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This epic African adventure engages the whole herd.
At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith
that powers them through this wild life.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 16 - 20
Sunday 4:00-7:00 pm
All Ages - The Young & Not As Young
Monday-Thursday 8:45 am-12:15 pm
Ages 2 - Rising 8th Grade
Register online: www.ebenezerlutheran.org
If you are interested in helping contact Ali Jones
alihilljones@gmail.com/803.942.2103

Pastor’s Page

"...when God "catches" us being our best selves."

Dear Saints of God at Ebenezer,
When our boys were in elementary school they would occasionally bring home a certificate that said “Caught Being Good,” detailing a moment when they were prepared for
class, or quiet during quiet time, or helpful to someone. Remembering my own childhood when teachers were on the lookout for bad behavior, I liked the idea that their
teachers were looking for opportunities to celebrate kindness and generosity. The certificate also reminded me of one of my seminary professors whose favorite expression was
“no good deed goes unpunished.” Isn’t that one way to understand the passion story?
That Jesus was “caught” embodying God’s goodness?
There are moments in our congregational life when God “catches” us being our best
selves. I love those moments. The moments when we surround the discouraged with our
love and support. The moments when we pass the legacy of faith along to our youngest
members. The moments when we embody hope and continuity for those who are bereaved. The moments when we show our compassionate heart and welcoming spirit to
our community. The moments when we are sincerely and completely caught up in the
joy of worship. The moments when we disagree with each other in mutual respect and
love. These are the moments that God uses to show the world what it means to be the
Church.
The radiant light of Easter dawn reveals God’s best self, but it shows us our true selves as
well. Let us live and minister together with confidence in God’s dream, in the joy and
beauty of God’s resurrection life!
In Christ’s Peace
Pastor Paul

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might.
By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen. elw p. 33
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Ebenezer Lutheran Church
EVELYN BACHELLER SCHOLARSHIP
Evelyn Bacheller, a faithful member of
Ebenezer Lutheran Church until her death,
was a math teacher and was keenly interested
in the education of young minds. In her will
she left a sum of money as an endowment
for the purpose of assisting in the college
education of young people of Ebenezer.
Applications are available now for entering
full-time freshmen who have been accepted
into a degree program of a college or university for the fall of 2019. To be eligible to
apply, the student or at least one parent must
be a member of Ebenezer Lutheran Church.
The deadline for applying is June 30, 2019.
Evelyn Bacheller Scholarship Committee
Lynn Ballentine, Chair
Bob Hampton
Pastor Paul Aebischer

NEW GENERATION
A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome
to join the group on outings, meetings & trips.

Dominic Brown, Chief Meteorologist at
WIS-TV, has invited our group to the
television studio Thursday, May 23 for the
WIS News 10 at Noon, news and weather
show.
We need to be in place at the studio by
11:30; therefore we will leave from the corner parking lot, Sumter & Calhoun, at 11am.
After the show, we will go to eat as a group.
Sign up with Linda Davis - 803-309-2406

DISCIPLE CAMP/2019
"David and The Giants"

Facing the giants of life
with the grace and love of God.

July 21 – 25
Disciple Camp is thrilled to partner with
St. Paul’s Lutheran for a fun filled week!

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:
In honor of Disciple Camp’s 25th anniversary,
we are offering an Early Bird Registration
Discount available through June 30, so sign up
now! Camp cost includes lodging, meals, snacks,
camp activities & t-shirt.
REGISTER ONLINE: www.ebenezerlutheran.org
COST:
Day Campers | rising 1st-2nd grade
$120*/$170
Overnight Campers | rising 3rd-9th grade
$275*/$320
Family Discount
Siblings Get an Extra-Special Deal!
1st sibling – 25% off; 2nd sibling – 50% off
Friend Discount – Bring a friend!
20% off for you AND your friend
*Early Registration Discount/Full cost after June 30
Scholarships assistance is available by speaking
with Pastor Paul.

For additional camp information/questions
contact Ali Jones
alihilljones@gmail.com/803.942.2103
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LUTHERAN SERVICES CAROLINAS
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
"For this is the message you have heard from the beginning,
that we should love one another." 1John 3:11

Dear Ebenezer Friends,
There are so many wonderful programs and
organizations to support with our time and
funds – it’s hard to know where to send your
charitable gifts. I’d like to share with you a onetime opportunity to support an ongoing
Lutheran endeavor that has a measurable history
of success, a strong record of responsible stewardship, and a progressive and dynamic vision
for the future. My reference is to Lutheran
Services Carolinas (formerly, Lutheran Family
Services) and their present Love One Another
capital campaign.
The Love One Another capital campaign is a
needed energizer for Lutheran child and family
services in South Carolina. The projects that are
part of the campaign will address the emerging
critical needs and benefit three groups of people
that LSC has been successfully serving for many
years. The campaign will include a focus on
guiding children and young people, welcoming
the stranger, and encouraging individuals with
developmental and/or intellectual disabilities.
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As Lutherans, we are part of a loving and solid
tradition of outward focused faith, social conscience and financial support. During the
month of May, Ebenezer will be focusing on a
$10,000 one-time contribution goal to support
and broaden the work of Lutheran Services
Carolinas. Our $10,000 goal has the support of
our church council and is based on our membership (equaling $167 per member, or about
$3/week/per member for a year).

We’re off to a wonderful start! We have committed the first month's rent-$2,500- from our
new Ebenezer tenant, Transitional Foster Care
for Unaccompanied Children to this project,
and we have a full month to educate ourselves
on LSC services and prayerfully consider a onetime donation to meet our $10,000 commitment.
During the month of May, please consider a
one-time gift to the Love One Another Campaign. Envelopes and online giving information
will be provided in the weekly bulletins during
May.
Wondering what to give mom for Mother’s
Day? Or dad for Father’s Day? Or the graduate?
What better gift could there be than a contribution in their name to LSC. The loving care that
Lutheran Services Carolinas provides will be
shared with someone in need in their honor
with a gift card sent to your special person in
your name. More information will be available
each Sunday in May.
Please prayerfully consider a financial gift to a
long-standing Lutheran tradition and plan a
contribution to our May campaign.
God’s peace.
Joan Van Schaik, Campaign Chair
Joanvanschaik@gmail.com
803-699-6244

Recently Carolyn and David Donges were
honored for their
work by the James
R. Crumley, Jr.
Archives at the
annual Friends
of the Archives
Dinner. The event
was held at the
Lexington County
Museum which is near the first site of
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary.
In addition, St. Stephens Lutheran Church and
the South Carolina Synod were honored for
their work. Many Ebenezer members attended the dinner, too.

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MET APRIL 16
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:

There is still a space available from Ebenezer
at the 2019 Synod Voting Assembly for one
voting member under the age of 30. Diane
Stone, Joyce Lybrand, Linda Davis and Karen
Hardy are the voting members of the 2019
Synod Voting Assembly from Ebenezer.
A large tree near the corner of Calhoun and
Sumter is dying. This is on City property, and
will be removed by the City.
Water drainage issues around the building
continue to be investigated and need to be
corrected.
Approved creating a specific line item in the
budget for the rent monies from Lutheran
Services of the Carolinas.
Full minutes for every meeting are available by request.
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 5:45
pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer members are
welcome to attend and observe Council meetings.

Above: Pastor Paul telling the story of Easter to the children.
Below are some of the younger children who participated in the Easter activities.
It was a great morning! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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CONGRATULATIONS Ali Jones!

April 13, was a special day for our own
Ali Jones as she was recognized at
Church Women United's Spring
Luncheon as being this year's EBENEZER
OUTSTANDING YOUNG WOMAN!
Ali does so much for all of us here at
Ebenezer in her work with Faith Formation, a member of council, church
council secretary and more. She is certainly
deserving of this recognition and more.

Past recipients from Ebenezer have been
Veronica Banton and Grace Metzgar.
Congratulations, Ali, and thank you for the
numerous hours you spend in planning,
creating, and executing wonderful events
Christine Price, Ali Jones, Judy Woolly, Linda Davis, Joyce Lybrand for us.
Are we not lucky to have such young
women in our midst as Grace, Veronica
and Ali?
-Judy Woolly

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP

APRIL

MEETING REVIEW

What a fantastic novel Francis Spufford has
written! Golden Hill is the first non-fiction book
written by this acclaimed author of several nonfiction works. The story is set in pre Revolutionary
America spanning a two-month period. The
author, an Englishman, is a credible historian
about life in that time period. The novel contains
fascinating historical information about life in
New York in 1746, with no detail spared about
corrupt politicians, ridiculous mores, prejudices
and behaviors of the upper class, and duels fought
under the guise of “honor”. All of this is done with
exquisite and brilliant prose, humor, mystery,
intrigue and even a love story.
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Initially, the language is challenging, being the
authentic King’s English of the time. However,

once into the story, the language becomes inconsequential. Dwight Garner, a reviewer for the New
York Times stated that he, “…read it [this novel] in
what felt like 10 minutes, and it left my mind
feeling like it had been kissed by some sunburn…
Delirious storytelling backfilled with this much
intelligence is a rare and happy sight.” Truly, once
into the story, it is difficult to put the book
down. There are simply not enough superlatives to
describe this incredible book.
-Diane Jones
Our next meeting is on May 2 at 10:00 am
when Pastor Paul will lead discussion
on Outliers by Malcom Gladwell,
a book he suggested to our group.

Thank-you...
Dear Ebenezer Friends,
Thank you all so very much for the prayers, calls,
cards and food received during the passing of my
mother and my recent surgery.
Terry and I feel we have a new home at Ebenezer.
Thank you also for the use of the kitchen and dining
room for the family meal after my mother's service.
Thankfully,
Dianne McCarty

Remember these special members
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.

John Dreher, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd &
Marilyn Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Marilyn
Minick, Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja
Zagata; Amara Place: Jo Creason; Heritage at
Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher
King, Sandra Lewis, Gertrude Metze,
Harold Park, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise;
Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce
O'Sheal ❧

Thanks to the generous support of Ebenezer, Pack
#963 enjoyed a wonderful aluminum track for the
2019 Pinewood Derby. The track was much more
sturdy and didn't have the bump that sent cars flying
like our old wooden track. The scouts spent a lot of
time crafting their cars and their hard work paid off.
The race was a lot of fun for all who participated.
Thank you to members of Ebenezer for your generous support of the Pack and its activities!
-Gene Bell, Scoutmaster

The Rev. Karen M. Sease*
has been appointed Assistant
to the Bishop for Vocations and
Leadership/Mission Advancement
by Bishop Patricia Davenport, for the
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod.
"We are grateful to have Pastor Sease on our
Office of the Bishop Team,” said Bishop Davenport. “Her gifts for connecting with lay and
rostered leaders will strengthen our Vocations
and Leadership efforts, and her ability to cultivate generosity will expand our Mission Advancement work."
-additional information at MINISTRYLINK.ORG
*Karen was baptized as an infant at Ebenezer and
an active member until her pastoral call following
seminary.

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of April 15

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In honor of Ruby Ford by Stephen & Susan Peeples
*In honor of the people of Ebenezer by David Wertz
Family Promise
*In honor of those who volunteer by David Wertz
Music Ministry
*In honor of the Chancel Choir by David Wertz 
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ.
Office Hours
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday-Friday
803.765.9430
Visit us on the Web
http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org
and Facebook

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
1301 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201-2578
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Ebenezer Staff
Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul E. Aebischer
Director of Music & Worship
David E. Turner
Administrative Associate
Diane M. Oliver
Financial Assistant
Philip A. Bingenheimer

Church Council

Sundays
9:15am Sunday School for All Ages
10:30am Worship

OFFICERS
Fred Fellers, President
Linda Smith Shealy, Vice Pres

Ali Jones, Secretary
Beth Mays, Treasurer

Wednesdays
12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Callie Baucom 2019
Roger Davis 2019
Fred Fellers 2019
Mike Siomacco 2019
Linda Smith Shealy 2019
Mark Bokesch 2020
Ed Kelly 2020

Colleen Siniard 2020
Diane Stone 2020
Angela Forand 2021
Ali Jones 2021
Joyce Rose-Harris 2021
Fred Olafson 2021

Ministry Teams
& Team Leaders
Communications - Julie Siomacco
Faith Formation - Ali Jones
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer
Member Care - Linda Davis
Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown
Personnel - Rich Roberson
Property - Jay Metts
Stewardship - Judy Woolly
Worship- Karen Hardy

Monthly calendar of events
on line at
www.ebenezerlutheran.org
The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News
is 12 noon, Wednesday, May 15.
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing
to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org

We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

