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"What is God calling me to do? 
 

IT'S COMING! 

Sunday - November 17 

Consecration Sunday will be observed at the 10:30 am worship service  
with guest leader, Ron Walrath, preaching. 

 

Afterward, in the Parish Life Center, we'll enjoy a catered complimentary 
Celebration Luncheon. 

PLAN TO ATTEND THESE EXCITING EVENTS!     

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.   Isaiah 43:1 

All Saints Sunday 
November 3 

Service of Worship and Remembrance 
 

In morning worship we will remember the Ebenezer saints  
who joined the Church Triumphant this past year. 

Bradley Hampton Brunson  
Harold Franklin Park 

John Arthur Dreher 
Gertrude Derrick Metze 
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  Pastor’s Page 

Merciful God, gracious and benevolent, through your Son you invite all the world to a meal of 
mercy. Grant that we may eagerly follow his call, and bring us with all your saints into your 

life of justice and joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.     elw p. 52 

Dear People of God at Ebenezer! 
 

Once a month I meet with a “coaching group.” This is a gathering of about 20 pastors 
from three states and six di<erent denominations with one common goal – to lead 
congregations well in this new and challenging time in the life of the Church. 
 

This past Monday morning we were thinking about the di<erence between “mission” 
and “vision.” Our coach encouraged us to think of “mission” as a high-level descrip-
tion of ministry that does not change over time (think of something like “Make  
Disciples of All Nations”), and then to think of “vision” as the very specific work we 
have to do in our unique community in this particular season of the congregation’s 
life.  

 

I wonder what our “vision” is in this time of our life together at Ebenezer? While the 
pastor and sta< are often the first ones to spot the vision, it is almost always a vision 
that rises up from the midst of our congregation. I want to invite you to imagine and 
dream with me about the work God has for us to do through the hands and feet and 
hearts of this congregation. What are we uniquely gifted to do? Where are the areas of 
urgent need in our congregational body and in the community that surrounds us? 
One mission statement I like very much is the one the ELCA has used for some time – 
“God’s Work, Our Hands.” As we near the conclusion of a worship year of deliberate 
thinking about the very active things God does through us, I would enjoy having 
conversations with you about how this mission might translate into a unique, vibrant, 
Christ-filled vision for our ministry together. 
 

I am thankful for each one of you, and for the ministry you do in this remarkably  
resilient and compassion family of faith! 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 

-Pastor Paul 

 

 

...a vision that rises up from the midst of our congregation. 



 

Simply Christmas, a Christmas Pageant:  
presented by the children* of Ebenezer 

December  22, 4:00 pm 
 

Here’s a chance to hear about the birth of Jesus 
from the people who were there when it hap-
pened. Simply Christmas starts with the 

promise and the letter “P”. 
The prophet Isaiah proclaimed the proof of God’s 
love. Picture the party that goes with this promise. 
Presents!  A parade!  Pizza!  Prayer & praise!   
 

Rehearsals are Sundays  
11:30am-after church-1:15pm  

lunch provided 
November 3, 10, December 1, 8, 15 

* for ages 3 - high school 
 

If you are interested in participating, please 
contact David Turner. Materials will be sent in  

advance.  dturner@ebenezerlutheran.org 
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SISTERS IN CHRIST WELCOMES WOMEN  

OF ALL AGES Third Monday of the month  
at 5:30 pm November 18 in the Parish Life 
Center dining room. Pastor Paul will be the 
leader for the parable, "The Good Samaritan." 

Bring a salad or dessert to share and join us 
for this time of study and fellowship!  

LET'S DECORATE!  

SATURDAY, Nov 30  beginning at 9:00 am 

The congregation & friends are invited to join 
in the annual Advent and Christmas decorating 
of the church and chapel.  
A light breakfast will be served. Join us! 

SUNDAY, NOV 3 Protection Policy Training 

9:15am in the parlor. This training is  
required for working with our children & 
youth. We encourage all members to take 
this class. Call the church oHce to register. 
765.9430 
 

SUNDAY, NOV 3  Called Meeting of the 
Congregation following worship for the  
purpose of adopting the 2020 Spending Plan 
and Elections for Council & Foundation.  

NOV 10 election run-o<, if needed. 
 

Advent Celebration! 

4,3,2,1...Count the weeks 'til Jesus comes. 
Sunday, Nov 24, 5:00-7:00 pm 

Parish Life Center 

Food, Fellowship, and Fun for all ages! 
Bring a friend and come and prepare for the 

birth of the new born King! 

PROPERTY UPDATE: DRAINAGE PROJECT  

The project to replace 225 feet of collapsed 
and root-blocked storm water drain line has 

been completed. This will hopefully eliminate 
the water intrusion along the south and east 
walls of the education building. The only 
problem encountered was the discovery of an 
unknown pipe intersecting the path of the 
new drain line. This caused additional work 

and cost of $749. The total project cost came 
to $53,268. While we try to be good stewards 
of our resources, this project is a strain on our 
cash flow. Ebenezer has not recovered from 

our summer giving doldrums. If you would 
like to help through this tight time, you can 
designate your gift for property maintenance. 
Thank you for your faithful support.  
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  You are invited to order potted and/or alternative poinsettias in memory or  
  honor of someone special. The potted flowers will be used to decorate the   
  church and the alternative ones are designated to help support Cub Scout  
  Pack #963, Family Promise, GraceWorks & Logan Elementary School.  
  The cost is $11.50 each. Orders with payment due no later than Sunday,     
  November 10.  No phone orders please. 
 

 

Enclosed is $_______($11.50 each)    

for ________ # potted poinsettias 

 

POTTED: 

In memory of:________________________________ 
 

In honor of:__________________________________ 

 

given by______________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to “Ebenezer” & designate “potted” or “alternative”. You may drop o< your order in the 
o<ering plate on Sunday or mail to the church oHce. Nov 10 - deadline to receive orders with payment. 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES Why are we ordering poinsettias so early?  The greenhouse needs our order 
Nov. 11 & we only order the number of plants that have been paid for in advance.  
 

Enclosed is $_______($11.50 each) 

for ________ # alternative poinsettias 

Green wreaths will adorn our doors during Advent and Christmas.  
Like the poinsettias, they too can be given in memory or honor of   
someone. Sunday, November 10 - deadline to receive orders, with payment. 

 

Enclosed is $__________($25 each) for _______________# wreaths 
 

In memory of:_________________________________________ 
 

          In honor of:___________________________________________ 

 

          given by______________________________________________ 
 

Checks payable to “Ebenezer” & designate “wreath”. You may place your order in the o<ering plate  
on Sunday or mail to the church oHce. Nov 10 - deadline to receive orders with payment. 
 

*We do not want to deprive anyone of the opportunity to provide a wreath donation and memorial, but we also do 

not want to be wasteful and order more wreaths than we can reasonably use. For this reason we may accept more 

donations and memorials than the number of wreaths we actually purchase. The money we collect beyond the actual 

cost of the wreaths will be used to support the cost of festival worship instrumentalists. 

ALTERNATIVE: 

In memory of:_________________________________ 
 

In honor of:___________________________________ 

 

given by______________________________________ 
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           COUNCIL CORNER  

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET  

OCTOBER 15 

 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: 

* The storm water drainage project has now 
been completed. The cost of this project was 
$52,519. 

 

*Approved to begin repair work on the 
chapel soHts, molding, catch basins, 
downspouts, and flat roof. Designated funds 
are available.  

 

*Approved automated openers for the 
existing doors o< of the portico to the 
sanctuary and parlor.  Designated funds are 
available.  
 

Full minutes for every meeting are available by 
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of  
each month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room.  
All Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and 

observe Council meetings. 
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 

"You can be a generous person and live  
in this joy as one who knows God, loves God, 

pleases God, and benefits others."  
  -Giving to God by Mark Allan Powell 

 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY  

IS COMING! 
 

Congregations that approach financial stew-
ardship from a biblical perspective do not 
view the money Christians give to their 
church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, 
such congregations see financial contributions 
as a way to help people grow spiritually in 
their relationship with God by supporting 
their church’s mission and ministry with a 
percentage of their incomes. 
 

Our congregation’s finance committee has 
selected the New Consecration Sunday Stew-
ardship Program as a way to teach the biblical 
and spiritual principles of generous giving in 
our stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the 
biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to 
give for his or her own spiritual development, 
rather than on the need of the church to re-

ceive. Instead of treating people like members 
of a social club who should pay dues, we will 
treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who 
want to give unselfishly as an act of disciple-
ship. New Consecration Sunday encourages 
people toward proportionate and systematic 
giving in response to the question, “What 
percentage of my income is God calling me 
to give?”  
 

During morning worship on Consecration 
Sunday, we are asking our attendees and 
members to make their financial commit-

ments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, 
and educational ministries in this community 
and around the world.   …..continued on page 6 
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP    

OCTOBER  MEETING REVIEW  

“…and a little child shall lead them.”  Isaiah 11:6 
 

The author of Silas Marner, George Eliot, was 
a deeply spiritual woman and an intellect. She 
was influenced by liberal ideas in vogue  
\during her life, leading her to abandon her 
church.  Ultimately, she realized that rational 
thought was not enough and that she needed 
to rely on “truth of feeling”.  
  

The novel is a fable-like story in that it talks 
about human weaknesses and provides lessons 
on how to live. It is replete with scriptural  
references.  Silas, an isolated, misunderstood 

and wronged man, amasses a fortune by 
weaving cloth. When his fortune is stolen, he 
becomes more desolate. The turning point in 
the story occurs when an orphaned toddler 
comes into his life; one of our members saying 
that Silas “lost his gold and found a treas-
ure.”  Silas found purpose in life as a father 
and, subsequently, became an accepted  
member of the community in which he lived. 
The narrator, with the wisdom of George  
Eliot, sums it up: “In the old days there were 
angels who came and took men by the hand 
and led them away from the city of destruc-
tion. We see no white-winged angels now. 
But yet men are led away from threatening 
destruction: a hand is put into theirs, which 
leads them forth gently toward a calm and 
bright land, so that they look no more back-
ward and the hand may be a little 
child’s.” (Chapter 14) 
  

Our book for November is Ragtime  

by E.L. Doctorow. We will meet on Thursday,  
November 7, at 10:00 am in the Parlor.   

All women are invited to join us.   -Diane Jones 

   

….Consecration Sunday continued from page 5 
 

Every attendee and member who completes an 
Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily 
by attending morning worship on Consecra-
tion Sunday. We urge people to attend who 
feel strongly opposed to completing a card. 
The procedure is done in such a way that no 
one feels personal embarrassment if he or she 
chooses not to fill out a card. 

 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people 
to complete cards. During morning worship 
our guest leader will conduct a brief period of 
instruction and inspiration, climaxed by  
members making their commitments as a  
confidential act of worship. 
 

We will encourage participation in Consecra-
tion Sunday events through the Consecration 
Sunday team and Congregation Council 
members. Since we will make no follow-up 

visits to ask people to complete their cards, we 
will make every e<ort to inform, inspire, and 
commit everyone to attend Consecration  
Sunday worship. 
 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic par-
ticipation in Consecration Sunday events. 
 

-Fred Fellers,  

Congregation Council President 

November 17, 2019 

For where your treasure is,  
there your heart will be also.  

Luke 12:34 

* * *  
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Remember these special members   
with an occasional greeting card, a telephone call  

or even better a visit.  
   

Bob Bly, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & 
Marilyn Havird, Marilyn Minick, Renate 
Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata; Amara Place: 
Jo Creason; Atria: Betsy Moon; Heritage at  

Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher 
King, Sandra Lewis, Helen Sanders, Julian 
Wise;  Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, 
Joyce O'Sheal; Rice Estate: Ione Hildebrand;  

Wellmore: June Metz  ❧ 

 

Member Update 
 

United by Marriage 
October 5 

Jessica Grant 

 and  

Colin Drumwright 
 

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of  October  15 
 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction  

*In honor of Kathy Coolidge and  
Suzanne Sexton by David Wertz 
Care Team 

*In honor of the Sisters in Christ by David 
Wertz 

Music Ministry 

*In honor of Karen Hardy by David Wertz 
Youth Ministry 
*In memory of  Bradley Brunson by the 
Morrell Family � 

 

CELEBRATING Augusta McDonald Ellsworth 
 

Augusta was born October 16, 1913 and was the eldest of six. She attended 
public schools in Columbia and continued her education at the University of 
South Carolina until it was interrupted by the Great Depression. When able, 
she returned to school, she enrolled at Columbia College where she is the old-
est living alumna. With a teaching degree in hand she moved to Whitmire, 
SC, where she was the district music director and director of chorales and glee 
clubs. While in Whitmire she met her husband, the Rev. Raymond Ellsworth 
and became his true partner in ministry through their church work. When her 

husband became ill in 1952, she brought her husband and two sons to Columbia where she became 
the main bread winner. Augusta taught at Crayton Elementary School for 28 years before retiring at 
age 67. She received numerous awards for excellence in teaching.  
A faithful member of Ebenezer for 67 years she was active until her move to the Heritage at Lowman. 
While she may no longer be able to attend, she knows what's happening at her church! Just ask her!  
In addition to her two sons, she is the proud grandmother of four grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. She loves visits with her family and friends, reading her Bible and newspaper and lis-
tening to programs on the radio. Augusta Ellsworth, child of God, a truly an amazing woman!  
Happy Birthday! 

NEEDED: ADULTS WHO ENJOY 

THE COMPANY OF LITTLE ONES 

Enjoy an hour of play on a Sunday morn-
ing with some of the best children you will 
ever meet. Contact Diane Stone and get 
signed up! Diane 29212@gmail.com 

On behalf of the Nursery Ministry  
and the little ones, "Thank you!" 
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Ebenezer Staff 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Paul E. Aebischer 

 

Vicar  

Ashton Roberts 

 

Director of Music & Worship 

David E. Turner 

 

Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Financial Assistant 

Philip A. Bingenheimer 

Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Joan Van Schaik 

Faith Formation -  Ali Jones 
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Stewardship - Judy Woolly 
Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

 

Sundays  

9:15 am  Sunday School for All Ages  
10:30 am Worship 

 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship 

                                          

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Friday,  November 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 

Callie Baucom  2019 

Roger Davis  2019 

Fred Fellers 2019  

Mike Siomacco 2019 

Linda Smith Shealy 2019 
Mark Bokesch 2020 

Ed Kelly 2020 

Colleen Siniard 2020 

Diane Stone 2020 

Angela Forand  2021 
Ali Jones 2021 
Joyce Rose-Harris 2021 

Fred Olafson 2021 

Fred Fellers, President 

   Linda Smith Shealy, Vice Pres 
 

Ali Jones, Secretary 
Beth Mays, Treasurer 

OFFICERS  


