program and in place of our usually
scheduled parish picnic at Camp Kinard.
Please park in the horseshoe lot
or on the street.
Use this link to sign up
https://www.signupgenius.com/

Remember these special members
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.
Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & Marilyn
Havird, Marilyn Minick, Betsy Moon, Renate
Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata;
Amara Place: Jo Creason; Heritage at Lowman:
Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher King, Sandra
Lewis, Helen Sanders; Presbyterian Home: Mary
Hallman, Joyce O'Sheal; Rice Estate: Ione
Hildebrand; Wellmore: June Metz

Member Updates
+ April 12, Jean Rhyne joined
the Church Triumphant .
July 14 a private committal service
was held here in the Ebenezer Memorial
Garden for Jean .
Transfer
Bob Beaver
Redeemer Lutheran, Columbia

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of July15
Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In honor of Phil Bingenheimer & Jim Johnson
by Stephen & Susan Peeples
Care Team
*In memory of Jack Ullom
by Roger & Linda Davis
Pastors Discretionary Fund
*In honor of Pastor Paul’s birthday
by Judith Aebischer
Thanksgiving and Memorial
*In memory of Jack Ullom
by David & Martha Cobb v

7

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

