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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
8:00 pm - Tuesday - December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
10:30 am - Sunday - December 29
Lessons and Carols











6:00 pm - Monday - January 6
EPIPHANY
Holden Evening Prayer
in the Chapel
Hot chocolate and cookies
by the ﬁre in the courtyard to follow.

Pastor’s Page

"...we wait, in hope and confidence..."

Dear Faith Family at Ebenezer,
I wonder if most of us use the word, “hope,” to describe things we wish would happen
but probably won’t, or things we want that are completely beyond our control? “I hope
it doesn’t rain tomorrow.” “I hope I win the lottery.” “I hope the economy improves.”
Sometimes the word “hope” stands in for our feelings of vulnerability in the face of
patterns and forces so much bigger and more powerful than us. One of the great joys
and gifts of Christian life and faith is our unique and grace-filled relationship with
hope. Biblical hope is the posture we assume and the mindset we adopt as we wait for
the things that God will certainly do. We don’t hope for peace because peace seems so
unlikely – we hope for peace because God has promised that peace is the way the
human story will end. So we wait, in hope and confidence, for the fullness of God’s
dream to be realized.
Hope is the watchword of Christians in Advent. And we gather each year around the
manger and the miracle of the Incarnation to celebrate once again this visible assurance
that our hope is not in vain.
When colleagues, friends, and members of other congregations ask about our ministry
at Ebenezer, I tell them that we are hopeful. What a gift that is – to wait with trust and
confidence for the things that God will certainly accomplish in and through this
congregation! I am overwhelmed by our capacity for engagement and compassion and
love. I am encouraged by the wealth of spiritual gifts within our faith community. I am
humbled by the individual expressions of generosity by our members, and by the corporate generosity we embody as a Church. I am excited to move into 2020 with wide
eyes and a hopeful heart!
May God’s richest blessings of hope and peace be with you and your loved ones during
these seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany!
-Pastor Paul

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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It's That Time of the Year!

The Giving Tree is Set Up
and Ready for You
Come by the reception room and select a gift
wish or two, and help to make the season
bright for someone in need in our community!
There are a number of gift choices available.
Some will benefit an individual with a specific
need, such as a sweater, bathrobe or shoes.
Some are for gift cards for Target, Walmart,
or a prepaid Visa card, to be used by Family
Promise families.
All of these are marvelous ways of sharing
the love of Christ and of “Reaching out to
draw others to Christ.”
Please return all gifts wrapped and with the
gift card attached by Sunday, Dec. 15.

A CELTIC CHRISTMAS
featuring Emmet Cahill
Saturday, December 14 at 7:00 pm
in the church
Don't miss this unforgettable evening of
seasonal songs and stories sure to get you
in the festive spirit. Recalling his many
childhood Christmas memories from
Ireland, musical highlights will include
"Danny Boy," The Wexford Carol,"
"Silent Night," and many more.
Tickets: $30
Purchase at patronsandfriends.org

NEW GENERATION
A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome
to join the group on outings, meetings & trips.

Join the group at noon,
Thursday, December 12,
for a Dutch treat Christmas lunch
at Villa Tronco, 1213 Blanding Street.
Please RSVP with Linda Davis
at ritadogdav@aol.com or 803.309.2406
*If you need to carpool, we will leave from
church parking lot at 11:45 am.

SISTERS IN CHRIST WELCOMES WOMEN
December 16 at 5:30 pm
in the Parish Life Center dining room.
Bring a salad or dessert to share and join us
for this time of study and fellowship!
OF ALL AGES

Simply Christmas, a Christmas Pageant
presented by the children of Ebenezer,
for the members and friends of Ebenezer
4:00 pm - Sunday - December 22
in the Chapel

Here’s a chance to hear about the birth of Jesus
from the people who were there when it
happened. Simply Christmas starts with
the promise and the letter “P”.
The prophet Isaiah proclaimed the proof of God’s
love. Picture the party that goes with this promise.
Presents! A parade! Pizza! Prayer & praise!
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An After Christmas Gift - Another Chance to Give...
Our Family Promise guests will return to Ebenezer the week after Christmas December 29 through January 5. Please help us once again be the hands and feet
of Jesus as we welcome these beautiful families back into our church home!
Please email one of us if you can help in any of the following ways:

•
•
•
•
•
•

serve as an overnight host
stay with the families at church during the day on December 31
or January 1 (The Day Center is closed due to the holidays!)
share an art, craft, or recreational activity with the families
on December 31 or January 1
prepare and serve a dinner meal
give movie passes
bring fresh fruit as this is such a treat for our families (strawberries,
blueberries, bananas, and tangerines seem to be the all time favorites)

During this special time of the year we also want to say how grateful we are to all of you who have
shared your love and talents with the Family Promise ministry the last five years! YOU have made
Ebenezer's "major missional" activity such a heart-changing event each quarter! We hope that you
know how much we appreciate the beautiful ways that you share your support!
- Grace Metzgar grace_metzgar@yahoo.com

- Elizabeth Padget epadget10@gmail.com

Church Women United is a national ecumenical Christian women's movement representing
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and other Christian faith communities. Founded in
1941, as the United Council of Church Women, this organization has local and state units
across the United States.
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Congratulations Joyce Lybrand!
The Church Women United South Carolina
State Assembly was held November 8, in
Orangeburg. Joyce Lybrand was a Legacy
Award Honoree. Joyce has been an active
member of Ebenezer for 63 years. Her works
embody a woman of faith who believes God's
love is shown in deeds. They speak louder than
words, for they reach the source of human
need. For the past twenty years, she has served
the ecumenical communities and the movement for peace and justice through Columbia
CWU in the positions of Denominational
Coordinator for the Lutheran churches of the
Midlands, the Nominating Committee member, and President of the local CWU unit.

Joyce's commitment to the
ecumenical ministries of
the South Carolina CWU
led her to accept serving as
Secretary, President-Elect,
President, and Treasurer of
the State Assembly. In 2009
the South Carolina CWU
States Assembly recognized
her generous donations of
time and continuous support to church and community with a Valiant
Woman Award. She is still an active member of
the movement.

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP
NOVEMBER MEETING REVIEW
It is early 1900s in New York. The narrator
begins by describing life for a fictional middle
class Caucasian family. Patriotism was strong
at the time and the father had a good and
steady income from selling flags, buntings and
fireworks made in his factory. “Women were
stouter then…There were no Negroes. There
were no immigrants.” (Chapter 1). Now add
a poor but talented Jewish immigrant and his
daughter and a dignified Negro jazz pianist
who demands justice for wrongs done to him,
also fictional characters.
Next add a myriad of factual characters, including revolutionary Socialist Emma
Goldman; Sigmund Freud, Harry Houdini,
Henry Ford and J.P. Morgan, and you have
Ragtime by E. L. Doctorow, our book selection for November. Only in the hands of a
brilliant and skilled author could come such
an extraordinary novel from this mix of characters. In the fascinating and informative
narrative, the reader is shown how cultural
changes impact life for all people, in both
positive and negative ways. Also shown is the
importance of remembering the past while
encouraging tolerance with, and understanding of, significant social change. The positive
attributes of the novel far outweigh any negative aspects perceived by the reader.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday,
December 5, to discuss The Woman Next
Door by Yewande Omotoso. We meet at
10:00 am in the Parlor and all women are
welcome to join us. -Diane Jones
“You can never get a cup of tea
large enough or a book long enough
to suit me.” – C.S. Lewis

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET
NOVEMBER 19
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
●Approved new members being received
November 24.
●Automated door openers will soon be
installed on the Sanctuary and
Reception Room doors at the portico.
●Approved a revised and updated Wedding
Policy. The policy will now allow
nonmembers to request use of
Ebenezer for weddings.
●Three requests for using the church
building by outside organizations were
approved by Executive Committee
over the past month.
Full minutes for every meeting are available by request.
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at
5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer
members are welcome to attend and observe Council
meetings.

FROM THE ARCHIVES:
Did you know….
The first Christmas Candlelight Service
in South Carolina was held in 1931 at
Ebenezer.
In 1981, Ebenezer contracted with WIS
-TV to broadcast our Christmas Eve
Services to the midlands. It continued
for over thirty years.
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of November15

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
In honor of Dawn Hiller, PhD by Joel Hiller
Music Ministry *In memory of Gertrude Metze
by Victor & Jan Gonzales
*In honor of the Chancel Choir by David Wertz
Church Grounds Drain Repair *In honor of
Roger & Linda Davis by David Wertz
Thanksgiving & Memorial Fund
*In memory of Carolyn Price and Ruth Shay by
Elizabeth Padget 

ELECTION RESULTS
for Congregation Council &
ELC Foundation
Elected to Congregation Council
Dawn Hiller, Jane Holmes, Jim Johnson,
Debbie Seale.
Elected to the ELC Foundation
Patty Sloan

From the FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM
Team Members: Mark Bokesch, Phillip Heise, Joyce Lybrand, Phil Bingenheimer-Team Leader
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2019 Contribution Posting Deadlines: In order to have your contributions or other gifts to Ebenezer
posted to your 2019 record of giving, they MUST (1) be placed in the offering plate not later than Sun,
Dec 29 OR (2) hand-delivered to the church office by 12:00 noon on Tues, Dec 31 OR (3) postmarked
on or before Dec 31, 2019.
****
Guidelines for Giving Stock to the Church: Many people choose to give stocks instead of cash for
their support of the church budget or for special gifts. It's easy to do and avoids capital gains tax, with
the donor receiving full credit for the value of the stock as a donation to the church.
Ebenezer's main banking and investment relationship is with BB&T. Our account there can receive
your stock transfers, convert it to a cash donation to the church, and the church will cover the liquidation fees. Accounts are available at other institutions/companies if you or your broker prefer to use
them.* Here is how it works: Do not sell the stock yourself or you may be subject to capital gains tax.
Notify your broker to transfer the stock to the main investment account at BB&T* and that institution
will sell the stock. Upon notification from your broker of the transfer, the church will authorize the sale
of the stock and record your contribution in the church accounting system.
YOU MAY USE THE FOLLOWING FORM FOR BB&T *
****
INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUR BROKER:
Please transfer _____________ shares of my __________________________stock in the name
of ______________________________________to Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1301 Richland St,
Columbia, SC 29201. Ebenezer's account number at BB&T* is 20588231 and the DTC #0702. Please
advise me by letter, with a copy to the church treasurer, of the average cost basis of the stock on the date
of transfer. Signature _______________________________ Date ______________________
*Ebenezer maintains transfer accounts at other financial institutions/companies. Please contact the
church treasurer for details if you prefer to use them.

Thank-you...

Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd &
Marilyn Havird, Marilyn Minick, Renate
Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata; Amara Place:
Jo Creason; Atria: Betsy Moon; Heritage at
Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher
King, Sandra Lewis, Helen Sanders, Julian
Wise; Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman,
Joyce O'Sheal; Rice Estate: Ione Hildebrand;
Wellmore: June Metz ❧

2020 PLEDGES

Dear Ebenezer Family,
Thank you so much for the cards, calls, visits. Receiving a card on a sad, sick day brought so many
smiles to my face. I so enjoyed the flowers.
I am glad God has allowed me to return to worship
with my church family.
God's Peace, -Ruth Counts
*****
Dear Ebenezer Family:
Summer and early fall have certainly been difficult
for Joshua and me, as we’ve dealt with my mother’s
illness and passing, and as I’ve recovered from a
badly broken leg. Part of what has kept us going is
all the prayers, love and support we have received
from the congregation. I cannot count the number of
cards, calls, visits, gift cards, meals, etc., that we have
received. They kept my spirits up and helped so
much as I’ve healed from this broken leg. I am so
thankful for Pastor Paul coming to the hospital
several times to pray with my mother and me, for
consistently calling me to see how I was doing, and
for his assistance with and leadership of my mother’s funeral. He was a great source of support.
Thank you also to Vicar Ashton for participating in
my mother’s funeral and for being there with me
prior to my recent surgeries. After losing my mother,
I felt very alone; if this broken leg has proven anything it has shown that I am not alone – I have a
wonderful church family that I know can be counted
on in any situation. Again, thank you to everyone
who has reached out to Joshua and me during this
rocky few months. It is more appreciated than you
will ever know.
God’s peace to you all, -Lisa McClain
*****
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I would like to thank each of you for your thoughts,
prayers, visits, calls, cards, food, transportation assistance and nursing care during my recent hip replacement. I have had an amazing recovery due in part to
your actions. I am so glad you are my Church family. Thank you again for your outpouring of love.
Peace be with you, -Patty Sloan

Remember these special members
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.

If you didn't receive a pledge card for the
new year please call the church office.
We will be glad to mail one to you.
If you do have a pledge card but haven't
turned it in, it's not too late! You can drop
it in the offering plate or drop it in the
mail to the church office.

Remember Those in Need
When You Shop
Help Harvest Hope Food Bank
Help Others
At this time of year, the need for nonperishable food items is great. Please remember
those in need when you shop and pick up an
extra item or two. Bring these items with you
on Sunday morning and place them in the
Harvest Hope baskets located in the narthex,
the Reception Room, or the lobby of the Parish
Life Center.
Make it a habit to pick up a few non-perishable
food items each time you shop. Your thoughtfulness and generosity can be replicated in
households throughout the Midlands and the
result will have an enormous impact in our
community!
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ.
Office Hours
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday-Friday
803.765.9430
Visit us on the Web
http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org
and Facebook

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
1301 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201-2578
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Ebenezer Staff
Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul E. Aebischer
Vicar
Ashton Roberts
Director of Music & Worship
David E. Turner
Administrative Associate
Diane M. Oliver
Financial Assistant
Philip A. Bingenheimer

Church Council

Sundays
9:15 am Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am Worship

OFFICERS
Fred Fellers, President
Linda Smith Shealy, Vice Pres

Ali Jones, Secretary
Beth Mays, Treasurer

Wednesdays
12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Callie Baucom 2019
Roger Davis 2019
Fred Fellers 2019
Mike Siomacco 2019
Linda Smith Shealy 2019
Mark Bokesch 2020
Ed Kelly 2020

Colleen Siniard 2020
Diane Stone 2020
Angela Forand 2021
Ali Jones 2021
Joyce Rose-Harris 2021
Fred Olafson 2021

Ministry Teams
& Team Leaders
Communications - Joan Van Schaik
Faith Formation - Ali Jones
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer
Member Care - Linda Davis
Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown
Personnel - Rich Roberson
Property - Jay Metts
Stewardship - Judy Woolly
Worship- Karen Hardy

Monthly calendar of events
on line at
www.ebenezerlutheran.org
The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News
is 12 noon, Wednesday, January 15.
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing
to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org

We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

