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Imposition of Ashes
March 6
7:45 am in the chapel*
12:10 pm in the chapel*
6:00 pm in the church*










March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10
Wednesdays in Lent
12:10 pm Mid-day Worship in the chapel*
6:30 pm Holden Evening Prayer in the chapel
*Sacrament of Holy Communion celebrated

OPERATION INASMUCH
A COMPASSION REVOLUTION

Day of Service
March 30
in partnership with St. Paul’s & the SC Synod
"Operation Inasmuch helps churches move out of the seats and into the streets
to serve their neighbors in need. It’s a time for everyone to do
hands-on ministry outside the walls of their buildings. Groups from
different congregations join forces, plan projects, and spend time working together."
Watch for Details!

Pastor’s Page
Dear Saints of God at Ebenezer,
As a teenager I frequently made a drive from
our home in Oak Ridge, Tennessee (eastern
part of the state) to a place on the Cumberland
Plateau about an hour west. Two things were
there – a church camp where I spent four of
my high school and college summers, and a
vacation spot that was a family favorite. Most
of my best young adult memories reside in one
of those two places. Though familiar and long,
the drive itself was more of a joyful ritual than
a tedious chore – each mile seemed to have a
happy memory or a beautiful vista to enjoy.
We’re about to travel together, as a congregation, along one of our most well-traveled and
familiar routes – the Lenten journey with Jesus
to Jerusalem and the cross. This will be my 58th
trip as a Christian, and my 29th as a leader in
Christ’s Church, and I’m amazed that while the

itinerary never changes the scenery becomes
even more meaningful each year. Each sign,
milepost, and familiar face is both a reminder
of our sacred history with one another, and a
promise of what God will do next. The gift for
me this year will be traveling this journey with
the people of Ebenezer for the first time. As we
anticipate, grieve, and at last celebrate, God
will certainly breathe new life and purpose into
our ministry together.
On the Sundays in March our GodVerb, “God
Provides,” will accompany our familiar Lenten
themes. And throughout Lent we will worship
with Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesday
evenings in our Chapel. I invite you to commit
yourself – fully and deeply – to our shared
journey through the season of Lent.
In Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Paul

March Sunday Morning Conversation Series
“Divergent Church”
9:30-10:15 am in the Reception Room
Pastor Paul will lead a conversation series about the bewildering changes
to the 21st century Church. What can “classic church” congregations like
Ebenezer learn from innovative ministries that are scarcely recognizable as
“church?” And, what elements of “classic church” are essential and life-giving
for us as we move forward?
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Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you
and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with
confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. elw p. 26

Join Us to Plan GraceWorks 2019
Saturday- March 2 - 11am - 3pm
Parish Life Center - Dining Room
Each summer, Lutheran youth in middle and
high school grades come together from area
churches for a week of service all across the Midlands. Agencies served during the week include
the Autism Academy, Camp Discovery, Hannah
House, Transitions, St. Lawrence Place, Water
Wagon and more!
The date for GraceWorks 2019 is July 14-19
Each day starts with worship, then youth and
adults depart for service projects. At the end of
the day participants come back together to share
what was meaningful from the day’s experiences.
This is Ebenezer’s year to host GraceWorks.
If you’d like to participate in the planning, join
us Saturday, March 2. Questions? email
mimiwb@sc.rr.com or call/text Mimi Wortham
Brown at 803-319-5007.

LOOKING AHEAD:
SUNDAY, APRIL 14
10:30 am Palm Sunday
MON-TUES-WEDS, APRIL 15, 16, 17
12:10 pm Service of the Word
THURSDAY, APRIL 18
7:00 pm Maundy-Thursday Service
FRIDAY, APRIL 19
12:10 pm Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm Adoration of the Cross

Shrove Tuesday - March 5
JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL
PANCAKE SUPPER & LENTEN PREPARATION!
Activities begin at 6:00 pm
Supper served at 6:30 pm

MONTHLY BREAKFASTS
FOR TEACHERS AT LOGAN ELEMENTARY
As part of Ebenezer’s efforts to partner with
our neighborhood school, Logan Elementary, the Outreach Team will be delivering
breakfast foods to the school’s teachers one
morning per month this school year. We are
looking for 2-3 church members each month
to team up and purchase enough granola
bars, muffins, fruit or other easily-transported
items for one morning. If you can help, sign
up at the kiosk in the Reception Room.
Mitchell Kneece (803-719-6116) will contact
you regarding the date of the breakfast and
will pick up the food from your team.

Children, Youth, Adults, Parents
Save these Summer Dates
And Plan to Participate
Vacation Bible School
June 16-21

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
10 am Easter Activities & Egg Hunt
8:00 pm Easter Vigil
SUNDAY, APRIL 21
9:15 am Continental Breakfast & Fellowship
10:30 am Festival Worship Easter Sunday

GraceWorks
July 14-19

Disciple Camp
July 21-25
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FAMILY PROMISE APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
AND CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING
SUNDAY, APRIL 7 If you have helped in any way large or small - with Family Promise, or if you would
like to learn how to get involved in this ministry, join us for an
appreciation luncheon following the church service Sunday, April
7 in the Parish Life Center Dining Room.
During the luncheon we will hear an update on Family Promise
plans for the year as well as important training guidelines for the
program.
RSVP BY NOON, FRIDAY, MARCH 30 by calling 803.765.9430.
Following lunch we will meet with Angela Forand for an important Child Protection Policy "re-certification class". If you are
working with Family Promise, Vacation Bible School, Sunday
School, or Disciple Camp, please make it a priority to attend this
class.

"Stewardship Moment"
Joyful people will be
generous people, and
generous people will be
joyful people - it is
difficult to say which is
effect, for either appears
to produce the other."
Milo Kauffman
in Stewards of God

Thank you for allowing us this important opportunity to not only
thank you for your service but also "train together" to prepare for
our service in the future!
Grace Metzgar & Elizabeth Padget, ELC Family Promise Coordinators

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP - FEBRUARY MEETING REVIEW
“He that is thy friend indeed,
He will help thee in thy need…” William Shakespeare
In her memoir My Glory Was I Had Such Friends,
Amy Silverstein pays tribute to nine friends who
supported her in the months preceding her second
heart transplant. These incredible women took turns
staying in Amy’s hospital room around the clock,
providing continuous care, love and support to their
friend whose first transplanted heart was failing
when receiving another heart was not guaranteed.
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When dealing with medical staff, Amy was sometimes abrasive, but we realized she was responding
to a history of repetitive invasive procedures, at times
performed with incompetence and/or disregard for
her. As a defense, she memorized classic poetry she
recited during painful procedures. Those poems
included ones by William Ernest Henley,
Shakespeare, T. S. Eliot, William Wordsworth and

E. E. Cummings. The book’s title comes from “The
Municipal Gallery Revisited” by William Butler
Yeats.
There are frequent references to hummingbirds in
the memoir. We noted Amy’s reference to an essay
about hummingbirds by Brian Doyle whose novel,
Chicago was our December book selection. There
were also references to Amy’s search for spiritual
help for her challenging journey. The book contains
valuable information about organ transplantation.
The main purpose of this candid memoir was to extol the virtues of the women who showed up for
Amy when she most needed their love and support.
That goal was achieved.
We meet next at 10:30 am Thursday, March 7, to
discuss the acclaimed novel, Sing, Unburied, Sing by
Jesmyn Ward.
-Diane Jones

Family Promise Gala - March 23
Family Promise of the Midlands will
host its fourth annual gala to raise muchneeded funds for ministry in 2019.
Due to the overwhelming response
the event has been moved to 701
Whaley and that means additional
tickets are available! The “Night of
Promise” gala includes heavy hors d’oeuvres, music, dancing, fellowship and a
silent auction. This year’s master of ceremonies is Craig Melvin, news anchor on
NBC’s Today Show who got his start here
in the Midlands at WIS-TV.
Individual tickets are $85. A group of ten
people can sponsor a table and sit together
for $1,000. Individual tickets may be purchased on Eventbrite or through the FPM
Day Center (803.832.4765).

EBENEZER WOMEN &
ELCA GOOD GIFTS:
Gifts That Change Lives
Did you know that $1,000 can make an
impact on the lives of families around the
world? Ebenezer’s Ruth Circle does.
Twice a year we bring an extra “Joy”
offering to our circle meetings. Through
the ELCA Good Gifts ministry, we
gifted the following – 10 chicks, a pair of
goats, stocked a health clinic for two
weeks, supplied vaccinations for 10
children, purchased mosquito nets for a
small village, and provided 10 clinic
visits for a child. Through the generous,
loving hands of Ruth Circle, we can and
do make a difference.
To learn more visit www.elcagoodgifts
and see how you can participate.

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MET FEBRUARY 19
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:

* ELCA Foundation gift planner Mitzie Shafer
came and gave an informative presentation on
gift planning.
* Columbia Police Department has started
monitoring the activities at the church on
Sunday mornings. Their first Sunday was
February 17. This has been paid for through the
year by an anonymous donor.
* The chapel window project to replace the
window coverings is anticipated to start the
beginning of March.
* The heating unit in the Parish Life Center is in
the process of being replaced. Council is grateful
for an anonymous donor.
* Council approved entering into a contract
with Lutheran Services of the Carolinas for
complete use of the third floor. This space will
be used for their Day School for unaccompanied
minors in foster care homes in South Carolina.
* A revision was passed for the Hold Harmless
Agreement on the Physical Plant Usage form.
Full minutes for every meeting are available by request.
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 5:45
pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer members are
welcome to attend and observe Council meetings.

Interested in one of the women's circle groups?
Contact a Circle Leader: Elizabeth Circle meets
first Monday morning of the month. Dorothy Ropp
782.6976 Ruth Circle meets first Monday evening
of the month. Linda Davis 309.2406 Lydia Circle
meets mid afternoon the second Tuesday of the
month. Judy Woolly 772.4295
Lutheran women. Faithfull women.
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PREPARING FOR EASTER Again this year you can order potted lilies to be
placed in the church for the Easter service. Please use the form below to place your
order. You may submit orders by mail or place your order form & check in the offering plate on Sunday morning. Please designate “Lilies” in the memo line of the
check. Cost per lily -$13.25. Deadline to order - Sunday, March 31.
Alternative lilies can be purchased to honor or remember a loved one while sharing God’s love in a tangible way. The funds received from “alternative lilies”, help
support efforts throughout our community such as Family Promise, Operation Inasmuch, GraceWorks
& Cub Scout Pack #963.
Your gift will be listed in the Easter worship bulletin.
Deadline to receive orders is Sunday, March 31
No phone orders please.
Enclosed $________($13.25 each) for ____________# potted lilies
Enclosed $________($13.25 each) for ____________# alternative lilies
Potted lilies
In memory of __________________________________________________________________
In honor of ___________________________________________________________________
by___________________________________________________________________________
Alternative lilies
In memory of __________________________________________________________________
In honor of____________________________________________________________________
by___________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of February 15
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Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In memory of Bradley Brunson
by Joyce Lybrand
*In memory of Dot Alexander, Bradley
Brunson, Dick Coolidge, Birdie Culp, Bob
Hennies, Pat Wertz, Rob Windhorn
by Buddy & Ellen Bateman
General Fund
*In memory of Bradley Brunson
by Harry & Jeanelle Clayton
Music Ministry
*In memory of Kirk Hardy
by Judy Woolly
Thanksgiving & Memorial
* In memory of Ruth Shay
by Judy Woolly 

Patrons and Friends of the Arts at Ebenezer presents

Byrne and Kelly
7:00 pm - Saturday - May 4
Ebenezer Sanctuary
What began as Celtic Thunder's Neil Byrne and
Ryan Kelly performing a series of shows together
called 'Acoustic By Candlelight' back in 2012 has
turned into what is now known as Byrne and
Kelly. Driven by dynamic vocal harmonies, the duo
seamlessly combines genres like traditional Irish and
Americana to create a fresh, Celtic folk sound that
has garnered comparisons to iconic folk-rock duos
like Simon & Garfunkel and The Everly Brothers.
*Tickets are $30 each. Call David Turner 765.9430
to reserve your tickets!

Thank-you...
Family Promise Guests
"Feel the Love"… The eight Family Promise guests
who stayed with us January 20-27 mentioned several
times how much they appreciated Ebenezer's gracious
welcome. They enjoyed the delicious meals, the warm
bedrooms, the basketball court and the genuine, caring
fellowship. Thank you for opening your hearts to these
beautiful families. Your willingness to share your gifts
of money, food, and talents is gratefully appreciated. This ministry would NOT be a reality without the
network of over 60 "Ebenezer angels" who give so
generously! Our next opportunity to serve together in
this effort will be May 19-26!
Grace Metzgar & Elizabeth Padget
ELC Family Promise Coordinators
Dear Ebenezer Friends,
Thank you for your cards, visits, calls, and prayers during my recent surgery, hospitalization and recovery.
Special thanks to Pastor Paul for his prayers and visits
during my stay in the hospital.
Sincerely,
Joe Shealy
Thanks to all for your help with our special screening
of Chasing Coral with the Conservation Voters of
South Carolina and Rep. Seth Rose! It was great hearing Rep. Rose's vision for South Carolina! Thanks to
@Thrivent for the Action Team Grant that helped to
make this event possible #livegenerously.
-Mimi Wortham Brown

Remember these special members
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.

John Dreher, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd &
Marilyn Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Marilyn
Minick, Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja
Zagata; Amara Place: Jo Creason; Heritage at
Lowman: Augusta, Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher
King, Sandra Lewis, Gertrude Metze,
Harold Park, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise;
Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce
O'Sheal ❧
MEMBER UPDATES
Transfer
*Michael, Shelby, Clarissa and Vivian LeBron
Spring Valley Presbyterian, Columbia
*Doug Fritz
Messiah Lutheran, Savannah, Georgia

SUNDAYS at LOWMAN CONCERT SERIES
Heritage at Lowman Wellness Center
3:00 pm - Sunday - March 17
Sarah Land & Ryan Knott
Violin & Cello
Free and Open to the Public
2101 Dutch Fork Road-Chapin

Southern Bronze
will present

"An afternoon at the movies."
4:00 pm - Sunday - March 31
Ebenezer Sanctuary
The Midland's only all-auditioned handbell choir will present a concert of movie favorites with feature soloists from the
community. Free and open to all!
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ.
Office Hours
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday-Friday
803.765.9430
Visit us on the Web
http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org
and Facebook

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
1301 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201-2578
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Ebenezer Staff
Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul E. Aebischer
Director of Music & Worship
David E. Turner
Administrative Associate
Diane M. Oliver
Financial Assistant
Philip A. Bingenheimer

Church Council

Sundays
9:15am Sunday School for All Ages
10:30am Worship

OFFICERS
Fred Fellers, President
Linda Smith Shealy, Vice Pres

Ali Jones, Secretary
Beth Mays, Treasurer

Wednesdays
12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Callie Baucom 2019
Roger Davis 2019
Fred Fellers 2019
Mike Siomacco 2019
Linda Smith Shealy 2019
Mark Bokesch 2020
Ed Kelly 2020

Colleen Siniard 2020
Diane Stone 2020
Angela Forand 2021
Ali Jones 2021
Joyce Rose-Harris 2021
Fred Olafson 2021

Ministry Teams
& Team Leaders
Communications - Julie Siomacco
Faith Formation - Veronica Banton
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer
Member Care - Linda Davis
Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown
Personnel - Rich Roberson
Property - Jay Metts
Stewardship - Judy Woolly
Worship- Karen Hardy

Monthly calendar of events
on line at
www.ebenezerlutheran.org
The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News
is 12 noon, Friday, March 15.
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing
to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org

We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

