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PARISH 

NEWS 

November 4 

Festival Service of Worship and Remembrance 
 

In morning worship we will remember the Ebenezer saints  
who joined the Church Triumphant this past year. 

Robert Sims Hennies 

Dorothy Lahman Alexander 
Richard Palmer Coolidge 

Patsy Ann Wertz 

        Birdie Switzer Culp 
 Tania Sweigert Richardson      
John Harvey "Jack" Richardson   

        Louise Gantt Hydrick 
  

IT'S COMING!     

SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 18 

Consecration Sunday will be observed at Ebenezer  
at the 10:30 am worship service 

with Guest Leader, Ron Walrath preaching.   
Afterward, in the Parish Life Center,  

a catered Celebration Luncheon.   

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THESE EXCITING EVENTS. 



2 

 

 

 

Dear People of God at Ebenezer, 
 

By the time this hits your mailbox we will have completed nine of our ten cottage meetings 
designed to draw all of us into conversations about dreams, visions and goals for this com-
munity of faith. I’m thankful to all of you who attended one of these meetings. My goals 
were to meet you, learn more names, start to figure out where people live, and spend time 
talking about our future. We succeeded, I think, with all of these goals, but especially with 

conversations about the future. 

 

The details were di=erent at each meeting. At least one completely unique idea happened at 
each gathering. But there were some common things that were said in some way at nearly 
every meeting: 

 

We are excited about our future 

We are passionate about worship, and the arts, and outreach 

We want to use our space/facilities faithfully 

We are a “downtown” church with unique blessings, opportunities and challenges 

Cooperation and collaboration are life-giving 

Communication is crucial 

 

Some of your insights aBrm things we are already working on. Others draw our leader-
ship’s attention to new possibilities and directions. These conversations are only a starting 
point. We share a vision of a congregation where everyone can identify our mission priori-
ties, and everyone feels valued and worthwhile in our shared pursuit of a common goal.  
 

We have a God of abundance and not a God of scarcity. Our congregation has been abun-
dantly blessed with resources – people, facilities, ideas, money – to do faithful things in this 
community and to make Christ’s love visible to a weary world. 
 

Faithfully yours, 
Pastor Paul 

  Pastor’s Page 

O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in 
the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.   elw p.52 
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NOVEMBER 8-SERVICE OF HEALING   

6:30 pm in the church. All are welcome! 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 

FAITH FORMATION for ALL AGES 

CHILDREN & YOUTH AND  ADULTS 

9:15-10:15 am 

SISTERS in CHRIST  

A STUDY OF COMMUNITY 
 

November 19 Special guest, John Sherrer, 
Dir. of Cultural Resources-Historic Columbia, 

will discuss the historical context of 

Ebenezer's place in this community.  
 

5:30 pm - Parish Life Center dining room  

Bring a salad or dessert to share.  
RSVP Elizabeth Padget epadget10@gmail.com  

All women are welcome!  

Patrons and Friends of the Arts presents  
"AN ACAPELLA CHRISTMAS"  

Furman University's Bell Tower Boys 
Saturday, December 1 
7:00 pm in the church 

 

Founded in 1996, The Bell Tower Boys are 
Furman's leading student-run all male acapella 
ensemble. They tour regionally during the 
school year and assist with recruitment e=orts 
of the University. We welcome them to 
Ebenezer to share their heart-warming 

Christmas concert featuring some of the clas-
sics with a modern twist!  

This festive performance is free and open to all! 

Called Meeting of the Congregation  
Sunday, November 4 for the purpose of  
approving the 2019 Spend Plan and voting  
for Congregation Council and the Ebenezer 
Foundation.  

Nov 11 & 18 Election run-o=s, if needed. 

 

Festival Worship 
November 25 
10:30 am 

‘Tis the Season! 

THE GIVING TREE   

November 25 - December 16 

This is our opportunity to make Christmas 
brighter for those in need in our community. 
The Giving Tree will be in the Reception 
Room beginning Sunday, Nov. 25. Come by 
and select a tag. Wrapped gifts should be re-
turned by Dec. 16, with the gift tag attached. 
Questions? Contact Mimi Wortham Brown 

mimiwb@sc.rr.com or call/text 803-319-5007.  

Marion St. Highrise Dinner & Bingo 
6:00 pm Thursday, December 13  
Parish Life Center 

Volunteers are needed to help with setting the 
tables, greeting our guests, helping with last-
minute preparations, and serving.  
If you can assist with serving dinner, contact 
Mimi at mimiwb@sc.rr.com or call/ text 803-

319-5007. Thank you for helping to brighten 
Christmas for our neighbors…and for 
“reaching out to draw others to Christ.” 
***Prior to the dinner, we are collecting full-
size toiletries, such as lotion, soap, body wash, 
shampoo, and deodorant to be used as Bingo 
prizes. Large bags of candy and mints are also 
appreciated, so that a handful can be included 
in small gift bags. Drop these items o= in the 
designated basket in the Reception Room by 
Sunday, December 9.  

Ebenezer Women of the ELCA  

Fall General Meeting 
Sunday, November 4 

12 noon in the PLC Lobby 
Dessert Salad Luncheon 

All women of the church invited! 
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP   -  OCTOBER MEETING REVIEW 

FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM  

Report for November  
We celebrate in the generosity of God’s people as 
we continue to pay down debt and free resources 
for our ministry at Ebenezer, within the Columbia 
community, the SC Synod, and beyond! 
 

185/1830 Debt Retirement Campaign: 
$338,550 Goal (185 years x 1830, the date Ebenezer 
  formed) 

$191,325 Received as of October 02, 2018 

$147,225 Remainder to meet Goal 

 

Our debt obligations as of October 02, 2018 
$398,542 2007 Parish Life Renovations 

$  50,894 Marion Street Property Mortgage 

$449,436 Total Debt 

Picture this: a master butcher with the voice of 

an angel who was a sniper in the German  
Army in WWI; the butcher’s wife who was the 
pregnant fiancé of the butcher’s good (and 
Jewish) friend in the army; a young couple 
who were circus performers, the woman reared 
by one parent – an alcoholic father who was a 

suspected murderer, and her boyfriend, a  
Native American who served in WWI;  an  

eccentric woman who collects treasures from 

trash cans and recycles them; and a rigid,  
tyrannical Lutheran woman who meddles in 
the life of her brother, the butcher. 

  

Incredibly, out of this background comes The 
Master Butchers Singing Club by Louise Erdrich, 
a story with “... themes of love and death, 
lightness and gravity… eloquent prose, sly hu-
mor, and depth of feeling that only a masterful 
writer can o=er.” (Book jacket)  We enjoyed 

this amazing book despite accounts of murder, 
a suspected crime scene, deaths of three main 
characters, and details about the Massacre at 

Wounded Knee. 

  

Critically acclaimed author and Pulitzer Prize 
finalist, Erdrich, is of German American, 

French and Native American ancestry.  She 
owns a book store in Minneapolis which fea-
tures native arts and a personal confessional 
dedicated to cleanliness and Godliness.  

-Diane Jones 

  

Our next meeting is Thursday, November 1, 
when we will discuss Being Mortal: Medicine 
and What Matters in the End, highly praised 
book by Atul Gawande. We meet at 10:00 am 
in the Parlor. 

ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE  

OF ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

Remember that Ebenezer o=ers electronic  

giving to automate your regular weekly  
o=ering. Electronic giving o=ers convenience 
and provides much-needed donation con-
sistency for our congregation to support our 
shared ministries. Electronic Giving allows you 
to go to www.ebenezerlutheran.org at any 
time to set up an automatic donation plan, 
change your donation plan, make a one-time 

donation or view your online donation history. 
As you contemplate future contributions, 
please consider electronic giving.  

www,ebenezerlutheran.org 
 

The Finance Ministry Team thanks all who 
give generously of time, talent and treasure.  
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COUNCIL CORNER  

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET  

OCTOBER 16 -MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: 

 

• The Council viewed a DVD provided  
by the SC Synod entitled, Walking Together  
in Christ. The video is about what it means to 

be peacemakers in the world. A brief devotion 
was conducted based on Matthew 5:9 "Blessed 

are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God." 

• The Boy Scouts of America are allowing 
girls in Boy Scouts. After reviewing this 
initiative, Council gave approval to Gene Bell, 
Scoutmaster of Troop 963 to immediately 
allow girls in our Cub Scout troop. 

• Roger Davis advised the restoration of the 
sanctuary doors has begun. It will take 

approximately two (2) months to complete this 
project. 

• Received an update from Buddy Bateman, 
regarding Family Promise of the Midlands. We 

entered into a three (3) month agreement, 
beginning October 5, 2018, with an allowance 
of one - three (3) month extension, if needed 
for a maximum of six (6) months, with the end 
date of April 5, 2019.  Family Promise is 
utilizing some of our third floor space, along 
with several other areas. 

●On October 9, 2018, Council unanimously 
approved the following nominees for Council: 
Veronica Banton, Angela Forand, Ali Jones, 
Marcia Lucius, Fred Olafson, Kathy Quinn, 
Joyce Rose-Harris, Callie Baucom. And for the 

Foundation: Ron Banister, Gaye Betcher,  
Bob Hampton, Patty Sloan. 
●Received an update from the Stewardship 
Ministry Team regarding New Consecration 
Sunday and the luncheon that will be held 
Sunday, November 18. Additional information 

will be forthcoming.  
Full minutes for every meeting are available by request. 
Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 5:45 
pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer members are 
welcome to attend and observe Council meetings. 

You are invited to order potted 
and alternative poinsettias in 
honor or memory of someone 
special. The potted flowers will 
be used to decorate the church 

and the alternative ones are designated to help 
support Family Promise, GraceWorks, Opera-
tion Inasmuch & special projects at Logan  
Elementary School.  
The cost is $11.25 each. Orders with payment due 
no later than Monday, November 12.  No phone 
orders please. 

 

ORDER FORM 

 

Enclosed is $_______($11.25 each)  
for ________# potted poinsettias 
 

Enclosed is $______($11.25 each) 
for ________#alternative poinsettias 
 

POTTED: 

In memory 

of:_________________________________________ 

 

In honor 

of:_________________________________________ 

 

given 

by__________________________________________ 
ALTERNATIVE: 

In memory 

of:_________________________________________ 

 

In honor 

of:_________________________________________ 

 

given 

by_________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to “Ebenezer Lutheran Church” 
& designate “potted” or “alternative”. You may drop o= 
your order in the o=ering plate on Sunday or mail to 
the church oBce.  

November 12 - deadline to receive orders. 

GOOD STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES Why are we ordering 
poinsettias so early?  The greenhouse needs our order Nov. 
13 & we only order the number of plants that have been 
paid for in advance.  
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of  October 15 
 

Archives 

*In memory of Pat Wertz by Annette Metz 
Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

* In memory of Pat Wertz by Steve & Susan 
Peeples, Buzz & Ann Purcell, Elizabeth Carswell, 
Ruth Counts, Bob & Dottie Hampton, Gary & 
Diane Jones, Joyce Lybrand, Joe & Gwen Shealy, 
Euenla Sloan, Gerda Kahn, Harriett & Jim 
Moultrie, Mr. Reid Shand, Mrs. William Shand, 

Adrea S. Owens, John & Aegina Morris, David & 
Carolyn Donges, Harry &Jeanelle Clayton, Howard 
& Debbie Seale, Steve & Barbara Sha8er 
* In memory of Dick Coolidge by Joyce Lybrand 

 

* In memory of Bob Hennies by Thurmond & 
Barbara Sharpe 
* In memory of Barbara Yandle by Howard & 
Debbie Seale 

*In honor of Ruth Counts & Euenla Sloan by 
David Wertz 

Music Fund 

*In honor of Carolyn & David Donges by David 
Wertz 

Thanksgiving & Memorial 
* In memory of Dick Coolidge by Thurmond & 
Barbara Sharpe 
*In memory of Rob Windhorn by Ann Windhorn 
& family, Westminster Presbyterian Church Sta8 � 

 SINCE SUMMER OF 2017, CONGREGATION COUNCIL HAS EMBRACED GETTING TO KNOW SOME OF OUR 

NEIGHBORING NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. Two by two, Council members met with organizations 
close by that provide diverse and valuable services. Over the next few months, we will share information 
on five agencies: Christ Central, Hannah House, Transitions, Oliver Gospel Mission and Marion Street 
Highrise. All of these organizations have volunteer opportunities available, and would welcome contact 
by Ebenezer members. 

 

Oliver Gospel Mission 

The mission of Oliver Gospel Mission is to see that 
the broken and homeless are sheltered, given the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and equipped to live 
responsibly. The vision of Oliver Gospel Mission is 
to exalt Jesus Christ by facilitating life transformation 
among the broken and homeless that they might 
radically enhance the community. Oliver Gospel 
Mission has been in the Columbia community since 
1888. Originally, their outreach was to men; however, in August 2017 they celebrated the grand 
opening of Toby’s Place, a new venture focusing on women and children. This is a residential 
program lasting approximately two years with the goal of fostering healthy relationships. Toby’s 
Place is located on a di=erent campus. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:  There are five areas of service opportunities and volunteer needs  
*Thrift Store  *Stewardship Services  *Recovery Ministry  *Community Ministry  *Operations  

  See their website for descriptions. https://www.olivergospelmission.org 
 

Contact: Reid Davis, Program OBcer for Oliver Gospel Mission | 803-254-6470       

 OGM@oliverGM.com | 1100 Taylor Street, Columbia, SC  29201 

 



Thank-you... 
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MEMBER UPDATE 

Joined the Church Triumphant 
� Pat Wertz, September 28 

Remember these special members   
with an occasional  greeting card, a telephone call 

or even better a visit.  
 

John Dreher, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd 

& Marilyn Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Marilyn 

Minick, Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja 

Zagata, Deepwood Estates: Mary Hallman, 

Heritage at Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, 

Doug Fritz, Sandra Lewis, Gertrude Metze, 

Harold Park, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise, 

Presbyterian Home: Joyce O'Sheal   ❧ 
       

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for all the concerns, cards, telephone 
calls and the beautiful altar flowers. Most of all, 
your prayers for my recent surgery. Prayers have 
been answered. God is merciful and I am truly 
grateful for all my caring Ebenezer friends. 
God bless 

Jeanelle Clayton 
 

Dear Ebenezer Members, 

Thank you all for the cards and visits. I appreciate  
your thoughtfulness more than you will ever know. 
Sincerely, 
Augusta Ellsworth 

New Generation had to cancel their retreat at the Isle of Palms due to Hurricane Florence. This did not deter 

the group from "surprising" Pastor Paul with a fun skit and a meal afterwards here at Ebenezer in the PLC.  
 

Who's who: Jeanelle Clayton, Harry  
Clayton, David Cobb, Euenla Sloan,  
Annette Lewis, Dorothy Ropp, Shirley 
Knox, Doris Harrington, Suzanne Sexton, 

Roger Davis, Ruth Counts, Harriet Frye, 
Rose Ellen McManus, Linda Davis,  

Gertrude Metze, Linda Stalnaker & Pastor 

Paul. 

 

"We feel loved at Ebenezer!" 

This statement from one of our 

families simultaneously warmed 
our hearts and made us acutely 
aware of the amazing opportunity 
that Family Promise gives us! Our 

mission statement is "Reaching out 
to draw others to Christ". This 

week of service allows us to "live" 

this mission in so many, many 
ways. 

 

We say this often, but it is such an 
important piece. Over sixty caring, 

faith-filled members help in mak-

ing each Family Promise week a 
reality by setting up and then dis-
mantling bedrooms: donating gift 
cards, money, and food; serving as 
chefs or overnight hosts; bringing 
fresh fruit through the week; 
teaching an activity; writing a 
grant, etc.  It takes a caring village, 
and Ebenezer members graciously 
rise to meet all needs. 

 

It is so exciting that the families 
who stayed with us in October are 
all close to "graduating" from the 
program and moving into inde-
pendent housing. If you have any 

furniture that you no longer need, 
please contact Grace Metzgar 
grace_metzgar@yahoo.com  

or Elizabeth Padget 
epadget10@gmail.com.  

These families would be so grateful 
for furnishings to begin this new 
chapter in their lives.  
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you again for ALL that you 
do to share God's love with our 

beautiful Family Promise guests.  

FAMILY PROMISE 



Buddy Bateman 
Olivia Bokesch 

Mark Bokesch 

Roger Davis 

Fred Fellers 

Christian Hampton 
Karen Hardy 
 

Ed Kelly 
Linda Smith Shealy 
Colleen Siniard 

Mike Siomacco 

Diane Stone 

James Thomas 
Tom Tuten 
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Director of Music & Worship 
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Administrative Associate   
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ebenezer Staff 

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 
Faith Formation -  Veronica Banton  

Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Stewardship - Judy Woolly 
Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

 

Sundays  

9:15am  Sunday School for All Ages  
10:30am Worship* 

 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*  

                                          

Second Thursday of the Month 

6:30 pm Healing Service*  

 

*Eucharist at each service. 

 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Thursday, November 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

OFFICERS  

Buddy Bateman, President 
Karen Hardy, Vice President 
Linda Smith Shealy, Secretary 
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 


