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Rising 6th Graders to Recent High School Graduates,
this is your opportunity to serve in our community!

Register Now for GraceWorks
July 14-19
Sunday 5pm Opening of GraceWorks, includes dinner.
Monday-Friday 8am -5pm
Youth and adults from area Lutheran churches take a week of summer to
serve in a variety of ways all over the Midlands! It is amazing how many people can be served in
schools, social service agencies, shelters, retirement homes and more!
The needs are great and YOU can help! Adults, we need you, too!
Youth Registration Fee $50/Adults no Fee/Scholarships are available if needed.
Register on Facebook at GraceWorks SC
For questions & scholarship info contact Mimi Wortham Brown
mimiwb@sc.rr.com or text/call 803-319-5007
Hosted by Ebenezer.




DISCIPLE CAMP/2019
"David and The Giants"
Facing the giants of life
with the grace and love of God.

July 21–25
Camp Kinard
For additional camp information contact Ali Jones
alihillljones@gmail.com/803.942.2103







REGISTER ONLINE:
WWW.EBENEZERLUTHERAN.ORG
Day Campers | rising 1st & 2nd grade | $170
Overnight Campers | rising 3rd-9th grade | $320
Family Discount-Siblings Get an Extra-Special Deal!
1st sibling – 25% off; 2nd sibling – 50% off
Friend Discount – Bring a friend!
20% off for you & your friend!
Camp cost includes lodging, meals, snacks,
camp activities & t-shirt.

Pastor’s Page
Dear People of God at Ebenezer,
"Won’t you be my neighbor? "
As I write this we have just concluded our annual South Carolina Synod Assembly. The
theme this year was “Joining God in the Neighborhood.” Nearly every aspect of this year’s
assembly challenged our voting members to think about how we are called to join what
God is doing in our neighborhoods. We spent time in large and small groups talking about
public education, racial reconciliation, and economic justice. A large delegation of Lutheran pastors from the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church reminded us of the amazing width
and depth of our neighborhood. One of our afternoon activities was to watch the documentary about the remarkable life and ministry of Fred Rogers, whose theological
vision of community and neighborhood was truly ahead of its time. Isn’t this the question
God is asking us, and asking us to ask each other? Won’t you be my neighbor?
Today I’m back in my office, in our neighborhood. I’m thankful for the diverse, vital and
challenging neighborhood in which God has planted our congregation. It’s a very typical
day here – one of our small groups is meeting in the parlor and a local service agency is
using our dining room for a large meeting. I can hear the children from our upstairs
program on the playground outside. Site preparation is going on at the Bull Street redevelopment area. Main Street is alive with activity. State government and USC are within
walking distance, and our immediate four block radius is filled with all of the daily signs of
our community’s brokenness and hopefulness. There are deep, rich and important
ministries to be done here. Let’s continue to talk this summer about what God is calling us
to do and be in our neighborhood.
In Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Paul

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who comforts us.
With your Spirit accompany us on our life's journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. elw p. 41
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Ebenezer's
SEEDS OF HOPE FARMERS MARKET
LuMin is creating the Gamecock Lutheran
Alumni and Friends Association. This organization is open to anyone who wants to support
campus ministry, even those who were not part
of the campus ministry programs while in
school. This organization is about supporting
campus ministry now.
St. Luke's Lutheran, 1127 Olympia Avenue,
Columbia is hosting a kick-off event for this
new auxiliary organization
Saturday - July 20- 5:00 - 7:00 pm.
Doc's BBQ. Live music. Door prizes and more.
Buy your tickets online or call 803.525.4100 by
July 10. Tickets: $10 adults & kids under 12 $5.

Thursdays 7:30-10:30 am
Richland Street Courtyard
until early September.
Come and shop for your fresh vegetables and
fruits and help a SC farmer. Share this information with your friends, family & neighbors.
Interested in helping? Contact Hank Betcher
803-603-3917/e-mail LTCHank@att.net.

Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees
of every kind on earth that bear fruit
with the seed in it.” And it was so.
Genesis 1:11

www.GamecockLutheran.com 803.567.1972
Find out about Lutheran Campus Ministry at other
South Carolina campuses at https://scsynod.com/
lutheran-campus-ministry/ or across the country at
https://lumin-network.com/ .
If you attended the
Ebenezer Ministry Fair
in June you were able to
learn about the many
ministries here at
Ebenezer and in the community, find your "fit"
and sign up to participate.
It's not too late to sign up to serve on a ministry
team or be part of an event or group. Reach out to
the team leaders and let them know your interest
or call the church office and we can put you in
touch with the right person.
There are so many ways to serve: usher, receptions, nursery, acolyte, crucifer, altar guild, yard
crew, in the kitchen, teach children, teach adults,
join a ministry team, plan a special event, etc…
The possibilities are endless!

NEW GENERATION
A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is
welcome to join the group on outings, meetings & trips.

Thurs, July 18 - Lunch at Shealy's BBQ
and a stop along the way for peaches and
fresh vegetables. We will leave from the
Sumter Street parking lot at 11:00 am.
September 9-12 (Mon-Thurs) Bible Study
& Beach Retreat at the Coastal Retreat
Center, Isle of Palms. $225 per person.
*Sunday, September 8, 3:00 pm in church
library - Final meeting for people going to
New York/Cruise to Canada
October 5-12 Cruise to Canada A few
cabins are still available.*
To sign up or questions contact Linda Davis
803-309-2406/ritadogdav@aol.com
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THE FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM THANKS ALL WHO GIVE
ENJOY
the CONVENIENCE
GENEROUSLY OF TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE.
of ELECTRONIC GIVING Remember that Ebenezer offers electronic giving to automate
your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency
for our congregation to support our shared ministries. Online giving allows you to go to
www.ebenezerlutheran.org at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, change your
donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history. As you
contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.
If you have questions, contact Philip Bingenheimer. Phil is the church office on Tuesdays.
765-9430 / pbingenheimer@ebenezerlutheran.org.

online GIVING easy | fast | effective

HAND IN HAND –
FAMILY PROMISE, EBENEZER and the WOMAN’S CLUB OF COLUMBIA
Once again we want to thank you for your
time, talents, and love! Three families (four
adults and six children) called Ebenezer “home”
for the week of May 19-26. Over sixty members
of the congregation networked to serve meals,
stay overnight, purchase food and supplies, share
zoo passes, set up rooms, wash linens, organize
closets, and convert “bedrooms” back into
Sunday School classrooms. Others of you shared
fervent prayers that we felt throughout the
week. A vital Columbia organization, The
Woman’s Club of Columbia, provided grant
funding for important items.
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Our Family Promise families use the Parish Life
Center dining room as a place for meals and
fellowship. Following meals, they need comfortable seating so that they can relax together
to watch television, read, or visit. The funds
provided by the Woman’s Club allowed us to
purchase a futon that can be used as a couch for
our guests. Throughout the week our families
and volunteers enjoyed this sturdy, comfortable
addition to our “living room” area.

The Woman’s Club grant also allowed us to
purchase food through the week. It means so
much to be able to provide our guests with
healthy food choices and much needed supplies
while they are with us!
Together we can… Family Promise serves as the
Major Missional Activity for Ebenezer. As a
congregation, we have committed our energy
and support for this ministry inititive. However,
we must look to outside sources for sustainability. It is very humbling, but yet very powerful to
watch God’s hand in motion as Ebenezer members as well as the Woman’s Club of Columbia
play dynamic roles in making our week with the
families a workable reality. We are beyond
grateful to all of you for the way that you live
your faith by sharing your love!
-Elizabeth Padget & Grace Metzgar
ELC Family Promise Coordinators
*Our next scheduled week to host families is
September 8-15. Please mark your calendar.

Our mission is to engage
the community around
us with the Good News
of Jesus Christ, but we are
also intent on protecting
our members and guests when we are in our
facility.
God has placed us in a wonderful, diverse, and
challenging neighborhood. Our security task
force has worked very hard to create guidelines
and plans to help us fulfill our mission and to keep
us safe.
Here are some general things we can all do to
enhance our safety and security:
Be aware of your surroundings at all times.
Say something to someone if you see
something that is unsafe.
The non-emergency number for Columbia
Police Department is 803 252-2911.
The emergency number 911.
Do not prop doors open before, during or
after meetings! For everyone’s safety our
doors need to remain locked at all times.
Life is better when we walk with others –
use the “buddy” system when you leave the
building to return to your car.
Give us your suggestions as well! Our Council
and Security Task Force are committed to making
Ebenezer a safe and engaging community.

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MET JUNE 18
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:

 On June 30 during worship we will
recognize and thank Richland
County Conservation Commission
(RCCC) for their support and grants
for restoring the chapel ceiling and
refinishing the exterior church doors.
Worship this day will be held in the
Chapel, followed by a reception.
 Approved a recommendation from
Security Task Force to have a person
monitor the portico during worship.
The Task Force’s recommendation to
lock doors outside the church office
and Parish Life Center at the
beginning of worship has already
been implemented.
 Approved the following for the
Nominating Committee for Council
and Foundation: Pastor Paul
Aebischer, Linda Smith Shealy, Mike
Siomacco, Buddy Bateman, Karen
Hardy, Rosemary Jones.
 The Constitution and Bylaws are
currently being revised for
congregational approval.
Full minutes for every meeting are available by
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of
each month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room.
All Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and
observe Council meetings.
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of June 15

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In memory of Harold Park by Howard & Debbie Seale, Joyce Lybrand, Dorothy Ropp,
Phil Bingenheimer & Jim Johnson, Euenla Sloan, David & Carolyn Donges, Helen Sanders
*In memory of John Lewis by Roger & Linda Davis
*In memory of John Dreher by Fred & Linda Fellers, Steve & Susan Peeples, Joe & Gwen Shealy,
Roger & Linda Davis, Joyce Lybrand
*In honor of David and Martha Cobb by David Wertz
Member Care *In memory of Harold Park by Bob & Dottie Hampton
Music Ministry *In honor of Roger and Linda Davis by David Wertz
Pentecost Banner *In memory of The Rev. Dr. Donald E. Woolly by Judy Woolly
Thanksgiving & Memorial
*In memory of John Dreher by Jean Catalano, John & Elaine Nichols, Silas Holmes, Bob & Dottie
Hampton, Lib Carswell, Harry & Jeanelle Clayton, Gregory Electric, Kay Lydon, John & Marcie Baker,
David & Martha Cobb, Jane Hegler & Robin Brunsman, Lorrie Ballantine, Judy Wooly, Helen Sanders,
CBIC Team 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP

JUNE

MEETING REVIEW

“Rich with emotion, humor, and tenderness…a novel about an old man growing young, a young man
growing up, and the modern age coming to a small southern town.” – Washington Post Book World

This quote is a perfect description of Cold Sassy
Tree by Olive Ann Burns. We truly enjoyed this
delightful book which also piqued interest in the
sequel, Leaving Cold Sassy, a New York Times
best seller though not completed before the
author’s death.

6

The novel provides a realistic picture of life in
the South in the early 1900s. The author credits
her father, who actually lived in Commerce
(Cold Sassy), Georgia during the story’s time
frame, for the authenticity of many events in the
tale. We appreciated the superbly crafted and
believable characters, some of whom were
lovable despite their flaws and others who were
not lovable simply because of their flaws.

The story includes prejudice (toward African
Americans, mill workers, “white trash”, Yankees);
jealousy among family members; a scandalous
marriage; suicide; religious intolerance; and
felony crime. Even so, Burns cleverly created a
story that is mostly remembered for the humor,
love and redemption evidenced throughout the
narrative. Pat Conroy called this “A hilarious and
passionate book…One of the best portraits of
small town southern life ever written.” We agree!
Our group does not meet in July. We meet next
on August 1 at 10:00 am in the Parlor when we
will discuss the classic, For Whom the Bell Tolls,
by Ernest Hemingway. All women are welcome
to attend. -Diane Jones

Thank-you...
Words cannot properly express my gratitude for your
kindness. My Ebenezer family members have once
again shared love in so many, many beautiful ways.
My children and I appreciate your prayers, calls,
cards, emails, meals, gifts, and visits. Pastor Paul's
early visit before my recent knee surgery filled our
hearts with God's strength and peace.
I know that God continues to richly bless my life
through each of you. I will always cherish your
kindness, encouragement, and support. I look forward
to worshiping with you again soon.
Love,
-Elizabeth Padget
To My Ebenezer Family,
Just a note of thanks for all the prayers, calls, cards
and visits while I have been undergoing knee surgery
and physical therapy. It is and has been so comforting
to know that so many people care. Thanks especially
to Pastor Paul and what he means to us, especially at
5:30 in the morning. Thanks, thanks, thanks.
Fondly,
-David Cobb
Dear Ebenezer Family,
Thank you for your many expressions of love and
concern during my recent knee replacement and
recovery. The many cards, meals, visits, phone calls,
and altar flowers brightened my days of confinement.
I'm looking forward to being back in the pews very
soon!! You have been a blessing to me.
In Christian love,
-Judy Heise

Remember these special members
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.

Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & Marilyn
Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Marilyn Minick,
Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata;
Amara Place: Jo Creason; Heritage at Lowman:
Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher King,
Sandra Lewis, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise;
Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce
O'Sheal ❧

Member Update
Joined the Church Triumphant
 Gertrude Metze, June 15

Dear Ebenezer Family and Staff,
Buddy and I sincerely appreciate the many ways you
have reached out to us the past few weeks. Your
prayers, kind acts of encouragement and concern, and
Pastor Paul's visits have been comforting as my heart
mends.
We are deeply grateful for each of you as you bring
Christ's light into our lives.
With hope,
-Ellen Bateman

New Generation: In June this group enjoyed being on the set of the News at Noon - WIS TV.
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ.
Office Hours
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday-Friday
803.765.9430
Visit us on the Web
http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org
and Facebook

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
1301 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201-2578
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Ebenezer Staff
Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul E. Aebischer
Vicar
Ashton Roberts
Director of Music & Worship
David E. Turner
Administrative Associate
Diane M. Oliver
Financial Assistant
Philip A. Bingenheimer

Church Council

Sundays
9:15 am Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am Worship

OFFICERS
Fred Fellers, President
Linda Smith Shealy, Vice Pres

Ali Jones, Secretary
Beth Mays, Treasurer

Wednesdays
12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Callie Baucom 2019
Roger Davis 2019
Fred Fellers 2019
Mike Siomacco 2019
Linda Smith Shealy 2019
Mark Bokesch 2020
Ed Kelly 2020

Colleen Siniard 2020
Diane Stone 2020
Angela Forand 2021
Ali Jones 2021
Joyce Rose-Harris 2021
Fred Olafson 2021

Ministry Teams
& Team Leaders
Communications Faith Formation - Ali Jones
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer
Member Care - Linda Davis
Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown
Personnel - Rich Roberson
Property - Jay Metts
Stewardship - Judy Woolly
Worship- Karen Hardy

Monthly calendar of events
on line at
www.ebenezerlutheran.org
The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News
is 12 noon, Monday, July 15.
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing
to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org

We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

