
Sixth Sunday of Easter– Graduate Recognition 
May 9, 2021 

9:00a.m.  

Prelude    

Welcome 

Please stand 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Hymn: We Know That Christ Is Raised,  music is located at the back of the bulletin                 ENGELBERG        
 
Apostolic Greeting 
The Grace of our  Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
Gloria, solo                  Peter Nardone 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from 
evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



 

 
 
Please sit.                                       
 
First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and 
said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a 
guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the 
men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of 
John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they pro-
posed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which 
Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the elev-
en apostles. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his 
Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a 
liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
Gospel: John 17:6-19 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not 
one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and 
I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them 
into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
The Gospel of Our Lord. 
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 
 
Please sit. 
 
 



 
 
 
(10:30 a.m.) Children’s Message  
(After meeting at the font, the children will follow leaders to reception room for an activity. Children will return after the 
Homily) 
 
 
Homily               Pastor Paul Aebischer 
 
Please stand 
                   
Hymn: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness,  m usic  is lo c ated at th e  b ac k  o f th e  b ulle tin                  
              NETTLETON
               
Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

  
 
remain standing  
Prayers of Intercession 
Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sing and death, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and 

all people in need. 
 
After each petition: Lord in you mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Communion   

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus, solo 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 



Please wait for the Usher’s invitation to come forward to receive communion via the center aisle. We will commune one 
side of the church at a time.  After receiving communion, please return to your seat via the side aisle. 

Please do not remove your mask until you have received the bread and wine. 
 
Songs for Communion 
     Agnus Dei, solo  

     Communion hymns are located at the back of the bulletin 

     I Come with Joy 

     One Bread, One Body 

     Lord, Be Glorified      
     

          
Prayer after Communion 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all 
people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  
Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Postlude   
 

 

 

 

 












