
Volume 46  |  Number 7                August 2018 

PARISH 

NEWS 

 � � � � � 

Sunday, July 15 there was a Called Meeting of the 
Congregation for the purpose of voting to call the 
Rev. Paul E. Aebischer as Senior Pastor for Ebenezer 

Lutheran Church.  

 

It is with great confidence and trust in God, the 
work of our Call Committee, the recommendation 

from Council and the unanimous decision of the 

congregation that we extended the call to Pastor 
Aebischer, which he joyfully and enthusiastically  
excepted. 

Pastor Aebischer is looking forward to joining us here at Ebenezer. His first day in 
the o,ce will be August 22 and leading us in worship beginning Sunday, August 
26. Following worship that day will be a Meet & Greet reception. Make plans to 
attend and extend a warm welcome to the Aebischers! 

 

Draw your church together, O God,  

into one great company of disciples,  

together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life,  

together serving in Christʹs mission to the world,  

and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us;  

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

elw  

Welcome Pastor Aebischer! 
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PASTOR’S PAGE... The interim journey reaches its destination! 

Note: this article was submitted before July 15 in 
order to meet publication deadlines; thus it was 
written before the congregational vote was taken 
to extend a call to the Rev. Paul Aebischer. 

 

With joy and thanksgiving I began the 
interim journey with you on Monday, 
September 12, 2016.  The two words “joy” 
and “thanksgiving” are appropriate.  
 

In childhood I learned that “J.O.Y.” comes 
through the unequal partnership of Jesus, 
Others, Yourself, in that order.  My joy has 
been fulfilled in discerning Jesus in our love 
and care for each other, serving and praying 
and learning and laughing together in so 
many ways.  There was always my prayer of 
thanksgiving for being at Ebenezer with you. 
With the calling of a new pastor, the interim 
journey comes to its intended destination. 
 

Ebenezer must now make a commitment to 

new directions in ministry.   
 

 “In the first six to twelve months of a new 

ministry, the congregation and new pastor 
usually go through a relationship phase 
commonly referred to as a honeymoon.  Then 
they settle into reality and begin to face the 
changes and challenges of growing 
together….Congregations that have 
experienced a successful interim are prepared 
to engage not only a new pastor, but also a 
new ministry.”  (This quote is from 
Temporary Shepherds: A Congregational 
Handbook for Interim Ministry, Roger S. 
Nicholson, Alban Institute 1998). 
 

Loren Mead, an early pioneer in 
conceptualizing “interim ministry,” indicates 
the installation service is “more than the 

installing of a person into a job, but the 
installation of a new sense of mission and of 

an invigorated leadership from laity and a new 
pastor.”  Ibid., p. 109. 
 

So, with you, I oAer congratulations to the 
call committee for their excitement in 

recommending the new pastor to you, for 
their sense of God’s leadership and timing in 
the call process (the SC Synod’s manual on the 
call process is titled A Spirit-led Time of 

Renewal, after all), and for their due diligence 
and faithfulness to each task and step. 
 

By the time you read this you will already 
have done a good job of saying farewell to 
me. Nancy joins me in thanking you, and 
thanking God for you!  We are leaving as 
friends who still care about Ebenezer’s future, 

and will stay interested in your progress. 
 

Thank you for your faithful participation in 
this interim journey. Kids will always ask, 
“Are we there yet?”  Now the answer can be 
an enthusiastic:  “Yes we are!  Thank you, 
Lord, for a wonderful trip!” 
 

-Pastor Mel Amundson 
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CONTINUE 

COLLECTING those 

unwanted/unneeded 

household goods that 
are in good condition 

and still useful and then 

donate them for the 

WELCA Garage Sale 
- to be held Saturday - October 20 

here at Ebenezer. Items can be stored 

on the stage in the Parish Life Center.  
Please label garage sale.   

SEEDS OF HOPE Summer Farmers 

Market-continues on Thursdays in our 
courtyard on Richland Street, 7:30-10:15 
am. Shop for your fresh fruits and 
vegetables and help support a SC farmer 
and his family.  

NEW GENERATION 

A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is 

welcome to join the group on outings, meetings & trips. 

 

September 10-13 (Mon-Thurs)   
Annual Bible Study & Beach Retreat  

at the Isle of Palms.  

$225 per person.  

Register by August  27  
by calling Linda Davis. 772-7690 

 

AUGUST 9 -SERVICE OF HEALING -  

6:30 pm in the church. All are welcome! 
 

SAVE-THE-DATE 

RALLY DAY 

Sunday, September 9 
Watch for details in the Sunday bulletin 
insert, on-line and in the September 
issue of the Parish News.  

Sunday, August 19  

INSTRUCTED  

COMMUNION  

During Communion,  

we will receive instruction about the 

liturgy and traditions we practice during 
this special time each week. This service 
allows us to understand more fully what 
God, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus are 
teaching us during Communion. 

"To see God's majestic beauty in Yellowstone 
and other places we visited in June was an awe-
inspiring experience. Can you imagine going 

around the mountains, down valleys, viewing 
waterfalls, bison, wild horses, bears and singing 
"How Great They Art"? We even rafted on the 
Snake River - all of us!  We thanked God every 
day for allowing us all to see His wonderful, 
amazing handiwork." -Linda Davis, coordinator 

for the New Generation 

New Generation summer travelers pictured  
at the foot of the Mount Rushmore National 

Memorial located in South Dakota. 

* * * * *  



4 

Patrons & Friends of the Arts first event in the 2018-2019 concert series.  

FAMILY PROMISE GUESTS RETURN AUGUST 26 

 

The Holy Spirit remains active at Ebenezer!  We are grateful to all who have shared 
their love by visiting the Giving Tree earlier to sign up to serve as overnight hosts 
and dinner chefs!  We also greatly appreciate the generous gift cards and Thrivent 
grants that will allow us to not only purchase some of the food to host our guests but 
also replenish some of the aging linens and storage containers that we currently use. 
 

Our guests will be sharing our church home from August 26 - September 2.   
We still need: 

♥dinner chefs for Friday, August 31 
♥volunteers for set up of classrooms as bedrooms at 8:30am, Sunday, August 26 
♥volunteers to take laundry bags home on Sunday, September 2 
♥volunteers to bring in fresh fruit through the week of August 26 - Sept 1 
♥volunteers to take down bedrooms and re-establish classrooms at 7:30am on Sunday, Sept 2  
♥"givers" of gift cards to be used to purchase groceries through the week 

 

Thank you again for opening your hearts as we prepare for our Family Promise guests!   
We can certainly feel the Spirit at work through your active support of this major missional 
ministry!  Please contact us to help! 
Grace Metzgar  grace_metzgar@yahoo.com     Elizabeth Padget - epadget10@gmail.com 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 | 6pm in the Chapel 
Glen Ward's wholesome humor involves hilariously 
accurate impersonations of well-known political and musical celebrities. 
He also entertains his audiences all across America with stories and life 

lessons from his experiences growing up in a minister's home. His story 
of "Momma Powers" is a classic! Following the performance, there will 
be a reception of southern small-bite favorites, provided by Sarah 
Simmons of Rise Bake Shop. 
Series information available at www.patronsandfriends.org and 
Facebook at patronsandfriendsoftheartsatebenezer  

FREE 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP  

The book group took a break & did not meet in July  
The book review will return in the September issue. 

The group meets again Thursday, August 2 
at 10am in the Parlor to discuss The Count  

of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas.  
All women are welcome. 

COUNCIL CORNER  

The council does not hold a scheduled 

monthly meeting in June. Next scheduled 
meeting is August 21.  
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Sunday, July 8, we had the privilege of hearing 
about some of the wonderful experiences and 
God moments our youth and adults 
experienced while in Houston. 
 

We know the scripture "where two or three are 
gathered…."  Here are some examples of the 
gifts that happened with 31,242 "gathered" :  
437 hair donations for children with hair loss; 1,248 units of blood donated; 40,000 books donated for 

Blast OA for Books; 200 grace bags prepared; made 100 kindness project rocks; $260,000+ raised for 
ELCA World Hunger's Global Farm Challenge and service projects were carried out at ninety six 
locations around the city.   
 

Each evening everyone gathered in the NRG Stadium. The 
speakers shared how God’s call, love, grace and hope changes 
everything in their lives. There was special music by the house 
band and songs of praise were lifted up by all present. 

The next National ELCA Youth Gathering is  
June 29 - July 3, 2021 | Minneapolis, MN 

Youth who are in 8th-12th grade at the time  
of registration will be eligible to attend.  

Houston Bound: Mike Siomacco, Olivia  

Bokesch, Jane Holmes, Addison Floyd, Callie 
Baucom, Julie Siomacco, Kaitlyn Siomacco,  
Mark Bokesch & Christian Hampton. 

 

Plan to volunteer for a shift or two  

Greek Parking Fundraiser 
September 20-23, 2018. 

 

 

Proceeds help send our youth to this life 
changing event. Watch for volunteer 

schedule coming soon.  

"I would encourage a youth who has never been to attend the 
2021 Gathering because it is so much fun. It is impossible not 
to have a good time. You get to grow closer to God through 
amazing people and activities."  -Callie Baucom  

ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING FOLLOW UP 

HOUSTON TEXAS 

"For me, the most memorable part of the trip was 
communing with 31,000 other people! I felt God’s 

presence when I saw our youth with their arms 
around each other singing "Amazing Grace".  
I would encourage youth to attend the next 

Gathering because it is a great opportunity to 
a;rm your faith and expand your perceptions! "  

-Jane Holmes 

Service 

Day 
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of  July 15 
 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

*In memory of Dick Cooldige by Annette Metz, 
Harold & Betty Park, David & Martha Cobb, 
Euenla Sloan, Rich & Sandy Roberson, Joe & 
Gwen Shealy, Joyce O'Sheal, Fred & Linda 
Fellers, Shirley Knox, Joel Hiller, Pat Wertz & 
David Wertz, Ladies & Men's Bible Class 

*In memory of Bob Hennies and Dot Alexander  
by Fred & Linda Fellers 
*In memory of Gelene Ellsworth by Joe & Gwen 
Shealy 
 

 

General Fund 

*In memory of  Dot Alexander by her family 
*In memory of Dick Coolidge by Gene & Marcia 
Lucius 

Lutheran World Relief 

*In memory of Dick Coolidge by Helen Sanders 
Member Care 

*In honor of Phil Bingenheimer & Jim Johnson by 
Doris Harrington 

Music Ministry 

*In honor of Ruth Counts & Martha Fowler by 
Pat Wertz & David Wertz 

Thanksgiving and Memorial 
*In memory of Polly Hart by James & Janice 
Turkett � 

 

SINCE SUMMER OF 2017, CONGREGATION COUNCIL HAS EMBRACED GETTING TO KNOW SOME 

OF OUR NEIGHBORING NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. Two by two, Council members contacted 
and met with organizations close by that provide diverse and valuable services. Over the next few 

months, we’d like to share with you information on five agencies: Christ Central, Transitions, 
Marion Street Highrise, Oliver Gospel Mission, and Hannah House. All these organizations have 
volunteer opportunities available, and would welcome contact by Ebenezer members. 

 

Christ Central Ministries, Inc. 

 

Their mission is to declare hope and oAer help through volunteers to those in 
poverty. Christ Central Columbia is meeting the needs of the poor and 
disadvantaged in the Midlands community by first providing basic needs, such 
as food, clothing, and by tending to the spiritual need, such as prayer.  The 
mission assists individuals in improving their lives and the lives of their families 
by providing teaching and training in the areas needed to secure and retain 
employment, to stabilize their family through food distribution, and develop  

         Christian character. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:  

*Projects  *Food Preparation   *Grounds/Building Maintenance  *Mentoring  *Mission Assistants 
Volunteers are needed Monday–Thursday from 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

 
Additional information can be obtained from the website www.christcentralministries.org or  
contact Pastor Sylvia Mickens, Executive Director. 803-765-1998 ChristCentralCola@yahoo.com 

2401 Main Street, Columbia, 29201  

  



Thank-you... 

7 

Remember these special members   
with an occasional  greeting card, a telephone call 

or even better a visit.  
 

John Dreher, Ruby Ford, Reenie Frew, Lodd 

& Marilyn Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Renate 

Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata, Deep-

wood Estates: Mary Hallman, Heritage at 

Lowman: Augusta Ellsworth, Sandra Lewis, 

Gertrude Metze, Harold Park, Helen Sanders, 

Julian Wise, Presbyterian Home: Joyce 

O'Sheal   ❧ 

MEMBER UPDATE 

Birth 

•Jordy Douglas Metts, June 28 
son of Danielle & Jay Metts, Jr. 

 

Thank you, dear Ebenezer friends!   
The retirement reception you threw for me on 
June 24 was wonderful. I am so grateful to have 
been with you all, and so appreciative of your 
gratitude to me. And, of course, thank you for 
"passing the hat" and giving me a monetary gift 
in addition to the marvelous food!  It has been 
a privilege to have served with Pastor Mel, David, 
Diane, and Wendy. What a wonderful team!  
God is with you all. 
Pastor Gary Dreier 

***** 

Dear Ebenezer Folks,  

This note is to express my sincere appreciation for 
the expressions of kindness and caring you all 
have shown during Dick's recent illness, 
hospitalization, and passing. The cards, calls, and 
visits were so meaningful and will not be 
forgotten, and I will hold them closely in my 
heart. 

With much gratitude and fondest regards,  
Kathy Coolidge  

***** 

Dear Ebenezer, 

Thank you so much for the graduation gifts! I am 
so blessed to be a part of this amazing church! I 
am excited for what God has in store for me in 
this next phase of my life! Thank you again for 
your generosity. 

Love, Sarah Dixon 

***** 

Cub Scout pack #963 took an overnight trip to visit 
Patriot's Point this past Memorial Day weekend. The 
pack spent the day touring the USS Yorktown aircraft 
carrier and learning about its role protecting our great  
US of A. We also were able to tour a battleship and a 
submarine! In the evening, we enjoyed a movie on board 
and slept in the same berthing areas that sailors slept in long ago. Though the quarters were tight, we all had 
a great nights sleep and were really able to appreciate the sacrifices made by our men and women in uniform. 
The pack would like to extend a special thanks to the entire congregation for making this trip possible. These 
are memories that will last a lifetime for these boys.  Gene Bell, Cubmaster  

Thank you for the cards, meals, phone calls, and 
prayers after my recent surgery. I have been very 
blessed to be surrounded by caring and loving 
people at Ebenezer to help me through my 
surgery and healing. 
Linda Smith Shealy 
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Diane M. Oliver 
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ebenezer Staff 

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 
Faith Formation -  Veronica Banton  

Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

 

Sundays  

9:15am  Sunday School for All Ages  
9:30am  Gathering Time, Reception Room 

10:30am Worship* 
 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*  

                                          

Second Thursday of the Month 

6:30 pm Healing Service*  

 

*Eucharist at each service. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Wednesday, August 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

OFFICERS  

Buddy Bateman, President 
Karen Hardy, Vice President 
Linda Smith Shealy, Secretary 
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 


