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+ GATHERING + 
We gather to learn love for one another. 

 
Prelude                                 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
We stand as able.  
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
People of God, in the baptismal waters we travel with Christ from death to life. 
Our past, our sin, our failure, our doubt, and out shame are drowned and gone 
here. 
 
You, O God, wash us clean. 
 
Our fear, our confusion, our self-righteousness, our despair—ALL are washed 
away by grace. 
 
You, O God, wash us clean. 
 
Our pride, our hypocrisy, and other people’s opinions of us no longer have the 
power to define us. 
 
You, O God, give us new life. 
 
The Spirit lives and moves through us now, a great and joyful mystery, so we may 
bring love and mercy into the world as the body of Christ. 
 
You, O God, give us new life. 
 
Rejoice that God has claimed us in this baptismal grace, not by our own doing or 
believing but by God’s mercy alone. 
 
You, O God, give us new life. 
 
And so, as we begin worship, we give thanks to God for the gracious gift of 
baptism that joins us together in Christ by the Spirit’s power. 
 
Amen. 
 
All stand and face the processional cross. 
Gathering Hymn                Alleluia, Song of Gladness             Hymn 318   
                                                            (Latin Hymn)                                                     
Greeting   
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
 
Gloria                                        Glory to God                                   Page 163 
 
 

 
 
 
      

Welcome to Ebenezer! 
 
We hope you are blessed 
by your time in worship 
today. Please complete the 
“Welcome” insert and 
place it in the offering plate 
as it is passed. 
  
Restrooms are located in 
the Education Building.  
 
Devices for the 
hearing impaired are 
located on designated pews. 
For assistance, please see  
an usher. 
 
A nursery for children 
three-years old and 
younger is available, 
beginning 9:15 am, for 
Sunday school and 
worship. The nursery is 
located across from the 
library in the Education 
Building. Our attendants 
are trained and willing to 
help. Parents are welcome 
to use the nursery for  
part or all of the worship 
service.  
 
As you enter the worship 
space, please be sure to 
silence your cell phones. 
 
 
As you prepare for 
worship, please take a 
minute and check in to 
Ebenezer on your 
Facebook account. Don’t 
forget to fill out an 
attendance sheet as well.  
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Prayer of the Day 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and 
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
We sit. 

+ WORD +  
God speaks to us in Bible readings. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
First Reading                                                       Isaiah 42:1-9 
                                                                  (Pew Bible page 657) 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading                                              Acts 10:34-43 
                                                           (Pew Bible pages 1004-05) 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand. 
Gospel Acclamation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                               Matthew 3:13-17  
                         (Pew Bible page 881) 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.       
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After the reading: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
We sit. 
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    An offering is collected to 
             support the mission 
                      of the church. 

The exchange of the peace 
is a ministry, an 

announcement of grace we 
make to each other, a 

summary of the gift given 
to us in the liturgy of the 

Word. This ministry we do 
to each other is far greater 
than a sociable handshake 
or a ritual of friendship or 
a moment of informality. 
You may exchange the 
peace with those around 
you by responding with 

“God’s peace be with you.” 

 
 
 

 
Sermon                                                                   Pastor Aebischer 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
We stand. 
Hymn of the Day            Brightest and Best of the Stars              Hymn 303 
                                          (Anglican Christian Hymn)   
 
Apostles’ Creed         
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
     born of the virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;   
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
The assisting minister introduces the prayers. We stand or kneel as able for petitions.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 
 
All stand.  
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 
We sit.  
                                                                                    
                                               +   MEAL + 
Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from  heaven.” 
 
Reception of the Offering  
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Musical Offering                The Grace Divine              Roger Price 

    Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord, 
        in a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord; 

   Give up ourselves, thru Jesus’ pow’r, his name to glorify;  
   and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 

 
       The covenant we this moment make be ever kept in mind;  

         we will no more our God forsake, or cast these words behind. 
        We never will throw off the fear of God who hears our vow;  

         and if thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us now. 
 

          Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive,  
          present with thy celestial host the peaceful answer give;  

        to each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins away, 
        and register our names on high and keep us to that day! 

 
We stand. 
 
Offertory Song          As with Gladness Men of Old            Hymn 302 
                                                (Gaelic Carol) 
                 As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;  
              as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;      
            so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led by thee.  
 
                    In the heav’nly country bright need they no created light; 
              thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;  
                             there forever may we sing alleluias to our king.     
 
Offering Prayer 
After the gifts have been presented, the prayer is said: 
Let us pray...Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.  
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season;  
We respond:                        Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ Words About Communion 
 
Let us proclaim.. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is Holy 
Communion? 

Holy Communion is our 
participation in the meal 
that Jesus celebrated with 
his disciples on the night 

before he was crucified. As 
Jesus’ disciples now this 
meal is a participation in 

our Lord’s life: he feeds us, 
forgives us, and unites us.  

 
This meal, sometimes 

called “Eucharist”  
(meaning “thanksgiving”), 

connects us to our Lord and 
to all his people across  

time and space. 
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Invitation to Communion  
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s abundant life for you. 
Thanks be to God. 
We sit. 
 
Communion 
 
Distribution Music          Lamb of God... 

 
 
 
 
 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
  
  
  
  
  
                   
 

                       
                     Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized    Hymn 304 
                                             (German Hymn Tune)                                      
                                Spirit of Gentleness          Hymn 396    
                                             (21st Century American) 
 
When all have returned to their places, we stand or kneel.  
Communion Blessing 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray...Amen. 
                                      

                                       

 
     
 

How we Commune 
Welcome to the table  of the 

Risen Christ! 
 

All baptized worshipers are 
invited to partake of the 
Eucharist, regardless of 

denominational affiliation. 
Come down the center aisle 
and either kneel or stand at 
the rail in front of the altar. 

Take the bread and  
dip it into  

the cup of wine.  
 

If you require gluten-free 
wafers or grape juice, please 

let the ministers know. 
Return to your seat  

by way of  
the side aisles.   

  
If you are unable to come 
forward please come down 
the side aisles on either side 
after the “Invitation” and 

communion will be brought 
to you. If you need to remain 
in your seat please notify an 

usher. 
 

Any who do not wish to 
receive communion may 

fold their arms across their 
chest to receive a blessing 

at the altar. 
 

Some people choose to 
remember their baptism by 

dipping a finger in the water 
in the baptismal font and 

then making the sign of the 
cross on their forehead. This 

may be done before partaking 
of the bread and wine.  



 

  
 

  
                                        + SENDING +  

We are blessed to go and serve God in the world. 
Blessing 
 
All stand and face the processional cross. 
Sending Song        Arise, Your Light Has Come!         Hymn 314                                                    
                                     (German Hymn Tune) 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Let your light shine. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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