
Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 

 
Prelude 

Welcome– Installation of newly elected Council Members and Foundation Directors. 

Please stand 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Apostolic Greeting  
 
Kyrie     Suzanne Amaral, solo                 Richard Shepard 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath– The Smith Family  
Leader: Last Sunday we lit the first candle—the candle of hope. Today we light the second candle, the candle of peace. We light it 
knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent. Yet in this season of Advent, 
we trust that God is never absent from us. God is always preparing something new. And even where there is war and discord, 
whether between countries, within families, or within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities.  

Let us pray. 
All: Show us the creative power of hope. 
Teach us the peace that comes from justice. 
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you,  
that we may walk in the light of Christ. 
 
Prepare the Royal Highway          Suzanne Amaral, solo                  BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 
 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken 
            
            . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one 
day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all 
to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and 
the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and god-
liness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and 
the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where right-
eousness is at home.14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot 
or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
10See, the Lord God comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 



Please stand. 
 
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
 
The Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  
The Gospel of Our Lord. 
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 
Please sit. 
 
(10:30 a.m.) Children’s Message  
(After meeting at the font, please follow leaders to reception room. Children will return after the Homily) 
 
Homily            Pastor Paul Aebischer 
 
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness  Suzanne Amaral, solo                                         ASCENSION 
 
Please stand 
 
Apostles Creed 
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



remain standing or kneel 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Communion   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please wait for the Usher’s invitation to come forward to receive communion via the center aisle. We will commune one side of the 
church at a time.  After receiving communion, please return to your seat via the side aisle. 

 

Songs for Communion, sun g  as a so lo  
      Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

      I Am the Bread of Life 
 
Sung Benediction The Lord Bless And Keep You,    Suzanne Amaral solo                    Ian Higginson 
 
Sending 
 
Postlude 
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