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An Opportunity to Serve
Family Promise Guests Come to Ebenezer
September 8 - 15
Please join us as we once again welcome families to our church home!
We are so grateful to those of you who have already signed up to do laundry, stay overnight,
or prepare a meal.
If you have not already done so, please know that we would love to have you:
● prepare an evening meal
● stay overnight with our families
● pick up laundry bags on Sunday, September 15
● provide fresh fruit during the week
● provide movie tickets or guest passes to Riverbanks Zoo or the State Museum
Please email Grace Metzgar grace_metzgar@yahoo.com or
Elizabeth Padget epadget10@gmail.com if you can help in any of the above ways!
Thank you, in advance, for your gracious support of Family Promise, Ebenezer's Major
Missional Activity! We look forward to serving with you in this ministry!
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Mission: To help families who are experiencing situational homelessness achieve
sustainable independence by providing
•temporary shelter in participating houses of worship in the Midlands,
•support service for budgeting, job and life skills,
•transportation,
•assistance in securing/maintaining permanent housing,
•and resources and referrals.
The mission is accomplished by volunteers in local faith-based congregations
who provide radical hospitality to our guest families.
www.familypromisemidlands.org

Pastor’s Page
Beloved,
This July marked the beginning of the fourth year that our family has spent in
Columbia. We sold my car, left our jobs, packed up and moved to “famously hot”
Columbia to begin Summer Greek in 2016, and two weeks later, Jennifer and I
celebrated our tenth wedding anniversary by taking our Greek I final together.
(We both passed!!)

In the years since, we have had many joys and sorrows, gains and losses, much
learning and growth. In my short time at Ebenezer, that learning has deepened
and many of the things I learned in Seminary have left the realm of theory and
become experience. By agreeing to be my internship congregation you have become a part of my process, a part of my learning. You have opened your lives and
your hearts to me, not as a silent observer, but as a sojourner, sharing your joys
and sorrows, gains and losses; your learning and growth. This internship, like the
Christian life in general, is not a spectator sport, but an immersive experience.
We are in this together.

Yours in Christ,
Vicar Ashton

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is
worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. elw p. 44
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Ebenezer Hosts
SEEDS OF HOPE FARMERS MARKET
Thursdays 7:30-10:30 am
Richland Street Courtyard

Come and shop for your fresh vegetables and
fruits and help a SC farmer. Share this info
with your friends, family & neighbors.
Interested in helping? Contact Hank Betcher
803-603-3917/e-mail LTCHank@att.net.

God said, "See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit;
you shall have them for food."
Genesis 1:29

NEW GENERATION
A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is
welcome to join the group on outings, meetings & trips.

September 9-12 (Mon-Thurs) Bible Study
& Beach Retreat at the Coastal Retreat
Center, Isle of Palms. $225 per person.
Checks payable to "Ebenezer". Memo line
"Beach Retreat". Turn in to Linda Davis.
Deadline to sign up is August 26.
Sunday, September 8-3 pm - church library
Final meeting for those going to NY and the
cruise to Canada.
October 5-12 cruise to Canada.
*One outside cabin available.
To sign up for the retreat and/or the cruise
contact Linda Davis 803-309-2406
ritadogdav@aol.com

Ebenezer responds with LOVE OVERFLOWING!
This Spring Ebenezer accepted the challenge to raise a gift of $10,000 to support the Lutheran Services Carolinas, “Love One Another” appeal. Ebenezer's
response to this request was incredible! In one short month of temple talks,
education, conversation, and prayer we reached our goal - with extra to
share! God’s LOVE and KINDNESS shines brightly at Ebenezer!
We are thankful for those who opened their hearts with financial support for this campaign, to Ali
Jones and Carolyn Donges for their meaningful temple talks, to Diane Oliver and the wonderful
church office volunteers for their administrative back up, to David Turner and the Board of
Patrons and Friends of the Arts at Ebenezer, and to Church Council for their loving decision to
participate in the campaign. Lutheran Services Carolinas holds a special place in the hearts of so
many of us, and thanks to Ebenezer's generous gift, their programming will continue its meaningful work with those in need.
God’s Peace,
Joan Van Schaik, Campaign Chairman

Pastor Paul, Campaign Advisor
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from the South Carolina Synod Office SOUTH CAROLINA SYNOD CIVIL RIGHTS PILGRIMAGE
YOU'RE INVITED TO THE FIRST CIVIL RIGHTS PILGRIMAGE
OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SYNOD
TO SELMA AND MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
SEPTEMBER 12-13, 2019
The bus will leave at 7am Thursday, September 12 and return the next day at 7pm
Thursday Highlights:
* Spending time at the National Memorial and Museum for Peace and Justice
* Visiting the Civil Rights Museum in Montgomery
Friday Highlights:
* Civil Rights walking tour including Brown Chapel A.M.E.
* Walking and praying together the Pettus Bridge
* Lowndes Interpretive Center
Cost: $220 includes charter bus, lodging at the Holiday Inn Express in Selma, and museums.
Pay by check payable to the South Carolina Synod or electronically at https://scsynod.com and
click on the "Give" button-select "Civil Rights Pilgrimage."
If you will be rooming with someone the cost will drop to $160, due to double occupancy for the
hotel room. Please note on memo line of check or online name of roommate.

"I'm a Lutheran" nominations
Do you know an ELCA member
who has a unique story to tell?
Nominate them for "Living
Lutheran's" monthly "I'm a
Lutheran" feature. Past features
have included people with interesting vocations, impressive accomplishments
or exciting experiences. They are looking for
people who are passionately living and showing
their faith in their everyday life and are comfortable talking about it. Send the name and
contact information for your nominee, as well
as a little bit about why you think they'd be a
great candidate, to megan.brandsrud@elca.org
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Read the latest issue at www.livinglutheran.org

ELCA Churchwide Assembly
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Voting members will convene August 5-10 for
the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly at the
Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. This will be
the 15th gathering of the assembly, the primary
decision-making body of the ELCA.
This year’s theme is “We Are Church,” and
voting members will spend the week participating in plenaries, discussions, Bible studies
and worship while deliberating the work of the
church.
Watch the livestream
of the Assembly at
https://elca.org/churchwideassembly
August 5-10

OUR CHILDREN & YOUTH had several
opportunities this summer for learning,
helping others, making new friends and
just plain having FUN! Thank you to all
who helped make the events possible!

Disciple Camp: FACING THE GIANTS OF LIFE
WITH THE GRACE & LOVE OF GOD. Day
campers Bible Study included drawing Goliath
& writing out their giant fears.

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL DID NOT
MEET IN JULY - NEXT MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
WILL BE FOR THE AUGUST MEETING

Full minutes for every meeting are available by request.
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 5:45
pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer members are
welcome to attend and observe Council meetings.

RESERVE the DATE
Patrons and Friends
Outdoors in the ELC Courtyard
September 21 at 6:00 pm
Britnee Simon & Hungry Monk
Experience the Hungry Monks featuring Britnee
Simon on vocals, accompanied by lute, guitar/bass,
flute/guitar, and fiddle/banna dee dha. Music will
feature Bach, lute and Italian Baroque guitar melodies of the 17th century, popular Southern Ballads
and melodies of Stephen Foster, and the occasional
German drinking song and Irish tune.
The concert is free!
Food & beverages will be available for purchase.

GraceWorks: SERVING OTHERS BY
ALLOWING GODS GRACE TO WORK
AMONG US, IN US, AND THROUGH US.
This group packed food boxes at Sharing
God's Love Crisis Ministry located in
Irmo.

Vacation Bible School: ROAR
Life is wild - God is good. A fun
filled week of Bible stories, crafts,
music, games and friends.
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of July 22

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In memory of Gertrude Metze by Gene & Marcia Lucius, Thurmond & Barbara Sharpe,
Fred & Linda Fellers, Ruth Counts, Roger & Linda Davis, Annette Metz, Joyce Lybrand, Phil
Bingenheimer, Bob & Beth Baucom
*In memory of John Dreher by Betty Park
*In memory of Harold Park by Elizabeth Padget, Rich & Sandy Roberson
*In memory of Bradley Brunson by Elizabeth Padget
*In memory of Pat Wertz by Elizabeth Padget
*In honor of Annette Metz and Suzanne Sexton by David Wertz
Family Promise
* In honor of Elizabeth Padget and Grace Metzgar by David & Carolyn Donges
General Fund
*In memory of Gertrude Metze by Shirley Knox, Jerry & Sarah Bolton, Elizabeth Carswell,
Lynn Ballentine, Gary & Diane Jones, Betty Park, Stephen & Susan Peeples, Rich & Sandy
Roberson, Joe & Gwen Shealy, Judy Woolly, Steve & Jane McCall, Jim & Kathy Johnson,
Rachael Richardson, Elizabeth Padget, Bob & Dottie Hampton, David & Martha Cobb,
Bill & Reenie Frew, David & Carolyn Donges, David Wertz, Karen Hardy, Ann Sease,
Becky Sparr and family, Euenla Sloan, Linda Stalnaker
Member Care *In memory of Gertrude Metze by Doris Harrington
Music Ministry *In honor of Martha Fowler by David Wertz
Pastors Discretionary Fund
*In memory of Elbert and Gertrude Metze & John and Nell Dreher by Shirley Smith
*In honor of David and Martha Cobb by Shirley Smith
Patrons/Friend of the Arts
*In honor of Philip Bingenheimer and Jim Johnson by David & Carolyn Donges
Thanksgiving & Memorial
*In memory of John Dreher
by Daniel & Ann Douglas, BlueCross BlueShield Employee Association 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP
MEETING REVIEW
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The group did not meet in July. Next meeting, August 1 at 10:00
am in the Parlor for a discussion on the classic, For Whom the Bell
Tolls, by Ernest Hemingway. All women are welcome to attend.

Thank-you...
Dear People of God at Ebenezer,
Thank you so much for your kind welcome of my
family and me. We were overwhelmed by your
generous gifts and your hospitality and we look
forward to sharing in the work of God with you in
the coming year.
Grace and Peace!
-Vicar Ashton
Dear Ebenezer Family,
My family and I wish to express our profound gratitude for the love and support you have given to us
at a very difficult time. The many cards received, the
loving words expressed, Pastor Paul's visits and
counsel, the glorious performance by David Turner
and the choir for the Memorial Service, the Bereavement Team's loving service, Beth Baucom's careful
management of the Memorial Garden - all are appreciated more than a few words can express. You
have given us comfort and strength. Thank you for
your care and concern.
Blessings to you all,
-Betty Park
Our mother loved Ebenezer! Thank you for the
many ways you kept her connected to her church
family. Visits, cards and calls always meant so much
to her. Her death has certainly left a void in our
family. Your kind expressions of sympathy have
been very meaningful as we move through this
difficult time.
Forever grateful,
the family of Gertrude Metze.
-Jim Metze & Diane M. Oliver
Dear Friends,
Thank you all so much for the prayers, cards, calls
and visits. You all mean so much to me!
Sincerely,
-Kathryn Dasher King

Remember these special members
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.

Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & Marilyn
Havird, Marilyn Minick, Renate Moore,
Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata; Amara Place: Jo
Creason; Heritage at Lowman: Augusta
Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher King, Sandra
Lewis, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise;
Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce
O'Sheal; Rice Estate Ione Hildebrand ❧
Thanks to all who helped with set-up and cleanup after GraceWorks! It was great to have so
many pairs of hands sharing the load! Thank
you for your support of this ministry that serves
so many in our community! We had 70 youth
and 32 adults serving in various ways each day.
Your help made it possible. Thank you!
-Mimi Wortham Brown

New Generation enjoyed their yearly
July outing at Shealy’s AND
celebrated Euenla Sloan’s birthday.

Happy Birthday Euenla!

7

Reaching out to draw others to Christ.
Office Hours
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday-Friday
803.765.9430
Visit us on the Web
http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org
and Facebook

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
1301 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201-2578
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Ebenezer Staff
Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul E. Aebischer
Vicar
Ashton Roberts
Director of Music & Worship
David E. Turner
Administrative Associate
Diane M. Oliver
Financial Assistant
Philip A. Bingenheimer

Church Council

Sundays
9:15 am Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am Worship

OFFICERS
Fred Fellers, President
Linda Smith Shealy, Vice Pres

Ali Jones, Secretary
Beth Mays, Treasurer

Wednesdays
12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Callie Baucom 2019
Roger Davis 2019
Fred Fellers 2019
Mike Siomacco 2019
Linda Smith Shealy 2019
Mark Bokesch 2020
Ed Kelly 2020

Colleen Siniard 2020
Diane Stone 2020
Angela Forand 2021
Ali Jones 2021
Joyce Rose-Harris 2021
Fred Olafson 2021

Ministry Teams
& Team Leaders
Communications - Joan Van Schaik
Faith Formation - Ali Jones
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer
Member Care - Linda Davis
Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown
Personnel - Rich Roberson
Property - Jay Metts
Stewardship - Judy Woolly
Worship- Karen Hardy

Monthly calendar of events
on line at
www.ebenezerlutheran.org
The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News
is 12 noon, Thursday, August 15.
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing
to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org

We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

