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Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ebenezer Staff 

Buddy Bateman 
Olivia Bokesch 

Mark Bokesch 

Roger Davis 

Fred Fellers 

Christian Hampton 
Karen Hardy 
 

Ed Kelly 
Linda Smith Shealy 
Colleen Siniard 

Mike Siomacco 

Diane Stone 

James Thomas 
Tom Tuten 

 

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 

Faith Formation -  Veronica Banton & Pastor Dreier 

Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham-Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

Sundays  

9:15am  Sunday School for All Ages  
9:30am  Gathering Time, Reception Room 

10:30am Worship* 
 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*  

*Eucharist at each service. 

                                          

 

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Friday, June 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

OFFICERS  

Buddy Bateman, President 
Karen Hardy, Vice President 
Linda Smith Shealy, Secretary 
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 
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PARISH 

NEWS 

BABYLON Daniel's Courage in Captivity 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

SUNDAY-THURSDAY EVENINGS 

 JUNE 10-14 

DINNER 5:30-6:00 pm; ACTIVITIES 6:00-8:30 pm 

Learning & activities planned for people of all ages.  
 

  Registration is so easy! One form per household. Turn in    

 your completed form by Sunday, June 3, so that we are prepared  
  to serve all who join us for this week of learning, fun and fellowship!    
  Forms are available on-line or from the church oEce.    

  

 

Sunday, June 24 
Reception immediately following worship  

in the reception room.  

 

Join us as we say good-bye to Pastor Gary Dreier  
who has faithfully served Ebenezer as Pastoral Associate. 
This is an opportunity for us to o(er our best wishes and 

blessings as his journey carries him 
into retirement from his work in the parish. 
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PASTOR’S PAGE... 

Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you free the oppressed, heal the 

sick, and make whole all that you have made. Look with compassion on the world 

wounded by sin, and by your power restore us to wholeness of life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.    elw page 38 

Dear Ebenezer family: 
 

When you receive this, I’ll be very close to 
being retired. As I enter this next phase of my 
life, I am deeply grateful for so many things, 
not the least of which is all of you. My two 
sojourns with you (2013-2014 and 2017-2018) 
have been rich experiences of community and 
grace. 
 

Many people have asked me what I’ll be doing 
in retirement. I’ll continue my 1:1 work with 
people in spiritual direction. I’ll continue to be 
the Director of the Spiritual Direction 
Certification Program at Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary. I intend to make sure the 
house is a little cleaner and our lives are a little 

more peaceful.   
 

And I will pray. 
 

In 1 Thessalonians 5, Paul advises us to pray 
without stopping. That doesn’t mean living on 
our knees constantly, but it does mean living 
with an ever-increasing awareness of God’s 
presence in our life. To pray without stopping 
is to practice the presence of God. To pray 
without stopping is to rehearse the realization 
that we are never alone. 

 

My very first spiritual director told me back in 
1980 that his retirement ambition was to pray.  

Then, I thought that sounded pretty strange. 
Now that I’m retiring, it makes wonderful 
sense. 

 

Life circumstances separate people. Death 
drastically interrupts our being with the ones 
we love. But there is One from whom we are 

never separated. One who will never leave us. 
One who is always with us. 
 

The poet knew it well: 
 

Where could I go to escape your spirit? 
Where could I flee from your presence? 
If I climb the heavens, you are there, 
there too, if I lie in Sheol. 
 

If I flew to the point of sunrise, 
or westward across the sea, 

your hand would still be guiding me, 
your right hand holding me. 
 

If I asked darkness to cover me, 
and light to become night around me, 
that darkness would not be dark to you; 
night would be as light as day. 
    ~Psalm 139.7-12 

 

God is with us!  Thank you, Jesus! 
 

Love, Pastor Gary 

And I will pray. Thank-you... 
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HOMEBOUND MEMBERS  

Remember these special members   
with an occasional  greeting card, a telephone call 

or even better a visit.  
 

John Dreher, Ruby Ford, Lodd & Marilyn 

Havird, Ione Hildebrand, Renate Moore, 

Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata, Deepwood  

Estates: Mary Hallman, Heritage at Lowman: 

Augusta Ellsworth, Sandra Lewis, Gertrude 

Metze, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise,  

Presbyterian Home: Joyce O'Sheal   ❧ 

MEMBER UPDATES 

 

Joined the Church Triumphant 
 • Bob Hennies, May 3 

•Dorothy Alexander, May 17 
 

New Members Received, May 20 
•Liz Barry 

•Christy Parnell 
 

Transfer 

•Dean Byrd 
St James-Santee Parish Episcopal Church, 

McClellanville, SC  

DEADLINES FOR PRINTED INFORMATION 

…Sunday bulletin announcements and inserts 9am Wednesday mornings. 

...church newsletter, Parish News, noon the 15th of the month. 

These are firm cut-offs due to the steps involved.  

Information is accepted gladly in advance. 

from Renate Moore: 
I want to thank the pastors who visited me 
during my hospital stay. I thank Ebenezer 
members for all their prayers and the many 
cards I received. Thank you. God bless you 
all. I am now at home and feeling much 
better. 

 

from Jennie, Donna, Dani (Jim), and Robert: 
The Hennies family would like to sincerely 
thank everyone for the o(ers of caring, 
sympathy, food and total support during this 
trying time. It is because of you and your 
thoughts and prayers Bobby is at peace and 
his family comforted. 
 

from Debbie Seale: 
My Ebenezer Lutheran Church family, 
Thank you for the calls, cards, comforting 
words and hugs after my Mom, Marian 
Dunlop, passed away. The love and support 
of friends and family strengthens and 
comforts us. You know how much those 
things mean when you need love 
and support...and receive it. Thank you! All 
my love. 
 

Congratulations to our 2018 Spring Graduates!  
 Sarah Dixon, Chapin High School 
 Veronica Banton, Columbia College 
 Bobby Barton, Princeton University 
 Zachary Bush, Clemson University  

 Breanna Hampton, Clemson University 
 Thomas Moon, Hampden-Sydney College 
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of  May 15 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

*In memory of Louise Hydrick and Gelene Ellsworth by Harold & Betty Park 
*In memory of  Bob Hennies by Roger & Linda Davis, Bill & Reenie Frew,  
Thurmond & Barbara Sharpe, Elizabeth Carswell, Steve & Susan Peeples, Ruth 
Counts, Shirley Knox, Susan Bridwell; Tim & Faye Sigman, Joe & Gwen Shealy, 
Gene & Marcia Lucius, Joyce Lybrand, David & Martha Cobb, Gary & Diane Jones 
*In honor of Ruth Counts and Euenla Sloan by Pat Wertz & David Wertz 
Music Ministry 

*In honor of Annette Metz and Rich Roberson by Pat Wertz & David Wertz- 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP - MAY MEETING REVIEW  

“The challenge in telling the story of the atomic 
bomb is one of nuance, requiring thought and 
sensitivity and walking a line between 
commemoration and celebration...”  wrote 

award winning author and journalist Denise 
Kiernan in the epilogue of her well 
researched The Girls of Atomic City.  Some in 

our group knew about  Atomic City, and even 
had connections to people who worked and 
lived there. Others were unaware of the 

existence of this secretive place in Oakridge, 
Tennessee, created by the U.S. government, 
where thousands of people, mostly women, 
worked unknowingly on tasks that led to 
creation of the first atom bomb. 

 

Low morale and discontent were common 

among residents since housing for workers was 
substandard and racial and gender 

discrimination existed. In addition, there was, 

initially,  little to oQer in the way of 
entertainment, recreation or socialization. 

  

The author addressed the moral dilemma faced 

by politicians, scientists, and those who worked 

at Atomic City, once they knew of their 
complicity. We talked about St. Augustine’s 
comments about war: “The purpose of all wars 
is peace” and “War is just if the ultimate goal is 
peace.”  Kiernan did an admirable job 
presenting facts about a diEcult and 
controversial topic.  
  

Our next meeting will be on June 7 when we 
will discuss the classic The Power and the Glory 
by Graham Greene. We meet at 10:00 am in 
the Parlor and all women are welcome.  

~ Diane Jones, coordinator 

FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM REPORT 

Our outstanding debt obligations as of May 15, 2018: 
2007 Parish Life Renovation Loan: $432,957 

Marion Street Property Mortgage:  $ 63,461 

Total Debt:    $496,418  

 

Our debt service payments for these two obligations total $9,534 each month.  

The interest rate on both is 4.00%, and both have a maturity date of July 05, 2023. 
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SUMMER BREAK FOR TWO OF OUR 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

SERVICE OF HEALING - We will not gather in 
June but will resume July 12 at 6:30 pm and  

no Wednesday 12:10 pm service July 4, 
resuming July 11. 

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS 

SC Synod Assembly 
May 31, June 1 & 2 

Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center 

 

Voting members from Ebenezer: 
Andrew Davis, Karen Hardy,  
Joyce Lybrand and Judy Woolly. 

START COLLECTING 

those unwanted/unneeded 

household goods that are in 
good condition and still 
useful and then donate for 

the WELCA Garage Sale - 
Oct 20 here at Ebenezer. 

Items can be stored on the stage in the 
Parish Life Center beginning in July. 
Please label garage sale.   

GraceWorks  

July 15-20, 2018 

GRACEWORKS, A 

COLLABORATIVE MINISTRY 

OF MIDLAND AREA LUTHERAN CHURCHES is 

a week-long volunteer service camp for middle 
and high school youth and adults who seek to 
serve our community. We bring together 
congregations to work with the most 
vulnerable people in our community by 
partnering with local agencies. Each day 
includes service opportunities throughout our 
community, plus worship, faith formation, 
relationship building, and leadership 
development. 
 

This year, GraceWorks will gather at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran. Rising 6th grade to recently 
graduated are welcome. Cost: $50 for students, 
payable to Ebenezer. Students and adults, will 
bring their lunch each day. Adults are needed 
to chaperone the groups of youth going out to 
serve in the community. All who attend are 
asked to register on the GraceWorks Facebook 
page, by searching for GraceWorks SC. 
 

Ebenezer contact Mimi Wortham-Brown  

mimiwb@sc.rr.com or text or call 803-319-5007 

HOORAY! The SEEDS OF HOPE 

Summer Farmers Market starts back 

Thursday, June 21, and will continue for 
the next 12 weeks in our courtyard on 
Richland Street, 7:30-10:15 am.  

Shop for your fresh fruits and vegetables 
and help support a SC farmer and his 
family. Share location, dates and time 
with your family, friends and co-
workers. 
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