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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
SUNDAY-THURSDAY EVENINGS
JUNE 10-14
DINNER SERVED 5:30-6:00pm
ACTIVITIES 5:30-8:30pm
Join Daniel—torn from his home and forced into the king’s service.
Learn about his courage during his time in captivity.
We welcome parents and any additional
adults interested, to join us for this week
on our adventures, as there will be learning
and activities suited for people of all ages.
Registration is so easy this year! One form per
family. Please turn in your completed forms
no later than Sunday, June 3, so that we are prepared to serve all who join us
for this week of learning, fun and fellowship! Forms are available on-line or
from the church office.
*If you are interested in helping email Veronica Banton at v.banton@outlook.com

PASTOR’S PAGE...
ELCA presiding bishop calls on church to work for racial justice

By Candice Hill Buchbinder, ELCA News
Following the “Act Now: Unite to End
Racism” rally in Washington, D.C., the Rev.
Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), has issued a statement on racism,
recommitting this church “to work for racial
justice and inclusion, to work against white
privilege, and to be a church that truly
welcomes all.” The April 4 rally was held in
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.
BISHOP EATON’S STATEMENT:
In 2017, we observed the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation. In 500 years, Lutheranism has
grown into a global movement. We worship in
every language all over the world. There are
now more Lutherans of color than there are
European descent Lutherans. But here in the
United States, Lutherans are predominantly
white.
Lutherans came to this country in ethnic waves
in the 18th and 19th centuries. English was not
our first language; we kept to ourselves and
were mostly outside of the predominant
American culture. But Lutherans did share in
the dominant culture in that we were mostly
white and, therefore, had the privilege of not
having to think or talk about the reality of
racism in America.

We came to a tipping point in June 2015.
There, in Charleston, S.C., a stranger walked
into a Bible study at Mother Emmanuel and,
after being welcomed by pastors and people,
shot and killed nine. The martyrs of Mother
Emmanuel. Two of those killed, the Rev.
Clementa Pickney, pastor of Mother
Emmanuel, and the Rev. Daniel Simmons,
associate pastor, were graduates of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary. The shooter,
Dylann Roof, is a member of one of our
(ELCA) congregations. One of our own shot
and killed two who had adopted us as their
own. All of a sudden, and for all of us in the
ELCA, this was an intensely personal tragedy.
Racism wasn’t something outside of us; it was
in us and had been all along.
It is a funny thing about being confronted by
the truth – it can lead to transformation. Our
bishop in South Carolina talked with his
African Methodist Episcopal colleagues. The
shock and grief of the massacre was still raw.
But inaction was no longer an option. So
congregations, ELCA and AME, started
meeting together to share a meal, watch the
film “Selma” and then talk about the reality of
racism. The youth of our churches met
together to share a meal, watch the film
“Remember the Titans” and talk about the
reality of racism. It is a small step, but it is a
start.
… continued on page 4

O God of all, with wonderful diversity of languages and cultures you
created all people in your image. Free us from prejudice and fear, that
we may see your face in the faces of people around the world; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. elw page 79
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PUT THOSE WINTER BLUES BEHIND YOU
CAMP KINARD IS HOSTING
THE FIRST PARTY OF SUMMER
FEAST & FUN
FRIDAY, MAY 4
The Staff and South Carolina Lutheran
Retreat Centers Board of Trustees* invite
you to join them at Camp Kinard on May 4,
beginning at 6:00 pm for Feast & Fun. Each
ticket to this unique event includes a meal,
two (2) beer/wine tickets, live music
provided by Johnny Merck and the
Frogtown Lounge Lizards, games, and
much more!
For tickets or additional information,
contact the SCLRC main office at (803)
532.3183 or at contactus@sclrc.com.
*****
*Carolyn Donges and Nancy Tuten currently
serve on the South Carolina Lutheran Retreat
Centers Board of Trustees.

They're Back….Our Monthly
Koininia Events! WE ARE GOING TO SEE
THE FIREFLIES PLAY MAY 22. Those of you
who purchased the reserved seating are sure
to have a fantastic evening of baseball and
fellowship.
Watch for details for the
June Koininia Event

Join the SC Lutheran Men in Mission for
their "Mission Breakfast" 7am, Saturday,
June 2 at St. Paul's, Columbia, 1715 Bull St.
This year's breakfast will feature Pastor
Sherry Teves, Mission Developer Christ
Community of North Charleston.
Check sclmm.org for more details. $10 per
person or $15 for two, at the door.
RSVP to Von Metts by May 25.
803-944-0173 or vonmetts@yahoo.com

FROM YOUR CALL COMMITTEE
The Call Committee would like to thank
everyone for your prayers and support. We
know the Holy Spirit is
guiding this discernment
process as we continue to
interview candidates. We
appreciate your continued
prayers as we move
forward.
Jane Holmes, Jim Johnson,
Grace Metzgar, Elizabeth
Padget, Julie Siomacco,
Nancy Thomas

SECOND THURSDAY
SERVICE OF HEALING - MAY 10
6:30 PM in the sanctuary
We experience healing through the
Word, Eucharist, & laying on of hands
with anointing. All are welcome!

Many of you used the coin boxes during
the Lenten season to collect money for the
fight against hunger. The total collected
Easter Sunday was
$585.03 which has been
sent to the ELCA
World Hunger
campaign.
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… continued from page 2
We still have work to do. Within the ELCA,
we have named the reality of institutional and
structural racism. We have begun to pry
Lutheran identity away from European descent
identity. It is not culture and cuisine that define
us but our common witness to the gospel. We
recommit ourselves to work for racial justice
and inclusion, to work against white privilege,
and to be a church that truly welcomes all. We
cannot do this work alone. We will work with
ecumenical and interreligious partners. We will
show up. We will speak up. We will act up.

The martyrs of Mother Emmanuel were not
the first victims of violence. Martin Luther
King Jr. was not the first victim of violence.
Our only hope is in the innocent One who was
violently killed on Good Friday, Emmanuel,
God with us. He was wounded for our
transgressions including the deadly sin of
racism. But as he rose from the dead, we are
able to rise up.
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

pictured left-right
In attendance from Ebenezer:
Betty Park, Lib Carswell,
Joyce Rose-Harris,
Judy Woolly, Linda Davis,
honoree-Veronica Banton,
Joyce Lybrand,
Christine Price.

VERONICA BANTON RECOGNIZED BY CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
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At the annual Spring Luncheon sponsored by Church Women United on April 14, Veronica
Banton was recognized as an outstanding young woman leader in her church along with 28
other Columbia-area women nominated by their individual churches. Veronica is certainly
deserving of the honor with her involvement with Faith Formation and serving an internship
with Ebenezer in children's ministry. Growing up at Ebenezer, she was involved in youth
activities and music, and now, as a mother of two, is a full-time student at Columbia College
expecting to graduate in May. Congratulations, Veronica!

COUNCIL CORNER
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET
APRIL 17
HIGHLIGHTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Looking for an inspirational story?
Religious news or social issues?
Want to learn more about mission and
ministry in the ELCA?
Check out
"Living Lutheran" at
www.livinglutheran.org
Not only will you find
the current issue but you
can also look up past issues
as well.
"Living Lutheran" is also available as a
subscription by mail. Call 1-800-328-4648
to order.

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH:
EVELYN BACHELLER SCHOLARSHIP
Evelyn Bacheller, a faithful member of
Ebenezer until her death in 1998, was a math
teacher and was keenly interested in the
education of young minds. In her will she
left a sum of money as an endowment for
the purpose of assisting in the college
education of young people of Ebenezer.
Applications are available now for entering
full-time freshmen who have been accepted
into a degree program of a college or
university for the fall of 2018. To be eligible
to apply, the student or at least one parent
must be a member of Ebenezer Lutheran
Church. Deadline to apply is June 30, 2018.

• Pastor Gary advised the Council that his
last day with us will be June 30, 2018.
Coincidentally, he will be retiring from the
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary of
Lenoir-Rhyne University the same date. The
Council expressed gratitude to Pastor Gary for
his ministry with us on two occasions and
wished him and his family the very best.
Approved a recommendation from the
Property Ministry Team to enter into a
management agreement with Wolfe & Taylor
to manage all of our Marion Street properties.

•

Our grant application to the Richland
County Conservation Commission is still
pending. (We applied for this grant to obtain
funding to refinish the exterior doors of our
church.)

•

•Our Call Committee is actively interviewing
candidates to serve as our next Pastor.
Full minutes for every meeting are available by
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of each
month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room. All
Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and observe
Council meetings.

Important Dates for Your Calendar
CHILDREN, YOUTH & ADULTS
Summer 2018
June 10-14 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 15-20
GRACEWORKS
July 22-26
DISCIPLE CAMP
SAVE THE DATES AND PLAN
TO PARTICIPATE!
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP - APRIL MEETING REVIEW
“Goodness is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate…” Desmond Tutu
Our discussion of Martha Hall Kelly’s first, and
wonderful, book, Lilac Girls, was mostly
serious. It could not be otherwise with such
dark content. The historical fiction book tells
the true story about women who were
imprisoned in the Ravensbruck Concentration
Camp during World War II, with focus on
prisoners who were subjected to surgical
experiments on their legs, leaving most of
them unable to walk without great difficulty.
These ladies were referred to as "Rabbits"
because of their abnormal gait and because
they were essentially laboratory subjects.
Another focus of this well-researched book
was factual information about Caroline
Ferriday, a woman who was a hero to these
"Rabbits" but, sadly, one who was a forgotten
hero. Caroline, an actress and East Coast
socialite, worked tirelessly to help those
impacted, both physically and psychologically,
by World War II events.

She helped not only the "Rabbits" but also
countless French children orphaned by the
war.
Initially, most members regarded the book as
challenging and difficult to read because of
detailed examples of evil perpetrated at
Ravensbruck. However, remembering that one
of the goals of the author was to highlight Miss
Ferriday and her heroic work, we viewed the
novel in a more positive light. The author
succeeded in making this book a reminder of
goodness while still acknowledging the
existence of evil.
Our next meeting will be on May 3 when we
will discuss The Girls of Atomic City by Denise
Kiernan. We meet at 10:00 am in the Parlor.
If you plan to attend for the first time, please
let me know since there will be some modifycations to our usual routine. ~ Diane Jones

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER
as of April 15
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Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction
*In memory of Fred S. Habenict & Florence S. Habenict and The Rev. George H. C. Park & Mary B. Park
by Harold & Betty Park
*In memory of Randy Shinn by Pat Wertz & David Wertz, Ruth Counts
*In memory of Lucy Hydrick by Ruth Counts
*In honor of Dottie & Bob Hampton and Martha & David Cobb by Pat Wertz & David Wertz
General Fund
*In memory of John Sette Ducate by Anne Ducate
*In honor of Joe Grugan's 70th birthday by Ashley G. Morris
Music Ministry
*In memory of Randy Shinn by Lib Carswell
*In honor of Kathy & Dick Coolidge and Linda & Roger Davis by Pat Wertz & David Wertz

❧

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Thank-you...
Dear Members of Ebenezer,
I want to thank you for your cards, telephone
calls, visits and contributions as expressions of
sympathy on the death of my brother Randy
Shinn. I was strengthened by your care and
concern and it helped me to get through a
difficult and sad time. It is reassuring to know
that I am surrounded by your love and support.
Thank you so much.
Peace,
Carolyn Donges
***

Thank you to everyone who helped with the
Easter Egg Hunt! We had a wonderful turnout
and it was great to see the Parish Life Center full
of families with children! It was such a wonderful
sound to hear the gym filled to the rafters with the
voices of children enjoying the crafts! After the
crafts were completed, the kids seemed spellbound
and contemplative, as Pastor Gary spoke to them
about Jesus’ love. After the gathering of the kids
and their families in the reception area, Pastor
Gary ushered them outside to participate in the
egg hunt. Our two groups, separated by age, had a
very enjoyable time finding eggs up in trees,
hidden in bushes and everywhere! Thanks to
Lydia Circle for stuffing the eggs and to all who
hid the eggs, participated in the crafts, and
welcomed our guests! All of you found wonderful
ways of “Reaching out to draw others to Christ.”
Thanks to all!

Remember these special members
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call
or even better a visit.

John Dreher, Ruby Ford, Lodd & Marilyn
Havird, Bob Hennies, Ione Hildebrand,
Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata,
Deepwood Estates: Mary Hallman, Heritage
at Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, Sandra Lewis,
Gertrude Metze, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise,
Presbyterian Home: Joyce O'Sheal ❧

MEMBER UPDATE
Transfer
•Amanda Schmidt
St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Orchard Park, New York

LOOKING for OPPORTUNITIES
to SERVE? Call 765.9430 (church office)
& let's find a perfect place for you to share
your time & talents.

Pastor Gary had the children's attention for the
telling of the Easter story.
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ.
Office Hours
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday-Friday
803.765.9430
Visit us on the Web
http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org
and Facebook

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
1301 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201-2578
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Ebenezer Staff
Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Melvin E. Amundson
Pastoral Associate
Rev. Gary Dreier
Director of Music & Worship
David E. Turner
Administrative Associate
Diane M. Oliver
Accountant
Wendy B. Isgett

Church Council
OFFICERS
Buddy Bateman, President
Karen Hardy, Vice President
Linda Smith Shealy, Secretary
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer

Sundays
9:15am Sunday School for All Ages
9:30am Gathering Time, Reception Room
10:30am Worship*

Wednesdays
12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Buddy Bateman
Olivia Bokesch
Mark Bokesch
Roger Davis
Fred Fellers
Christian Hampton
Karen Hardy

Ed Kelly
Linda Smith Shealy
Colleen Siniard
Mike Siomacco
Diane Stone
James Thomas
Tom Tuten

Ministry Teams
& Team Leaders
Communications - Julie Siomacco
Faith Formation - Veronica Banton & Pastor Dreier
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer
Member Care - Linda Davis
Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham Brown
Personnel - Rich Roberson
Property - Jay Metts
Worship- Karen Hardy

*Eucharist at each service.

Monthly calendar of events
on line at
www.ebenezerlutheran.org
The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News
is 12 noon, Tuesday, May 15.
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing
to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org

We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

