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The 190th 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation* 

February 23, 2020 

immediately following worship 

in the Parish Life Center. 

Covered dish meal.  
see page 5 for meal details 

 

* Proposed agenda items must be submitted to the pastor  

or an officer in writing no later than two weeks prior to  

the meeting. See tentative agenda on page 5. 

 

February 26 

Imposition of Ashes 

7:45 am  - 12:10 pm - 6:00 pm 
 

ʺRemember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.ʺ 
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  Pastor’s Page 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you.  
By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power  

to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.     elw p. 24 

People of God at Ebenezer, 
 

It is hard to believe that December was my 
sixth month as your vicar! Our time  
together is moving so quickly that it is 
di&cult to quantify all the learning that I 
have done among and alongside you all. 
Su&ce it to say that our time together has 
been transformative to my faith and to my 
ministry. Ebenezer will live up to its name 
as a stone of help in my heart for the dura-
tion of my ministry.    
 

This year, 2020, not only brings a look 
back at 190 years of ministry for Ebenezer 
Lutheran Church, but also gives us an  
opportunity to look forward to where God 
might be calling us in our life together. 
This will likely mean that some things will 
have to change. We may have to let go of 
some things that have meant a great deal to 
us in the past. This may mean we have to 
embrace new ways of doing things. It may  

 

also mean a recommitment to the things 
that mean the most to us. No matter what 

the future might bring, it will be important 
to embrace change as God’s calling and our 
common mission. 

 

To that end, during the season of Lent, we 
will spend some time learning how to have 
di&cult conversations with honesty and 
respect. Learning to respond to vulnerabil-
ity with grace is our hard and holy work, 
the work of loving our neighbors as our-
selves. Each Wednesday night during Lent, 
we will gather for a light meal and guided 
conversation where we will learn how to 

engage in respectful and fruitful dialogue. 
More details will be forthcoming. Keep an 
eye on the weekly bulletin and e-News for 

further details.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

-Vicar Ashton 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

12:10 pm Worship, Chapel 

6:30 Soup & Conversation, Reception Room 
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Patrons & Friends of the Arts presents  

Matthew Dickerson,  

The Dulcimer Guy   
Sunday, Feb 9 - 4:00 pm in the church 

Matthew Dickerson is the 2012 National 

Hammered Dulcimer Champion. For the past 
twelve years, Matthew has been delighting 
audiences with his sweet and cheerful style of 
playing the hammered dulcimer.  
This concert is free and open to the public. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Come and Feast 

Tuesday, February 25 
Parish Life Center 

6:00 pm 

Pancakes & Trimmings  
Fellowship 

Burning of the Ashes 

Ebenezer’s Outreach Team  

continues to provide breakfast 
treats for the teachers at Logan 
Elementary School one morning each month 
during the school year. You can help by getting 
together with a friend or two and purchasing 
the food items for one morning/one month's 
breakfast.  

SPECIFIC ITEMS NEEDED EACH TIME: 3 boxes of 

Belvita Breakfast Biscuits (any flavor), 2-3 boxes 
of any brand/flavor of granola bars, 3 dozen cin-
namon rolls, doughnuts or other breakfast pas-
tries, 18 apples and 18 oranges or tangerines. A 
member of the Outreach Team will pick up the 
food from you and deliver it to the school.  

Contact Mitchell Kneece to sign up. 
803-719-6116  

It's time to get creative or dig out your  
famous recipe for our Third Annual  

Chili Cook-off 

Winter Koinonia Event.  

Thursday, February 20 
6:00 pm 

Parish Life Center 

This year's cook-oE will feature 
the ever popular Superlatives, and adorning 
this year's o&cial winner of the Chili Stole. 

Please email David Turner by noon Monday, 
Feb 17 to let him know what type of chili you 
plan to prepare. dturner@ebenezerlutheran.org 

This is a  BYOB event. 

Save The Dates 

Summer Events for Children-Youth-  

& Adult Volunteers 
 

June 14-18  

for Vacation Bible School 
 

June 28-July 2  
for Disciple Camp 

 

July 12-17  
for GraceWorks 

SUNDAY- 

FEBRUARY 2    

Ebenezer Youth  

& Adults will be  

stationed at our 

church doors with soup pots ready to collect 
your dollars. This collection is our support  
for helping to tackle hunger.  
 

So huddle up with the  SOUPER BOWL of 

CARING and help tackle hunger in our com-
munity! All funds will go directly to the  
Harvest Hope Food Bank on Shop Road. 
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP: JANUARY MEETING REVIEW  

FROM THE ARCHIVES:  

Did you know…. 
Sherman's troops burned Ebenezer's original brick 
church on the evening of February 17, 1865, along with 
most of Columbia. 

The small wooden Sunday School building was not 
burned. Future services were held there. It was too small 

so the porch was extended to add eight more pews. 
Mayor Gibbes said the loss of the church must have 
been about six thousand dollars. 

 

What a wonderful beginning for this New 
Year!  John Steinbeck’s Cannery Row was en-

joyed by all of our members. We agreed that the 
book is often misinterpreted and misjudged, even 
by literary reviewers.  The writer of Spark Notes 
wrote that the story “…follows the adventures of 
Mack and the boys…” [underachievers], while we 

believe the story is about a diEerent character, 
Doc, and his ability to see humanity and value in 
those often judged as being misfits and undera-
chievers.   

  

Another statement with which we disagreed was 
by a biographer of Steinbeck who wrote, “He is 
widely known for the comic novels Tortilla 
Flat…and Cannery Row…”.  While acknowl-

edging great and often “laugh out loud humor” 
in the story, we would not classify this as a comic 
novel.  Rather, it shows the importance of look-
ing for the Divine in all people. We compared 

Doc to the bishop in Victor Hugo’s Les Misera-

bles and described by Pam Kidd in the devotional 
“Encountering God in Unlikely Places” (Daily 
Guideposts, 2019). 
  

There are short stories throughout the novel that 
initially seem unrelated to the plot but are actual-
ly metaphors reinforcing the messages Steinbeck 
intends to convey. In Cannery Row, Pulitzer Prize 
winner and Nobel Prize recipient, Steinbeck 
clearly demonstrates brilliance in writing as well 
as compassion for the oppressed who still value 
community and love.  
  

Our next meeting will be on February 6 when 
we will discuss the book Luncheon of the Boating 
Party by Susan Vreeland. We meet at 10:00 am in 
the Parlor and all women are invited to attend. 

- Diane Jones 

 LOOKING AHEAD…. 

 

HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday - April 5  
10:30 am 

 Service of the Word - April 6, 7, 8 

12:10 pm  

 Maundy Thursday-April 9  
7:00 pm 

Good Friday - April 10 

12:15 pm Stations of the Cross 
7:00 pm Adoration of the Cross 

  

EASTER 
Egg Hunt - April 11 10:00 am 

 
Vigil - April 11 8:00 pm  

 

Easter Day - April 12 

9:00 am Easter Breakfast 

10:30 am Festival Worship 
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           COUNCIL CORNER  

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET  

JANUARY 10 & 11, CAMP KINARD 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: 

 

�Discussed and approved proposed changes to 
the Constitution, By-laws, and the Continuing 
Resolutions. The proposed documents will be 
an agenda item for the annual congregational 
meeting. 
 

�Rescinded the yellow shirts motion made at 
the December council meeting. Approved use 
of the Columbia Police Department for Sunday 
morning security for a year. This was paid for 
by an anonymous donor.  
 

�Automated door openers are being installed 
on doors leading into the sanctuary and 
reception room oE the portico. 
  

�Approved the Holidays and Church O&ce 
Closings for the 2020 year.  
 

�Approved the agenda for the annual 
congregational meeting scheduled for February 
23, 2020. 
 

Full minutes for every meeting are available by request. 
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 
5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer 
members are welcome to attend and observe Council 

meetings. 

Details for the Covered Dish Meal  

at the Annual Meeting 
 

Striving for variety, you are requested to 
bring a side dish that coincides with the first 
letter of your last name. 
     A-G salads-such as pasta, potato, fruit,  
     H-P  vegetables, casseroles, mac & cheese* 
     Q-Z  desserts 

Congregation council will provide meats. 
Beverages and paper products will also be 
provided.  
 

* from southernyankeecooking.wordpress.com  
"As I have learned, macaroni & cheese is its own 

food group in the south. It is eaten with any meal 
anytime. It is a main course, a side dish and a  
vegetable all in one. A meal in the South with-
out macaroni & cheese is like peanut butter  
without the jelly…" 

PROPOSED AGENDA  

FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 

February 23, 2020 

 

*Call to Order 

*Opening Prayer 

*Singing 

*Comments by the Council President 

*Ministry Highlights and Slideshow  

*Comments by Pastor 

*Approval of the 2019 Annual Meeting 

 Minutes 

*Approval of the 2019 Annual Reports 

*Election of Honorary Life Members to   

 Congregation Council 

*Election of Voting Members to the Synod 

 Assembly 

*Approval of Proposed changes to the  

 Constitution, By-laws, and Continuing 

 Resolutions 

*Hymn 

*Closing Prayer 
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of January 15 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

*In memory of David Wertz by Steve & Susan Peeples, 
Fred & Linda Fellers 

*In memory of Ruth Counts by Philip Bingenheimer,  
Steve & Susan Peeples, Phillip & Judy Heise, Harry & 
Jeanelle Clayton, David Wertz, Gary & Diane Jones, 
Gene & Marcia Lucius, Joe & Gwen Shealy, David & 
Carolyn Donges, Judy Woolly, Craig & Lois Park Mole, 
Sally Sharpe, Bob & Dottie Hampton, Dorothy Ropp, 
Betty Park, Jerry & Sarah Bolton, Rich & Sandy  
Roberson, Ann Sease, Renate Moore, Annette Metz, Joel 
Hiller, Euenla Sloan, Shirley Knox, David & Martha 
Cobb, Fred & Linda Fellers, Elizabeth Circle 

*In memory of Kathy Struthers by Fred & Linda Fellers 
*In memory of Julian Wise by Steve & Susan Peeples, 
Fred & Linda Fellers, Joyce Lybrand, Craig & Lois  
Park Mole 

*In memory of Julian Wise by Betty Park 
*In memory of Sue Marsh by Euenla Sloan, David & Beth 
Lever 

*In memory of Bradley Hampton Brunson by Bob &  
Dottie Hampton 

*In honor of Betty Park, Augusta Ellsworth by Craig & 
Lois Park Mole 

Care Team  

*In memory of Julian Wise, Sue Marsh, Ruth Counts  
by Roger & Linda Davis 
Family Promise 
*In honor of David Wertz by Joel Hiller 
General Fund  

*In honor of David & Carolyn Donges on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary by Perry & Trudy Bouknight 
Pastors Discretionary Fund 
*In memory of Carolyn Price by Lisa McClain 
Thanksgiving & Memorial Fund 
*In memory of Julian Wise by Thurmond & Barbara 
Sharpe 
*In memory of Carolyn Price by Larraine Best 
*In memory of Sue Marsh by David & Carolyn Donges 
*In honor of Dawn Hiller on her graduation by Roger  
& Linda Davis, Judy Woolly 
*In honor of David & Carolyn Donges on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary by Judy Woolly   � 

 

THE ELCA YOUNG ADULTS IN  

GLOBAL MISSION PROGRAM invites 

ELCA young adults ages 21-29 into a transform-

ative, year-long journey in international service. 

As they oEer themselves in service, ELCA young 
adults are shaped by the witness of our global 
neighbors. They share in the journeys of com-
panion churches and organizations in one of nine 
countries around the world. 

A year of service through the Young Adults in 
Global Mission program invites young adults to 
become the hands and feet of Jesus in the world, 
providing critical support to ministries and pro-
jects in communities of need. It also invites vol-
unteers into a journey of self-reflection, provid-
ing space to consider their sense of identity, 
God’s work in the world, and their place within 
it all. 

Young adults serve in the spirit of accompani-
ment, walking alongside global companions in a 
manner that practices mutuality, interdependence 
and solidarity. Areas of service include, but are 
not limited to, health and development, congre-
gational ministry, human rights, education, 
homelessness, addiction recovery, women’s issues 
and children and youth. All site placements pro-
vide opportunities for young adults to confront 
issues of wealth and poverty, racial privilege, eco-
nomic disparity and globalization, all through the 
lens of faith. 
 

Candidates for Young Adults in Global Mission 
apply to the program at-large rather than to a 
specific country.  Current YAGM country pro-
grams include: Argentina, Uruguay, Australia, 
Central Europe, West Bank, Madagascar, Mexico, 
Nepal, Rwanda, Senegal and United Kingdom.  

Applications for the program are open from Nov. 

1 -Feb. 15 each year, for service starting the fol-
lowing August. We are a church that believes 
God is calling us into the world together. Come, 
imagine yourself in the world! 
To learn how you can support Young Adults in 
Global Mission, contact YAGM at 1-800-638-3522, 

ext. 2861. 



Thank-you... 
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Remember these special members   
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call  

or even better a visit.  

 

Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & 
Marilyn Havird, Marilyn Minick, Renate 
Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata; Amara Place: 

Jo Creason; Atria: Betsy Moon; Heritage at  

Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher 
King, Sandra Lewis, Helen Sanders;  
Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, Joyce 
O'Sheal; Rice Estate: Ione Hildebrand;  

Wellmore: June Metz  ❧ 

 

Member Update 
 

Joined the Church Triumphant 
 

 � Julian Wise, November 22 
 

 � Ruth Counts, December 21 
 

� Katherine Struthers, December 24 
 

� David Wertz, January 16 

Your Love, Time, and Talents -  

Precious Gifts for the New Year   

Once again, we are so grateful for the many, many ways 
that you shared your love with our Family Promise 
guests!  Your generous monetary gifts, grants, delicious 
food items, countless hours spent at church (planning, 
hosting, cleaning), furniture assembly, and your prayers 
allowed us to have another meaningful week!  Your  
enthusiastic support of Family Promise as Ebenezer's 
Major Missional activity was evident from the start to 
finish. 
 

You are also so flexible!  When we learned that one  

family had found a home the day that they were to enter 
Ebenezer, you reacted with joy at this blessing! When we 
learned that our other family would be late each night due 
to the mom's very long work hours, you once again rose 
to the occasion! Thank you for being so flexible and so 
responsive to the fluid nature of this ministry! 
 

We are also so grateful for our continued partnership 
with Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Their Foundation 
generously funded a grant for $641.31 which allowed us 
to purchase towel sets, twin sheets, mattress protectors, 
tubs, and games for middle age children!  Not only has 
Good Shepherd helped with monetary gifts, but they have 
also supplied overnight hosts as well as countless 
meals. Their on-going commitment to this ministry has 
been a vital  sustaining factor for the last four years! 
 

Blessings and peace in the new year! Thank you again  
for your important contributions to Ebenezer's Family 
Promise ministry! We look forward to our next rotation 
- April 12 - 19. 
Love and peace in His name, 
-Grace Metzgar and Lizzie Padget 

* * * * * 

Great News! The loan on the Marion Street  

property was paid oJ in November. The mortgage 
was burned during the worship service on December 
first. With our December payment, the loan for our 
renovations will drop below $300,000. We are 
making steady progress on our debt reduction while 
continuing our ministries. We have much to be 
thankful for and even more to look forward to.  God 
continues to bless and equip us to do His work.  

From Linda Davis, our SC Synod  
Communicator: Per correspondence from our 
SC Synod, please consider subscribing to The 
South Carolina Lutheran magazine by way of  
e-news  scsynod.com/media-center or a printed 
subscription, contact TiEany Pieters  
tiEany@scsynod.com at the Synod O&ce (cost 
$10/year). This magazine oEers a lot of infor-
mation on happenings in our Synod. 
 

If you will, send me any stories and/or pictures  
of how Ebenezer is reaching out with the love  
of Christ in our church and community, and I 
will forward to our Synod. 
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Ebenezer Staff 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Paul E. Aebischer 

 

Vicar  

Ashton Roberts 

 

Director of Music & Worship 

David E. Turner 

 

Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Financial Assistant 

Philip A. Bingenheimer 

Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Joan Van Schaik 

Faith Formation -  Ali Jones 
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Stewardship - Judy Woolly 
Worship- Suzanne Amaral 

 

 

Sundays  

9:15 am  Sunday School for All Ages  
10:30 am Worship 

 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship 

                                          

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Saturday, February 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 

Mark Bokesch 2020 

Ed Kelly 2020 
Colleen Siniard 2020 

Diane Stone 2020 

Angela Forand  2021 
Ali Jones 2021 
 

Joyce Rose-Harris 2021 

Fred Olafson 2021 

Dawn Hiller 2022 

Jane Holmes 2022 
Jim Johnson 2022 
Debbie Seale 2022 

 

Debbie Seale, President 

Ed Kelly, Vice President 
 

Ali Jones, Secretary 
Beth Mays, Treasurer 

OFFICERS  


