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PARISH 

NEWS 

JUNE  16 - 20 

Parish Life Center 

 

Sunday, June 16 
  4:00-7:00 pm   

All Ages - The Young & Not As Young 
 

Monday-Thursday, June 17-20 
  8:45 am-12:15 pm  

 Ages 2 - Rising 8th Grade 
 

 

Register online: 
www.ebenezerlutheran.org 

 

If you are interested in helping  
contact Ali Jones  

DISCIPLE CAMP/2019 

"David and The Giants" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facing the giants of life  
with the grace and love of God. 

July 21 – 25 
Camp Kinard 

Disciple Camp is thrilled to partner with  
St. Paul’s Lutheran for a fun filled week! 

 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

In honor of Disciple Camp’s 25th anniversary,  
we are o.ering an Early Bird Registration.  

Discount available through June 30, so sign up  
now! Camp cost includes lodging, meals,  

snacks, camp activities & t-shirt.  
REGISTER ONLINE: www.ebenezerlutheran.org 

  

COST: 

Day Campers | rising 1st-2nd grade 
 $120*/$170 

Overnight Campers | rising 3rd-9th grade 
 $275*/$320 

Family Discount-Siblings Get an Extra-Special Deal!  
1st sibling – 25% o.; 2nd sibling – 50% o. 

Friend Discount – Bring a friend! 
20% o. for you AND your friend 

*Early Registration Discount/Full cost after June 30 

 

For additional camp information contact Ali Jones  
alihiljones@gmail.com/803.942.2103 

This epic African adventure engages the 
whole herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s 
goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith  
that powers them through this wild life.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
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  Pastor’s Page 

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you command 
and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed  
where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.     elw p. 35 

 

 

 

 

Dear People of God at Ebenezer, 
 

Elsewhere in this newsletter our new Vicar, 

Ashton Roberts, is introducing himself to you. 
He will begin his ministry with us on Sunday, 
June 16, and will remain with us until June of 
2020. He brings with him his wife, Jennifer, 
who is also in the candidacy process to become 
a Pastor, and their son, Zion. We are very ex-
cited to welcome his gifts to our congregation, 
and to participate in his education process as a 
“teaching parish.” 
 

I’ll use the “FAQ” format to share some other 

helpful information about his internship: 
 

Q: What will we call him? 
 

A: A good and appropriate term for a full-time 

seminarian on internship is “Vicar.” We have 
some history of using that title here at 
Ebenezer, and Ashton is comfortable with it as 

well. We encourage you to call him “Vicar 
Ashton” during the upcoming year. 
 

Q: Will Vicar Ashton be a full-time sta.  

member at Ebenezer? 
 

A: Yes, and… It is important to appreciate that 
Vicar Ashton comes to us with three years of 
academic seminary training and a wealth of  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

gifts and experiences. He will work a normal, 
full work-week and function as one of our full-

time sta.. At the same time, we remember that 

he is a student who is still being formed for 
ministry as a pastor. As a congregation we are 

participating in his training and formation – 
providing support, nurture and feedback.  
 

Q: Are we paying Vicar Ashton for his  
ministry? 
 

A: Vicar Ashton receives a monthly stipend for 
his ministry with us. This is paid from a  
seminary scholarship fund. Ebenezer will also 
provide some of the financial support – payroll 
tax, monthly mileage reimbursement for his 
visits, and administrative fees paid to the  
seminary. 

 

Q: What ministries will he be involved in? 
 

A: Soon after the beginning of internship we 
will develop a learning covenant, based on his 
gifts and goals but also on Ebenezer’s ministry 
needs. Our mission will be to give him a wide 
exposure to all of Ebenezer’s ministries, but also 
some more in-depth and specific ongoing  
responsibilities. He will have the opportunity 
to preach once a month, assist with worship 
leadership, teach, visit, and work with commit-
tees. He will also develop and implement a 
unique ministry project during his time with 
us. 

 

                                continued on page 4 
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Coming  

Sunday - June 9 
 EBENEZER  

MINISTRY FAIR  

 

 

Drop by the Parish Life Center gym from 

9:30 to 10:15 am and learn about the many 

opportunities to share your time and talents as 

part of Ebenezer’s ministry. Members from 

each of our ministry teams will be on hand to 

talk with you about their activities and answer 

your questions. Enjoy co.ee and refreshments 

and discover where YOU fit!    

Ebenezer's  

SEEDS OF HOPE FARMERS MARKET  

  will be open again this year.  
  Thursdays 7:30-10:30 am   

  Richland Street Courtyard  
  beginning  June 20 until  
  early September.   
 

This program is part of the Outreach Ministry 
of our church and serves senior citizens in our 

community who cannot easily get to a  
grocery store to purchase fresh vegetables and 
fruits. The market is also open to our members 
and friends. So plan to shop and help a farmer. 
 

Interested in helping? Contact Hank Betcher 
803-603-3917/e mail LTCHank@att.net.  

Rising 6th Graders to Recent High School Graduates,  
this is your opportunity to serve in our community! 

GraceWorks  

July 14- 19 
 

Youth and adults from area Lutheran churches take a week of summer to serve in a variety of ways 
all over the Midlands! It is amazing how many people can be served in schools, social service  

agencies, shelters, retirement homes and more! The needs are great and YOU can help! 
 Adults, we need you, too!  

Hosted this year by Ebenezer.  
Questions? Contact Mimi Wortham Brown mimiwb@sc.rr.com or text/call 803-319-5007 

ACCOMPLISH MORE THAN YOU CAN IMAGINE IN ONE SHORT WEEK! 

SING for THE SUMMER 

 

Our choir will continue to sing for the  
services over the summer, even though we 
take a break from Wednesday night rehearsal. 
We will meet at 10:00 am on Sunday morn-
ings to support congregational singing and 
learn an easily accessible anthem for that 
morning.  

If you are interested, contact David Turner 
dturner@ebenezerlutheran.org 

NEW GENERATION 
 

A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is  

welcome to join the group on outings, meetings & trips. 

 

Due to a conflict the trip to WIS-TV has 
been rescheduled. The tour and viewing of  
the 12:00 pm news is now scheduled for 
Thursday, June 13. The group will  leave 
from the church promptly at 11 am.  

Call Linda Davis to reserve your spot. 
803-309-2406  
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Pastor's Page continued  

 

Q: How will he be supervised and supported? 
 

A: We have an “internship committee” that will 
serve as a support, encouragement, feedback and 
evaluation team for him throughout the year. We 
will introduce the committee and its chair to you 
on June 16 when we install Vicar Ashton. Weekly 
supervision with the supervising pastor is also an 
important component of internship. The two of 
us will set aside 60-90 minutes each week for 

guidance, feedback, and theological reflection on 
internship.  
 

We will share more information about Vicar  

Ashton’s first Sunday as we get closer to June 16. 
Thank you in advance for your participation in 
this venture!  You are giving a valuable gift to the 
Church as you help mold and shape a leader for 
mission and service in the ELCA! 

 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Pastor Paul 

"My name is Ashton Roberts. I am a 2019 graduate of LTSS, 
where my wife Jennifer is still a student. Our son Zion is a rising 
6th grader at St. Peter’s Catholic School here in downtown. I grew 
up near Kingsport, TN, and lived outside of Knoxville, TN, for 
nine years, where we are members of St. John’s Lutheran Church.    
I have been serving as the stated supply vicar at Our Shepherd     
Lutheran Church in Hartsville, SC, since September 2018, where I 
found a great love for God’s people and a deep joy in wrestling with 
the scriptures together. I love cooking and sharing a meal, reading 
theology (most recently The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr), the 
occasional cigar, fishing, and our dog, Hank, a lazy little terrier mix, 
cuter than he is smart. I am very much looking forward to being 
your intern this year and I am excited to learn and grow alongside 
you as the Spirit works among us.”  -AR 

   

Christian Hampton, Northside Christian Acad. 

Kaitlyn Siomacco, Dutch Fork High School 

 

Candace Ballentine, Clemson University  

Adam Bodner, University of South Carolina 

Hannah Bradham, Columbia College 

Haleigh Dixon, University of South Carolina 

Reid Metts, University of South Carolina  

 

* * * * * 

Deuteronomy 6: 4 - 9 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

Recent Graduates! 

Meet the New Vicar   
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Do you follow the ELCA on social 
media? Keep informed with church 
news, event notices, pictures and video 
across many platforms.  
Look on  

   Facebook.com/Lutherans  

@ELCA on Twitter  

@ELCA on Instagram 

YouTube.com/ELCA 
 

Join this online community  
of Lutherans! 

“Three Sides” podcast:  
          Little steps, big faith 
 

Can the science behind children's brain  

development inform faith formation? Author 
Dawn Rundman discusses this on “Three 

Sides” podcast. Dr. Rundman provides daily 
practices for parents and ideas on how  
congregations can create inviting spaces for 
children to experience God. Find this episode 
and others at LivingLutheran.org/podcast.  

Church Campus Spring "Touch Up" 
8am - noon | Saturday | June 8  
 

Bring your gloves, rakes, weed eaters, mowers  
with bags, hedgers, & your energy.  
Water & snacks shall be available to keep you fueled.  
Sign up with Bill Frew. 
803.622.4409 or wdf803@aol.com.   

And let him know what lawn tools/equipment  
you can share for the event. 
 

The Ebenezer campus is well landscaped and beautiful. Dean Floyd has invested many hours 
weekly to allow us a very lovely presentation. Nonetheless, our Cemetery, Memorial Garden, and 
the Columbarium all need a Spring “Touch Up”.  This is an endeavor we should do each spring 
and fall to complete the beauty of our campus and respect and honor those final resting homes for 
our beloved members who have found rest in our gardens.  Join us in this e.ort! 
 

 

COUNCIL CORNER  

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

MET MAY 21 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

�Approved formation of a Vicar Support 
committee for our Vicar, Ashton 

Roberts, who will begin at Ebenezer 
June 16.  Members of the committee 
are Mitchell Kneece (chair), Angela 
Adams, Dean Floyd, Angela Forand, 
and Ann Sease. 

 

�On June 30 during worship we will 
recognize and thank Richland 
County Conservation Commission 

(RCCC) for their support and grants 
for restoring the chapel ceiling and 
refinishing the exterior church doors.  
Worship this day will be held in the 
Chapel, followed by a reception. 

 

�Approved the formation of a committee 
to review the Facility Use policy and 
fees. Karen Hardy, Phillip Heise, and 
Rich Roberson will comprise the 
committee.  They will review the 
current usage policy and fees and 
make recommendations to Council. 

 Full minutes for every meeting are available by 
 request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of 
 each month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining 
 Room. All Ebenezer members are welcome to 

 attend and observe Council meetings. 
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP   MAY MEETING REVIEW 

Not  surprisingly,  Pastor Paul superbly led our 
discussion of Outliers: The Story of Success by  
Malcolm Gladwell, a book Pastor Paul suggested 
we read. Gladwell describes outliers as “men and 

women who do things that are out of the ordi-
nary” (page 17). Pastor Paul suggested that James 
Holzhauer, a current contestant on the show 

“Jeopardy!” seems to qualify, citing his winning 
streak and listing factors that likely helped make 
him an extraordinary contestant and an outlier. 
  

Gladwell contends that innate intelligence is not 
enough to make one extraordinary and that  
becoming a genius also depends on extraordinary 
opportunity and one’s community. Compelling 
evidence is provided throughout the book, high-
lighting factors that lead to success in life. Some 
examples include why some hockey players are 
more successful than others; why Korean Air had 
more preventable disasters than other airlines; 

why Asians excel in mathematics; and why many 
Jewish men become successful lawyers and  
physicians. Gladwell supports his claims with  
undisputable facts.   
  

This book is enjoyable and thought-provoking 
and was a great selection for us. We appreciated 
Pastor Paul’s thorough preparation for discussion 
and his skills and attributes essential for a good 
discussion leader. How blessed we are to have this 

fine man as our Pastor! 

  

The book for June is Cold Sassy Tree by Olive 
Ann Burns. We will break in July. The book for 
August is Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls. 

All women are welcome. We meet in the Parlor 

at 10:00 am the first Thursday of the month.   
      -Diane Jones 

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of  May 15 
 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction  

*In memory of Harold Park by Stephen & Susan Peeples, Gene & Marcia Lucius, Fred & Linda Fellers, 
Annette Metz, Stephen & Susan Peeples, Euenla Sloan, Dianne McCarty, David Wertz, Bob & Beth  
Baucom, Ruth Counts, Shirley Knox, Karen Hardy, Roger & Linda Davis, Jim & Mary Nichols, James 
Altman, Judy Woolly, Joe & Gwen Shealy, Gary & Diane Jones, Jerry & Sarah Bolton, Harry & Jeanelle 
Clayton, Dottie Park, Tom & Barbara O'Brien, Renate Moore, William & Karla Trexler, Jerry & Tizzy 
Lorick, Bill & Reenie Frew, Ann Sease, Wayne Blanton, David & Beth Lever, Bobby & Betty Lepard,  
David & Martha Cobb, Lisa McClain, Elizabeth Circle, Will & Nell Lucius, Doris Freeze, Lib Carswell, 

Morris & Lauren Dunn, Charles Sigel 
*In memory of Hugh Perry by Roger & Linda Davis 
 

Member Care  

*In memory of Harold Park by Doris Harrington   
 

Thanksgiving & Memorial 
*In memory of Weezie Caskey by Sigma Nu Delta Chapter Brotherhood Trust  � 

 

 

 

 



Thank-you... 
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Remember these special members   
 

Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd & Marilyn  

Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Marilyn Minick,  

Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata;  

Amara Place: Jo Creason; Heritage at Lowman: 

Augusta Ellsworth, Kathryn Dasher King,  

Sandra Lewis, Gertrude Metze, Helen Sanders, 

Julian Wise; Presbyterian Home: Mary Hallman, 

Joyce O'Sheal   ❧ 

       

Dear Ebenezer Family, 
Our family is so grateful for your expressions of 
loving care and concern during the past couple of 
years. Through those periods of pain, surgeries and 
recuperation, which seemed to bombard us from  
every side and around every corner, we finally  
realized it was more helpful to count our blessings 
rather than focus on our problems. Being part of 
our church family is one of those blessings! Your  
prayers, cards, phone calls, and visits made  
ordinary days seem so much brighter.  
Thank you for being there! 
-Bob and Brenda Lown   

 

Dear Ebenezer Family, 
Thank you for your many expressions of care and 
concern. I appreciate the calls, cards, prayers,  
flowers and most of all the visits.  
Sincerely,  
- Kathryn Dasher King         
 

Dear Friends of Transitions, 
As a member of the Board at Transitions, I am 
writing to thank you for your continued financial 
support. Your generosity has helped us transition 
over 2,300 people from homelessness to permanent 
housing. If any of you would like to learn more 
about what we do, we'd love to give you a tour. 
Gratefully,  
-Evelyn Middleton 

Member Updates 
 

Joined the Church Triumphant 
� Harold Park, April 28 
� John Dreher, May 19 

 

United in Marriage 
• Charlotte Bian Lingle &  
Mark Knoop, April 20 

 

Transfer 

• Nancy Beaver, Redeemer Lutheran, Columbia 

FROM THE BISHOP OF THE SC SYNOD - 

 

Dear Members of Ebenezer:  
I am writing to share with you two opportunities 
that could help address the racial prejudice and hate 
in our community. 
 

The first is an invitation for you to go see the  
documentary Emanuel: The untold story of 
the victims and survivors of the Charleston Church 
Shooting. The following link  
https:/www.emanuelmovie.com/ provides  
information about this documentary, including 
a trailer and where to watch. In the Columbia area, 

it will be shown at the Regal Theaters in  
Harbison and Sandhills at 7 p.m. on Monday, June 
17 and Wednesday, June 19. It is rare that a movie 
like this is produced. 
 

The second invitation is for you to attend a discus-
sion of the documentary that will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 20 at Ebenezer. Other congrega-
tions in our community have been invited as well. 
There we will share the profound insights and faith 
stories of these nine families and first responders and 
how we can work together to overcome this kind of 
hate and prejudice. 
 

I hope you will join us for the unique opportunity. 
 

In Christ,  

-Bishop Herman Yoos 



EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1301 Richland Street 

Columbia, SC 29201-2578 
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Ebenezer Staff 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Paul E. Aebischer 

 

Vicar  

Ashton Roberts 

 

Director of Music & Worship 

David E. Turner 

 

Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Financial Assistant 

Philip A. Bingenheimer 

Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 

Faith Formation -  Ali Jones 
Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Stewardship - Judy Woolly 
Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

 

Sundays  

9:15 am  Sunday School for All Ages  
10:30 am Worship 

 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship 

                                          

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Saturday, June 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 

Callie Baucom  2019 

Roger Davis  2019 

Fred Fellers 2019  

Mike Siomacco 2019 

Linda Smith Shealy 2019 
Mark Bokesch 2020 

Ed Kelly 2020 

Colleen Siniard 2020 

Diane Stone 2020 

Angela Forand  2021 
Ali Jones 2021 
Joyce Rose-Harris 2021 

Fred Olafson 2021 

Fred Fellers, President 

   Linda Smith Shealy, Vice Pres 
 

Ali Jones, Secretary 
Beth Mays, Treasurer 

OFFICERS  


