Camp to - go
This Summer as we continue to re-imagine our schedules and routines,
we also examine our life together as a church. The Faith Formation Team
and other faithful, summer volunteers have fully committed to combining
VBS, and Disciple Camp in to Camp to-go. You’re probably getting pretty
accustomed to getting everyday items to-go, so camp will be no different.
So, what does this mean? Each Monday in July and one Monday in August
you will receive a box at your door step with everything you need for a great
week at camp. Your favorite crafts, snacks, and camp traditions will ALL be
included. You will have the opportunity to participate in the daily memory
challenge with some really neat prizes. You don’t have to purchase one
thing! You just have to have fun!
The curriculum for this year’s camp is On Earth as in Heaven…you know, from the Lord’s Prayer.
We are going to learn together about God’s love, how we can live into our baptismal covenant
to feed the hungry, how we can strive for peace, and equality.
You can participate every week or just some weeks. Your box will be picked up on Thursday and returned
to you the following Monday. It is important for you to use the Sign Up Genius link to let us know who’s
participating and specifics, such as allergies that camp leadership should know.
Here's the link to sign up for camp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E44A9AB22A2FA7-camp
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Assemble weekly boxes (at church, in the gym)
Disassemble weekly boxes (at church, in the gym)
Shop for supplies to be added to boxes
Deliver or pick-up boxes and return to church
Prep craft projects (home or church)
Prep snack items (church kitchen)
If you are willing to help with any of the tasks, please contact
David Turner 864-735-6800, Ali Jones, 803-942-2103, or Jane Holmes, 803-931-6436.

Pastor’s Page
Dear People of God at Ebenezer,
We are creatures of habit, our lives are organized
by patterns and rhythms that bring structure and
predictability. My day is usually defined by a typical waking time, a trip downtown to do my daily
work, perhaps a late afternoon trip to the gym
before an evening meeting followed by supper
and a quiet evening at home. My weeks have
their own structure. Tuesdays and Wednesdays
are different than Mondays and Thursdays, weekends are different than weekdays, and Sundays
are special. Each month has a particular rhythm,
things that always happen on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd or
4th week of the month. And the year is marvelously structured by the patterns of school and summer break, or the weather patterns and daylight
hours that are unique to each month. On top of
all that, we who are people of faith live by a liturgical calendar that supports a profound sense of
our walk with Jesus throughout the faith year.
So, what do we do when our days run together?
When Sundays no longer include a trip downtown to worship? Wake-up time is later? Weekends are not so different from weekdays? Working from home disrupts the daily pattern of commuting, office, and return? What do we do when
our normal Sunday cues – the color of the paraments, the words omitted from or included in
the liturgy, the music from our choir – are not
available to keep us tuned in to the liturgical
year?
As the weeks and months of pandemic drag on,
and as we continue to be in exile from our sanctuary on Sunday mornings, I give thanks for your
resilience. I’m amazed at all the ways you find to
discover and enjoy new habits that bring meaning
and discipline to your faith life!
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A monthly newsletter, even in a different format,
is a welcome hint of normal. I hope that receiving and reading our parish news will help you to
feel connected to your brothers and sisters in
Christ. May I use this occasion to offer a few
invitations:
· Continue to be patient and confidently
hopeful! Our return to Sunday worship
(date still uncertain as of this writing) will be
very different than what you remember from
February. Your safety and health will be our
top priorities. The Holy Spirit is at work even
in the midst of masks and physical distancing.
· Be alert to signs of how God is inviting
us to be Church during these days. I am convinced that we are learning new ways to be
faithful witnesses to the Gospel.

· Make daily prayer and scripture reading a
priority.
· Call each other and pray for each other.
Many of our members have been very isolated for a very long time.
· Save your stories! How have you seen the
Holy Spirit at work in the world this spring?
What new patterns and rhythms have replaced your previous daily routines?

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all!
-Pastor Paul

Just around the corner...
GraceWorks 2020
July 13, 14, 15

This event is for youth grades 6-12.
Parents are invited to participate.
Contact Mimi for more information.
mimiwb@gmail.com or 803-319-5007.

CONFIRMATION
Pentecost Sunday is when we normally celebrate the
Rite of Affirmation of Baptism with our young
people who have completed catechism instruction.
This spring two of our youth, Camille Bokesch and
Sophia Metzgar, concluded the two-year program
that includes weekly instruction, occasional retreats,
and a week of Campfirmation. While we celebrate
with them the completion of their confirmation instruction, we have decided to postpone their public
Affirmation of Baptism until Reformation Sunday,
when, hopefully, we can surround them with our
prayers and support and celebrate their accomplishment. Please continue to pray for Sophia and
Camille as they prepare for this important day!

Saturday, June 13 we bid a fond farewell to Vicar Ashton, Jennifer and Zion in front of the
church with a festive parade of 30 cars. As they proceeded down Richland Street, Ebenezer
members honked their horns, waved signs and shouted heartfelt words of love and appreciation.
Vicar Ashton was presented with two stoles, a basket overflowing with cards and love offerings
and two homemade pound cakes!
Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make it a very special day for the Roberts!
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FROM THE ARCHIVES: Do you know we have a
cornerstone on the sanctuary?
It is to the left when you enter through the front doors of
the church! A new sanctuary was built
during the Great Depression. Beginning January 1924,
$100,000 was pledged to be completed in five years.
On Palm Sunday, April 13, 1930, the cornerstone was
laid in a formal service with Pastor P.D. Brown assisted
by Dr. A. G. Voigt and Dr. Charles J. Shealy, who delivered the address. “Ebenezer, the mother church of
Lutheranism in Columbia has given liberally of her
membership to the formation of the six other Lutheran
churches here.” Quoted from The Columbia Record 1930.

The Following was Handwritten
on Church Letterhead
List of articles placed in the cornerstone
of the new Ebenezer Lutheran Church
Columbia, SC
April 13, 1930
Bible
Augsburg Confession
Common Service Book
Minutes of Synod (1930)
Constitution of Synod
Constitution of Congregation
History of Congregation
History of Building Program
List of Confirmed Members
Copy of The Lutheran
Copy of The Messenger
Copy of The State and Record April 13,
1930
Church Bulletin April 13, 1930
Lenten Folder 1930
Picture of the Pastor

FINANCE REPORT
Spending Plan Contribution received 06.01.2020 - 06.15.2020
(Mail-In Offering & Electronic Contributions

$ 23,839

*Ebenezer needs an average of $14,482/week

4

Year to Date Total Offerings and Other Income through May21, 2020

$305,854

Year to Date Total Spent on Ministry through May 31, 2020

$289,816

Net Income (Loss) through May 31, 2020

$ 16,038

Debt Obligations
2007 Renovation Loan
(Pay-Off Date July 05, 2023; 4.00% Interest Rate)

$208,065

CONGRATULATIONS
to our COLLEGE GRADUATES!
Katherine Floyd has graduated from Clemson
University with a double major in
Biochemistry and Microbiology and minors in
Chemistry and Genetics. Katherine will be
attending graduate school at Washington
University in St. Louis, Missouri to pursue a
PhD in Molecular and Cellular Biology.

Emily Tuten graduated from Furman University
with a B.A., Politics and International
Affairs, magna cum laude. This fall, Emily will
continue her education by pursuing a law
degree at the University of Michigan.
Your church family wishes you all the best
as you continue your education
and pursue your goals!

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MET JUNE 16, VIA ZOOM
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
Worship services on Sunday and Wednesday are
posted on Facebook and YouTube. Small group
communion services continue while we
experiment with different days and times to see
what works best. We've also had a mixture of daily
devotions, meditations and morning prayer
service, telephone conference call worship, and
Zoom calls for multiple groups. Council
reaffirmed our plan for resuming in person
worship services in the sanctuary awaiting the
DHEC recommended 14 day decline in Covid19
cases. We discussed interim measures we could
explore including small gatherings for outdoor
worship services in the courtyard with "drive up"
along Richland Street.

Beloved members, Ruth Counts, David Wertz and Pat Wertz, remembered Ebenezer in their estate planning through stocks, an annuity and cash. The sum of these generous gifts is approximately $36,000.
Included in these gifts was a $10,000 cash gift from David Wertz and Pat Wertz designated for Ebenezer's
debt reduction.
The church office computer server stopped working on April 27 and was replaced on April 30. We are
thankful to the Ebenezer Lutheran Church Foundation for the funds to replace the computer server so
promptly. The Foundation grant also included funding for four new desktop computers which were
installed on June 9.
Projects in progress:
Assessing and addressing leaks around the stained glass windows in the sanctuary.
Received a quote to replace the lamps over the arch in the sanctuary chancel at the pulpit and
lectern area with LED lamps ($5,245). Increased chancel lighting will improve the video quality when
we begin live streaming worship services. We are thankful to have the Richardson Sanctuary Capital
Improvement Fund which will finance this project.
Installed the cabling to get set up for live streaming; the camera equipment is on back order.
Approved a continuing resolution for Nominating and Electing Congregation Council Members. This
new resolution resembles our past nominating and election processes with the addition of absentee ballot
voting. The 2020 Nominating Committee is being formed.
Full minutes for every meeting are available by request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 5:45
pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and observe Council meetings.
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LEGACY GIVING
In January of this year, Ebenezer hosted a workshop led by the ELCA Foundation for those interested
in learning how to leave a “legacy” gift to Ebenezer Lutheran Church. Our ministry has been
strengthened by special gifts that come to Ebenezer through a member’s faithful estate planning.
Many are comforted to know that the fruit of their life’s work may still benefit Ebenezer’s ministry
after they have passed away.
Making your own decisions to include legacy gifts is an important part of your estate planning. Using
an ELCA gift planner can help you have an organized plan and ensure that your desires and wishes
for your gifts are met. Your thoughtful, advanced planning can help alleviate your loved ones’ worry
and stress.
First, a reminder that a special gift does not always need to be designated. Some prefer to give an undesignated gift that can be used by the church in whatever way is most important at that time.
For those that would prefer to direct their gifts, Ebenezer has several suggestions:
•The General Fund (for the current Ministry Spending Plan)
•The Ebenezer Foundation (to fund significant congregational projects apart from the operating
budget)
•The Bacheller Scholarship Fund (to support college students from Ebenezer)
•The Memorial and Thanksgiving Fund (often used for permanent improvements)
•The Ebenezer Property and Maintenance Endowment Fund (a newly created fund to provide
resources for the repair and upkeep of our physical facility)
•Patrons and Friends of the Arts (to support community outreach we do through concerts and
events)
Secondly, you should know that planned gifts may be made in a variety of ways:
•Gifts of cash, securities and real estate, which allow you to make an impact on ministry today
•Qualified Charitable Distributions (also known as QCD’s) from your Individual Retirement
•Account (IRA) which allow you to make a gift to support ministry and may save on your taxes
•Gifts made through wills, trust or estates
•Charitable gift annuities, which provide fixed payments for life, with the remainder benefiting
ministry. Minimum irrevocable gift amount: $10,000
•Charitable remainder trusts, which provide a stream of income for a term of years or for life.
•The remainder benefits ministry. Minimum amount: $100,000
•Gifts made from donor-advised funds, which allow you to direct funds to benefit ministry
•Donor-directed distribution agreements, which provide flexibility on how your gifts are named
and where distributed, with a maximum number of 10 beneficiaries. Any gift size is welcome.
•Named endowment funds, which are established with outright gifts or through other gift
vehicles in your name or in memory of a loved one. Minimum gift: $25,000
Finally, know that the ELCA Foundation has expert, professional gift planning staff and gift planning
tools for every situation. All their gift planning services are made available to individuals and congregations without cost or obligation. You may contact our gift planner, Stephanie Burke, directly at:
Stephanie.Burke@elca.org, or (704) 293-9436
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NEW GENERATION

Remember these special members

A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome
to join the group on outings, meetings & trips.

with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.

New Generation will gather
at 3:00 pm, Saturday, August 29
at the home of Jim Johnson & Phil Bingenheimer
for an afternoon picnic.

Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & Marilyn
Havird, Marilyn Minick, Renate Moore, Leesa
Smith, Sonja Zagata; Amara Place: Jo Creason;
Atria: Betsy Moon; Heritage at Lowman: Augusta
Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher King, Sandra Lewis,
Helen Sanders; Presbyterian Home: Mary
Hallman, Joyce O'Sheal; Rice Estate: Ione
Hildebrand; Wellmore: June Metz

Please call Linda Davis (803-309-2406)
to let her know you will be attending.
Watch for further information.

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of June 15
Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In memory of Jean Rhyne by Stephen & Susan Peeples, Linda Smith Shealy, Shirley Knox, Joe & Gwen Shealy,
Elizabeth Carswell, Betty Park, Howard & Debbie Seale, Elizabeth Padget
*In memory of Martha Trotti by Stephen & Susan Peeples, David & Beth Lever, Betty Park
*In memory of David Wertz by Willette Saterwhite, Linda Smith Shealy, Rich & Sandy Roberson, Nevin & Susan Sauer,
David & Martha Cobb, Dianne McCarty
*In memory of Kathy Struthers by Betty Park
*In memory of Ruth Counts by Dianne McCarty, Linda Smith Shealy, Elizabeth Padget
*In memory of Sue Marsh by Dianne McCarty
*In memory of Julian Wise by Elizabeth Padget
Cemetery Fund *In memory of Jean Rhyne by Annette Metz
General Fund *In memory of Harold Park by Betty Park
Member Care
*In memory of Jean Rhyne by Lydia Circle
*In memory of Kathryn Ullom by Roger & Linda Davis
Pastors Discretionary Fund *In memory of Julian Wise, Ruth Counts, and Jean Rhyne by Shirley Smith
Patrons/Friends *In memory of David Wertz by Kathy and Jim Johnson
Thanksgiving and Memorial
*In memory of Jean Rhyne by Harry & Jeanelle Clayton, Doris Harrington, David & Beth Lever, Judy Woolly,
Lynn Barron, Wayne & Dale Earhardt, Brenda Argoe, Jimmy Dawkins, Ted & JoAnn Swanson, Deborah Muller,
David & Martha Cobb, David & Carolyn Donges, Joe & Connie Grugan
*In memory of Kathryn Ullom by David & Martha Cobb
*In memory of Martha Trotti by Judy Woolly
*In memory of Michael Jeffcoat by Ken & Julie Smith, David & Martha Cobb
*In honor of Jennifer Park by Ken & Julie Smith v
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