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The Rite of Installation  

for The Reverend Paul E. Aebischer 
Senior Pastor for Ebenezer Lutheran Church 

 

Saturday 
29 September 2018 

at 4:00 pm 

 

 

The Rev. Andrew Isenhower, Presiding 
St. Luke's Lutheran Church & Midlands Conference Dean 

 

The Rev. John Trump, Preaching 
Saint Andrews Lutheran Church 

 

Reception immediately following. 
 

Your prayers and presence are requested. 
 
 

The  Lutheran Confessions state that the O�ce of Ordained Ministry is brought into 
existence by God so that the Church may be sustained in faith and strengthened for 

mission through the gifts of the Word and the Holy Sacraments.  
The Rite of Installation reminds us all of the purpose of this O�ce. 
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SeptemberFest @ Ebenezer  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 AT 2:00 PM 

 

This event will be a great opportunity to welcome our neighbors  
to Ebenezer for games, crafts, cookie-decorating, food and even a 
bounce house! The event will benefit Logan Elementary School by 

providing much-needed books for classroom libraries at Logan, which has a 70% pov-
erty level. We can help individually in small ways that will benefit the students enor-
mously! Please check the Ebenezer website under Events for the book list. Copies of the 
book list are also available on the Outreach table in the Reception Room. Come by and 
pick one up—and plan now to help with all of the SeptemberFest @ Ebenezer activities! 
Your smiling faces, generous hearts and helping hands will make this a wonderful, fun-
filled event for everyone!  
 

Email mimiwb@sc.rr.com or call or text 803-319-5007 with questions or to sign up. 
Sponsored by the Faith Formation & Outreach Ministry Teams 

Sunday, September 9 

A New Year of Christian Education  

for All Ages 
 

9:15 -10:15 am  Enjoy a continental style breakfast in the reception room 

      10:30 am  As part of worship, Rising First & Third Grade Children                     

   will be presented with Age Appropriate Bibles  

  and the Installation of Our Sunday School Teachers 
 

Plan to be present and take part in this life long learning process. 

Sponsored by the Faith Formation Ministry Team 

Something for Everyone! 
Sunday - September 9 

Two Big Events That Requests Your Participation 
Rally Day and SeptemberFest 



3 

DONATE those unwanted/unneeded 

household goods that are in good 
condition & still useful for the WELCA 

Garage Sale - to be held Saturday - 
October 20 here at Ebenezer. Items 

can be stored on the stage in the Parish 
Life Center. Please label garage sale.   

SEEDS OF HOPE Summer Farmers 

Market-continues for a few more weeks 

on Thursdays in our courtyard on 
Richland Street, 7:30-10:15 am. Shop for 
your fresh fruits and vegetables and help 
support a SC farmer and his family.  

NEW GENERATION 

A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome 

to join the group on outings, meetings & trips. 

 

****** 

Friday, November 30  
Trip to Charlotte Motor Speedway  
for the spectacular 
Christmas Lights 
display.   
 

Contact Linda Davis 

(772-7690) for 
additional details or 

to make a reservation. 

 

SEPTEMBER 13-SERVICE OF HEALING -  

6:30 pm in the church. All are welcome! 
 

 

The Youth of Ebenezer  

Invite You  

to a Texas style BBQ lunch  
Sunday, September 16 

 

Come to the Parish Life Center 

immediately following the 10:30am 
service. Hear about their trip to the 
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, eat 
some delicious food and enjoy the 
company of fellow members and friends!  

For planning purposes, please  
RSVP-803.765.9430 

before September 12 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

4pm in the Chapel 

 

Glen Ward's wholesome humor involves 

hilariously accurate impersonations of well-
known political and musical celebrities.  
He also entertains his audiences all across 

America with stories and life lessons from his 

experiences growing up in a minister's home. 
His story of "Momma Powers" is a classic!  
 

Following this free performance, there will 
be a reception of southern small-bite 
favorites, provided by Sarah Simmons of Rise 
Bake Shop.  
 

Series information available at 

www.patronsandfriends.org  
and Facebook at 

patronsandfriendsoftheartsatebenezer  

Patrons & Friends of the Arts invites you  
to the first event in the 2018-2019 series 

SISTERS in CHRIST  

start back with their monthly gatherings 
Monday, September 17 

5:30 pm in the PLC Dining Room 

Cathy Milejczak, guest speaker 
All women are welcome! 
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The interim journey reaches its destination! Sunday, July 29 we had the opportunity to thank 
Pastor Mel & show our appreciation for his time with us as our Interim Senior Pastor. 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP    -AUGUST MEETING REVIEW 

“Vengeance, retaliation, retribution, revenge  are deceitful 
brothers - vile, beguiling demons promising justifiable com-
pensation to a pained soul for his losses. Yet in truth they 
craftily fester away all else of worth remaining." 
-Richelle E. Goodrich                 
 

The classic novel, The Count of Monte Cristo  
by Alexandre Dumas, was our selection for  
August. We needed our July break in order to get 
this 1000+ page epic read! Even though the book 
was long, we agreed that Dumas' writing 
style made the reader interested enough to want 
to read more. We found it diMcult to make a dis-

tinction between characters whose names were 

often similar.     

 

The main theme in the novel is vengeance  
versus justice. The story is about a young man, 
Dantes, unjustly imprisoned for treason when 
some of his acquaintances plotted against him. 
After escaping from prison, he vowed to seek re-
venge on those responsible for his imprisonment, 
even believing that he had been given permission 
and power from God to punish, and only too late 
realizing that, though he “…believed himself for 
an instant to be equal to God… (he) realized in all 
humility that supreme power and wisdom are in 

the hands of God alone.” (Final chapter). We 
were reminded of the verse in Romans 12:19 “Do 

not avenge yourselves, beloved, but leave room 
for God’s wrath. For it is written: ‘Vengeance is 
Mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ " 
 

A brief biography of Dumas was presented. He 
was interested in the law, writing, and certainly, 
women. In the foreword to the Bantam Classic 

edition of the novel, it is written that  

“ ‘L’action and l’amour were the two essential 

things in his life and in his fiction. He declared he 
“elevated history to the dignity of the 
novel’.”  Dumas worked with collaborators when 

writing his novels. This particular novel was 
based on many historically accurate events. It was 
first published in serial form and was very popular 
in Europe. Among Dumas' other well-known 

novels are The Three Musketeers and The Man in 

the Iron Mask. 

 

Our next meeting is 10 am in the Parlor, Sept. 6 
when we will discuss The Cigar Factory: A Novel 
of Charleston by Michele Moore. All women are 

invited.           -Diane Jones, coordinator 

Pastor Mel shared the story of how he met Nancy 
when he was a seminary student and doing his field 
work here at Ebenezer.  

          The cake was topped with some of 
Pastor Mel's favorite doughnuts. 

To everyone who helped make this day special  
for Pastor Mel & Nancy, "Thank You!" 
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COUNCIL CORNER  

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET 

AUGUST 21-MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: 

 

� Pastor Paul was enthusiastically 
welcomed by the Council!! 
 

� We received information from Ed Kelly 
and the Stewardship Ministry Team regarding 
our planned Stewardship initiatives. The 
purpose of these initiatives is to educate our 
congregation on Stewardship. They will 
include Temple Talks, a guest leader and a 
New Consecration Sunday meal following a 
Sunday worship service.  
 

� The members of the Council and 

Foundation Nominating Committee were 
approved. The members are Karen Hardy 
(Chair), Tom Tuten, Gaye Betcher, Fred 
Olafson, Linda Davis, Ed Kelly and Pastor 
Paul. 

 

� The dates for conducting Congregational 
business were approved: they are; October 21 
and 28 - budget forums and nominations from 
the floor for Council and the Foundation; 

November 4 - Called Meeting of the 
Congregation to adopt the 2019 spending plan 
and elect members to Congregation Council 
and the ELC Foundation; November 11 and 

18 - election runoVs, if necessary. 
 

� The sanctuary door restoration project 
will begin when weather permits. 
 

 

Full minutes for every meeting are available by 
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room. 
All Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and 

observe Council meetings. 

The members of Ebenezer  
are invited to  

the Service of Ordination  
for Todd Cook 

2:00 pm Saturday, September 15 
St. Matthews Evangelical Lutheran Church  

612 South College Road 
Wilmington, NC 

 
 

Todd is a graduate of LTSS and did field work 
here at Ebenezer. His wife, Wendy and two 
sons, Ross and John were also active here at 
Ebenezer, especially in the scouting program. 

is a new storytelling 
platform.  

Three Sides is a 

monthly podcast 
featuring stories from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). As a 
church that believes God is calling us into 
the world – together, Three Sides will 
present diverse voices from across the ELCA. 
Listen as unique stories are shared from the 
many expressions of this church. 

•From our members whose lives are 

grounded in faith, love of God and 
neighbor. 

•From our congregations that work every 
day to share the love of Christ with all 
God’s people. 

•From our global companions and 
partners that join us as we work to build 
up Christ’s church throughout the 
world. 

Follow on social media @ThreeSidesPod and 

subscribe for future episodes. 

Typically, it’s said there are two sides to every story. 
But often a middle or third side of the story is revealed, 
providing another perspective to consider. 
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of  August 15 
Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

*In memory of Bob Hennies by Harry & Jeanelle 
Clayton 
*In memory of Dick Coolidge by Roger & Linda 
Davis 

General Fund 

*In honor of  Jim Johnson & Phil Bingenheimer  
by Susannah Farley 

Member Care 

*In memory of Bob Hennies and Dick Coolidge  
by Bob & Dottie Hampton 
Thanksgiving and Memorial 
*In memory Marian Dunlop by Doris Harrington 
& Nancy Dixon 

*In memory of Dick Coolidge by Jo Creason, 
Karen Hardy, Judy Woolly, Jerry & Tizzy Lorick, 
Harry & Jeanelle Clayton � 

 SINCE SUMMER OF 2017, CONGREGATION COUNCIL HAS EMBRACED GETTING TO KNOW SOME OF OUR 

NEIGHBORING NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. Two by two, Council members met with organizations 
close by that provide diverse and valuable services. Over the next few months, we will share information 
on five agencies: Christ Central, Transitions, Marion Street Highrise, Oliver Gospel Mission, and 
Hannah House. All these organizations have volunteer opportunities available, and would welcome 
contact by Ebenezer members. 

 

HANNAH HOUSE 
 

Hannah House provides transitional shelter and basic necessities to women, with or without 
children, who are seeking independence and self-suMciency. The focus is on rebuilding families,  
job placement, child care, and aVordable housing. 
 

Founded in 1999, Hannah House is Christ Central Ministries’ first women’s and children’s shelter  

in the Midlands. Located in what was once The Davis Hotel, 

built in the 1940’s, facilities include laundry, commercial 
kitchen, dining room, living room, play room, one and two-
bedroom apartments, private baths, and a dormitory. There are 
more than forty beds. Also, daily meals, internet and phone 
access, clothing, shoes, personal care products, and healthcare 
assistance are provided. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES to help with your time, money 
and gifts such as personal products, furniture, linens, toys, etc., 
abound. Please let us know of your willingness to assist. 
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: Spiritual Enrichment, Counselling, Life  Skills Classes, Goal Setting,  
 Case Management 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Job Prep Classes, Soft Skills Classes, Interview Skills 
EDUCATION: GED Classes, Tutoring for Adults & Children, Scholarships for Quick Jobs at Midland’s Tech 
HEALTH & WELLNESS: Nutrition Classes, Developing Better Eating Habits, Disease/Illness Prevention & 

Healing 
PERSONAL FINANCE: Financial Peace Classes, Budget Training, Assistance with Debt Reduction 

 

For additional information visit their website https://christcentralministries.org/hannah-house  
or contact Gerald Davis, Interim Director 803-771-4357  hannahhouse@ccmins.com   

1726 Sumter Street, Columbia, SC 29201  



Thank-you... 
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Remember these special members   
with an occasional  greeting card, a telephone call 

or even better a visit.  
 

John Dreher, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd 

& Marilyn Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Marilyn 

Minick, Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja 

Zagata, Deepwood Estates: Mary Hallman, 

Heritage at Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, 

Doug Fritz, Sandra Lewis, Gertrude Metze, 

Harold Park, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise, 

Presbyterian Home: Joyce O'Sheal   ❧ 

 

The faithful followers of Jesus at Ebenezer 
“outdid themselves” in expressing love and 
appreciation to us for being fellow travelers on  
the interim journey.  The reception, the generous 
congregational love gift, personal gifts and 
expressions made it clear that God had blessed  
our time together. Nancy and I are so very 
grateful for all of this, and for all of you. 
-Pastor Mel Amundson 

from Judy Woolly    
Dear Friends in Christ, My grandson, Carter Woolly, a recent graduate of Lenoir-
Rhyne, will be leaving for Chicago August 14,  for orientation into the ELCA's Young 
Adults in Global Ministry program where he has accepted a one year call to Rwanda in 
Africa. He will depart on August 24, joining around 80 other young people assigned to 
nine various countries, working in accompaniment with local Lutheran congregations and 

social agencies in their respective countries. Would you join me in keeping Carter and these other young 
people in your prayers this coming year as they learn and walk with their various peoples, experiencing 
incredible challenges and opportunities in service to our church? I'm so proud of Carter and all young people 
willing and anxious to answer God's call to serve.  Thank you and blessings to each of you.  -JW 

 

We welcome Pastor Doug Fritz back to 
our community of faith. After several years 
away in Savannah, Georgia, Pastor Fritz has 
returned and is now a resident at the Herit-

age at Lowman. He says he looks forward to 
being able to worship at Ebenezer once 
again and reconnect with friends.  

Free Support Groups from 
the National Alliance on 

Mental Illness 

 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI) is available to help in the Mid Caroli-
nas. NAMI Connection is a free, confidential, 

and safe support group for individuals living 
with mental health challenges. Individuals join a 
caring group of peers that oVers support 
through their learned wisdom. Group members 
are no longer alone and have a renewed sense of 
hope. NAMI Connection support groups meet 
once a week for 90 minutes and oVer a structure 

group process. 

  

For more information contact The Rev. David 

Seymore. He is an instructor with the group and 
glad to answer any questions. 803-944-7202. 

Annual Golf Classic  

to benefit the ministry of the  
South Carolina Lutheran Retreat Centers 

Thursday, October 4 
Ponderosa County Club, Leesville   

 

 

 

For details and to register  
contact Elliot Cox at Camp Kinard 
803.532.3183/ elliott@sclrc.com 
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Senior Pastor 

Rev. Paul  E. Aebischer 

 

Director of Music & Worship 

David E. Turner 

 

Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Accountant   

Wendy B. Isgett 

Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ebenezer Staff 

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 
Faith Formation -  Veronica Banton  

Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

 

Sundays  

9:15am  Sunday School for All Ages  
9:30am  Gathering Time, Reception Room 

10:30am Worship* 
 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*  

                                          

Second Thursday of the Month 

6:30 pm Healing Service*  

 

*Eucharist at each service. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Saturday, September 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

OFFICERS  

Buddy Bateman, President 
Karen Hardy, Vice President 
Linda Smith Shealy, Secretary 
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 


