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WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 

March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1 

12:10 pm Worship in the Chapel 

and 

6:30 Soup Supper & Conversation  

led by Vicar Ashton 

in the  Reception Room 

CALLED OUT: 

LIFE TOGETHER AS THE CALLED-OUT ONES 

 

In the Bible, the word we translate as “Church” means “The Called-out Ones.” What does 

it mean in our increasingly divided world to live together as the called-out ones?  To be 
“called out” on social media is to be publicly corrected, scolded, or even embarrassed for 
things as slight as grammatical errors or as grievous as racism or sexism. As Lutherans, we 
confess that we are simultaneously saints and sinners. How can we lean into being called 
out as sinners even while we are assured that we are saints? 

 

During the season of Lent, we will begin a series of Wednesday night gatherings where 
we will share a light meal, and some intentional conversation. Our goal will be twofold; 
we will explore the Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent and we will learn  

how to have di3cult conversations with courage, honesty, and mutual respect. My hope is 
that by this Lenten Discipline we will learn to live as the Called-out Ones together, both as 
individuals in our daily lives, and as a congregation. Please join us Wednesday Nights dur-
ing Lent in the Reception Area for a light meal at 6:15, followed by guided discussion.  
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  Pastor’s Page 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us,  
and the  devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast 
in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your son, Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. Amen.     elw p. 26 

Dear Saints of God at Ebenezer, 

 

Ginny and I often reflect on the summer of 1986. We were seminary students 
and it was time to do our required summer chaplaincy internship. Since we were 
both students we had to find a program that paid a monthly stipend, and that 
ended up requiring us to move from Columbia to Houston, Texas, for the  
summer. It was an adventure that included a not-so-reliable Chevy Citation, a 
bad apartment, a shoestring budget, and a scary immersion into real-life ministry 
situations. In many ways it was a shared experience that molded our marriage 
and later ministry. 
 

We go through experiences like this as a congregation! More than any season of 
the Church year, Lent is the shared experience that molds our community and 
our mission. This austere season, and its themes of suCering and self-sacrifice, 
form us into a cross-shaped community. The tears of grief and joy that carry 
forth from Good Friday and Easter Sunday become the lens through which we 
gaze, compassionately, upon the broken world that God has redeemed.  
 

I invite you to commit yourself, fully and deeply, to the liturgical highs and lows 

of this rich season of our life together. May our Lenten experience together draw 

us deeper into the mystery of the Cross of Jesus Christ. 

 

-Pastor Paul 
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SISTERS IN CHRIST  

5:30 pm, Monday, March 16  
Parish Life Center dining room 

Bring a salad or dessert to share and join us for 
this time of study and fellowship.   

All women are welcome! 

 

 

“First Communion instruction” was a rite of 

passage for many of us. At a particular age –  
often 9th grade or later 5th grade – Lutheran 
Christians would receive instruction about the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion before partici-
pating in Eucharist for the first time. 
 

In the last few decades the ELCA has been in 

the joyful process of rediscovering the gift of 
Holy Communion for all of the baptized. Our 
congregation’s practice has been to commune 
all of the baptized, including young children,  
in coordination with their family’s wishes. This 
has been a faithful and life-giving practice, but 
it makes “first communion instruction” imprac-
tical. 

 

On Saturday, March 21, we are inviting all of 
our young people, 5th grade and younger, and 
their families to join us for a Holy Communion  
celebration – a time to learn about and celebrate 

 

 

 

 the gift of Holy Communion. We will gather 
at noon for lunch together, and then participate 
together in a number of activities – a movie 

clip, craft project, bread-baking, and story-
telling – to surround us with the blessings of 
Holy Communion. On the following Sunday, 
March 22, we will use the bread we’ve baked for 

our Holy Communion service. 
 

This program is designed for young people who 
are already communing, and for young people 
who are ready to begin communing, together 
with their parents and siblings. 
 

Families who have communing or not-yet-
communing children will also receive a letter 
inviting them to this event. 
 

Please pray for our young people as they grow 
into the joy and understanding of God’s gift of 
Holy Communion! 

Holy Communion Celebration     

Saturday, March 21, Noon–2:00pm 

Sunday, March 15  
9:15 am in the library  

Child Protection Policy Class  
 

This class is for all of our parents with children, 
birth-high school and all other adults who are 
interested in helping with our children and 
youth activities.  
Please call the church o3ce to sign up so  
materials can be sent to you in advance.  

Ebenezer Women of the ELCA 

Spring Meeting & Luncheon 
Noon, Sunday, March 15 

Parish Life Center Dining Room 

Bring a salad or dessert to share.  
All women of the church are invited! 
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP: FEBRUARY MEETING REVIEW  

Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.   -Pablo Picasso 

FROM THE ARCHIVES:  

Do you know what happened at Ebenezer in 1870? 
 

Ebenezer Church was rebuilt in 1870 

by contributions from all over South 
Carolina and Northern Lutheran 

churches. Our senior pastor was Rev. 

R.A. Rude and G.T. Berg was the  
architect. Mr. Berg married Caroline 
Muller who was a member of 

Ebenezer. She became the organist 
and he served as choir director. He wrote musical  

settings for the liturgical responses. His finely drawn 
copies and his Sunday after Sunday record of hymn  
selections are on display in a glass case outside of the 
archives. He was assistant architect with the rebuilding 
of the State House. He also designed the Masonic Tem-
ple and Fire House, the Robertson- Hutchinson House 

and the North Wing of the South Carolina Lunatic 
Asylum.  

 LOOKING AHEAD…. 

 

HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday - April 5  
10:30 am 

 Service of the Word - April 6, 7, 8 

12:10 pm  

 Maundy Thursday-April 9  
7:00 pm 

Good Friday - April 10 

12:15 pm Stations of the Cross 
7:00 pm Adoration of the Cross 

  

EASTER 

Egg Hunt - April 11 10:00 am 

 

Vigil - April 11 8:00 pm  
 

Easter Day - April 12 

9:00 am Breakfast 

10:30 am Festival Worship 

 While our group members would agree with 
the quote above, agreement about Luncheon of 
the Boating Party: not so much. Half of those in 

attendance did not like this novel, citing: its 
length (400+ pages); inclusion of French phrases; 
and failure to include historical significance of 
the Impressionist movement.  
  

There was no disagreement about Renoir’s 
magnificent “Luncheon of the Boating Party” 
itself. In an essay about this work, Brian A. 
Oard writes, “Here at last is a Renoir that’s not 

content with being pretty. It steps across the 
line into beautiful. It is above all a celebration  

of good company, good food, good wine and 
good nature…”   
  

Author Susan Vreeland blended historical facts 

about the painting’s 14 models, who were of  
diverse backgrounds, and using the “novelist’s 

license”, created fictional events that added  

interest and intrigue to life in France following 
the Franco-Prussian War, the Commune of 

Paris, and when Impressionist art was becoming 
less popular. The factual information about Re-
noir, both the man and the artist, is fascinating.  
  

Lovely prose is found throughout the novel, the 
final two chapters especially powerful as  
Renoir’s feelings at the completion of this  
particular painting and then the later years of his 
life are described. There are many spiritual  
references in the novel. Vreeland is a gifted 
writer known for historical fiction related to 

famous artists.  

  

Our next meeting is March 5 when we will  
discuss H is for Hawk, a memoir by British  
author Helen Macdonald. We meet at 10:00 am 

in the Parlor. All women are invited to join us. 
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           COUNCIL CORNER  

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

MET FEBRUARY 18         

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

*Nominated the following people to 
represent Ebenezer as voting members to the 
2020 SC Synod - ELCA Assembly:  Micah 
Aebischer, Dawn Hiller, Ali Jones, Ed Kelly, 
and Beth Mays. Election will be held at the 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation on 
Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020. 
 

*The 2020 SC Synod - ELCA Assembly will 
be held May 14-16, 2020 in Columbia. 

Ebenezer will host the Assembly worship 
service on Thursday, May 14 from 5:30-
7:00pm. 

 

*Repairs to the Chapel are complete and 
included replacing and painting rotten wood 
and molding around the so3t area, replacing 
gutters with the addition of a third down-
spout in the middle.  
 

*Appointed David Donges to fill a vacancy 
on the Permanent Improvements Committee. 
 

*Awaiting bids/quotes for the new live 
streaming project and replacement of the 
church's computer server. 
 

*Proposed revisions to the Facility Use and 
Designated Giving policies are being 
reviewed. 

 

Full minutes for every meeting are available by 
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of  
each month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room.  
All Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and 

observe Council meetings. 
 

NEW GENERATION 

A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome  

to join the group on outings, meetings & trips. 

 

Save the Date  

Bible Study & Beach Retreat  
at the Isle of Palms  

September 14-17 
$225 per person 

 

While you do not have to pay at this time, 
please let Linda Davis (803.309.2406) know if 

you plan to attend, so that adequate  
accommodations are reserved for the group. 

Please Join Us! We Need You! 
 

Our Family Promise guests 
return to our church home 

the week of April 12-19. 
 

Please help us make this week a meaningful 
one for these special families. As you know,  
it takes over sixty of us working together to 
make the week a warm, welcoming, and  
successful one! If you can help in any of the 
following ways, please let us know: 

• serve as overnight host 

• prepare and help serve a dinner meal  

• provide fresh fruit 

• provide an art/craft activity for an evening 
●    pick up and wash a bag of linens  
 

Thank you, for sharing your time and talents 
with us!  We are so grateful for your enthusi-
astic support of Family Promise, Ebenezer's 
Major Missional Activity.   
Come join us!  We need you! 
 

-Grace Metzgar   grace_metzgar@yahoo.com 

-Elizabeth Padget   epadget10@gmail.com 
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of February 20 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

*In memory of David Wertz by Gerda Kahn, Annette Metz, Judy Woolly, Joyce Lybrand, Joe & Gwen Shealy, 
J.H. & Betty Gasque, Adrea Saleeby Owens, David & Carolyn Donges, Betty Park, Harry & Jeanelle Clayton, 
Phil Bingenheimer, Ann Sease, Jerry & Sarah Bolton, Bob & Dottie Hampton, David & Beth Lever, Howard 
Holl, William Shand & Jennifer Shand, Steve & Barbara Scha7er, Gene & Marcia Lucius, Karen Hardy, Bob 
and Ruta Bly, Euenla Sloan 
*In memory of Ruth Counts by Randy & Terry Cottrell, Bill & Reenie Frew, Helen Sanders, Joyce O'Sheal 
General Fund 

*In honor of Caroline Smith's baptism by Helen Smith 
Member Care 

*In memory of David Wertz by Roger & Linda Davis 
*In memory of Ruth Counts by Doris Harrington 
*In honor of Roger Davis's birthday by The Warren Group 
Thanksgiving & Memorial Fund 
*In memory of  Kathy Struthers by Judy Woolly 
*In memory of Julian Wise by Helen Sanders, Judy Woolly 
*In honor of David Donges by Washington Street United Methodist Church Museum  � 

PREPARING FOR  EASTER You can order potted lilies to be placed in the 

church for the Easter service. Please use the form below to place your order. Submit 

orders by mail or place your order form & check in the offering plate.  

Cost per lily -$13.50. Deadline to order - Sunday, March 22. 

Alternative lilies can be purchased to honor or remember a loved one while sharing God’s love with  

others. This year the funds received for “alternative lilies”, will go to Family Promise of the Midlands. 
Potted and alternative lilies will be listed in the Easter worship bulletin. 

Deadline to receive orders for Potted & Alternative lilies is Sunday, March 22.  

No phone orders please. 

 

Enclosed is $________($13.50 each) for ____________# potted lilies 

 

Enclosed is $________($13.50 each) for ____________# alternative lilies 

 

Potted lilies 
In memory of __________________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
by___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Alternative lilies 
In memory of __________________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of____________________________________________________________________ 
 



Thank-you... 
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Remember these special members   
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call  

or even better a visit.  

 

Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & 
Marilyn Havird, Marilyn Minick, Renate 
Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata; Amara Place: 

Jo Creason; Atria: Betsy Moon; Heritage at  

Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher 
King, Sandra Lewis, Helen Sanders;  
Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce 
O'Sheal; Rice Estate: Ione Hildebrand;  

Wellmore: June Metz  ❧ 

 

Member Update 
 
 

Baptized, February 16 
Caroline Everly Smith,  

daughter of Kevin and Aggie Smith 

Remember Those in Need  

       When You Shop  
Help Harvest Hope Food Bank  
        Help Others 
Bring nonperishable food items with you 
on Sunday morning and place them in 
the Harvest Hope baskets located in the 

narthex  of the church & the Reception 
Room.  

On behalf of Midlands Arts Conservatory, I wish 
to express our sincere appreciation for your  
generous donation of space, collected food, school 
supplies and financial donation to our youth. Your 
gifts support the instructional development of our 
students, tomorrow's artists, dancers, musicians and 

theatre artists.  

Sincerely,  
Brad Tillman, Head of School 
Midlands Arts Conservatory 
 

 

Dear Ebenezer Family, 
Thank you so much for your calls, cards, o7ers of 
assistance and prayers during my recovery from a 
broken leg. Also, thanks go to Pastor Paul for 
checking on me. I feel truly blessed to call 
Ebenezer my church home. 
God's Peace,  

Suzanne Sexton 

MASTERS OF THE CELTIC HARP:  

Two Sides of Celtic by the Foremost 
Harpers of Ireland & Scotland  

Grainne Hambly & William Jackson 
Saturday, March 7 - 4:00 pm  

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral  
 Two great players. One fantastic show.  

This is a free concert. 

It’s time to do some spring cleaning  
& the women’s circle groups are hosting a  

Garage Sale, Saturday, May 30,  
with proceeds benefiting local charities. 

Beginning mid April bring your items, that still 
have life in them and someone else might enjoy,  
to the stage in the Parish Life Center.  

ITEMS ACCEPTED: furniture, 

household goods (kitchen,  
appliances, linens, etc), sports 
equipment, lawn equipment.  
We will accept accessories such as 
jewelry, handbags, ties, etc.   
No clothing please. 
Questions? Contact Gaye Betcher 
803.520.8101. 

More details to come. 
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Ebenezer Staff 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Paul E. Aebischer 

 

Vicar  

Ashton Roberts 

 

Director of Music & Worship 

David E. Turner 

 

Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Financial Assistant 

Philip A. Bingenheimer 

Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Joan Van Schaik 

Faith Formation -  Ali Jones 
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Hospitality -  Jane Holmes 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Stewardship - Judy Woolly 
Worship- Suzanne Amaral 

 

Sundays  

9:15 am  Sunday School for All Ages  
10:30 am Worship 

 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship 

                                          

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Sunday, March 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 

Mark Bokesch 2020 

Ed Kelly 2020 
Colleen Siniard 2020 

Diane Stone 2020 

Angela Forand  2021 
Ali Jones 2021 
 

Joyce Rose-Harris 2021 

Fred Olafson 2021 

Dawn Hiller 2022 

Jane Holmes 2022 
Jim Johnson 2022 
Debbie Seale 2022 

 

Debbie Seale, President 

Ed Kelly, Vice President 
 

Ali Jones, Secretary 
Beth Mays, Treasurer 

OFFICERS  


