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ASH WEDNESDAY 

 Imposition of Ashes 
February 14 - 7:45am, 12:10pm, 7:00pm 

 

Wednesdays  
Mid-week Communion Service - 12:10pm 

Lenten Soup Supper, Study & Evening Prayer- 6:00pm  

February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21 
***** 

HOLY WEEK  

Palm Sunday - March 25 - 10:30am 

 

Service of the Word - March 26, 27, 28 - 12:10pm 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
 

Maundy Thursday - March 29 - 7:00pm 

Footwashing & Stripping of the Altar 
 

Good Friday - March 30  

Shared Worship at St. Paul's Lutheran* - 12:15pm 

Adoration of the Cross - 7:00pm 

 

Holy Saturday - Vigil - March 31- 8:00pm 

***** 

EASTER 

Easter Sunday - Festival Worship - April 1 - 10:30am 

 

          *only service not at Ebenezer 
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PASTOR’S PAGE... 
Among the important items I brought with me 
to Ebenezer in September, 2016, was this 
important resource, Temporary Shepherds: A 
Congregational Handbook for Interim 
Ministry.  The author retells the experience on 
a 30-mile hike in the Green Mountains of 

Vermont.  

 

“We came upon the perfect spot to set down 
our packs and catch our breath, a lookout point 
with a panoramic view.  From this vantage 
point we could look back whence we had 
come, now several miles in the distance.  We 

could also look out across a beautiful valley 
2,000 feet below us, as well as toward our 

destination to the north where the massive 

Camel’s Hump beckoned.  It was a moment 
which we could always remember—
appreciating where we had been, enjoying 
where we were and anticipating where we 
were going.”  

 

Isn’t that a great description of the interim 
journey you and I are sharing?  Our 
perspective a year-and-a-third into it, though 
not from the vantage point of a mountain, is 
the same:  (1) appreciating where we have 
been, (2) enjoying where we are, and (3) 
anticipating where we are going. 
 

Before I arrived in mid-September, the 
congregation had said farewell to Pastor 
Brooks in July. It was important for the 
members of Ebenezer to come to a sense of 

“closure” with him as their pastor.  Helpfully, 
in conversations I heard stories from Ebenezer’s 

past and what had been. The stories included 
times of struggle, and times of achievement 
and pride. The stories included decisions that 
were diIcult to achieve, and accomplishments 
that spoke well of faith-hardiness. The stories 
included incidents in Pastor Brooks’ tenure, as 

well as in the tenures of his predecessors. 
 

Most were telling me that Ebenezer had 
appreciation for where it had been in its long 
history, telling me the congregation 
understood the tenure of one pastor has its 
own uniqueness, its own memories, and 
becomes part of history. 
 

The tenure of one pastor shapes the identity of 
Ebenezer for a time, but only for a time.  And 
time moves on!  You can now see that 

“appreciating where we have been” must move 
to “enjoying where we are.”  
 

“Where we are” is a time of coming together 
as a congregation in mission and ministry, 
reaching out to draw others to Christ.  
Ebenezer’s regular programs of faith formation, 
outreach and fellowship have faced challenges 
of “numbers,” but have served their purposes 
well and always with enthusiasm and 
commitment.  Council and other expressions 
of lay leadership have been strong. Each 
worship service has been a thing of beauty.   
I see many smiling faces every day.  We are 
enjoying where we are. 
 

continued on page 4 
 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually  
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our  
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH 

SERVICE OF HEALING 6:30 PM  

in the sanctuary    

We experience healing through the Word, 
Eucharist, and the laying on of hands with 
anointing.  All are welcome!   

6:30 pm - February 8 
 

Shrove Tuesday, February 13 
JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL  

PANCAKE SUPPER & CELEBRATION! 

Activities begin at 6:00 pm 

Supper served at 6:30 pm 

The ANNUAL MEETING of the 

Congregation, Sunday, 
February 11 immediately 
following worship.  This 
meeting is for the purpose of 

receiving written annual reports from the 
previous year, to recognize and thank those 
who served during the previous year and to 
conduct other pertinent congregational 
business.  A light lunch will be served. 

FAMILY PROMISE OF THE MIDLANDS 

PRESENTS THE 3RD 

ANNUAL GALA 

Night of Promise 
Saturday, February 10  
Stone River-6-10pm 

 

For tickets & information 

familypromisemidlads.org | 803.832.4765 
 

Join other members of our church family 
as we support the fourth year of this 
important ministry for families 
experiencing homelessness.  
Don't delay! Last year this event sold out! 

GraceWorks 2018  

MID-WINTER SUMMIT 

2:00pm Sunday, February 25  
 

Youth and adults from Lutheran churches 

over the Midlands will come together to 
complete a service project—and to reunite 

and reconnect! The Mid-Winter Summit 

will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,

(corner of Bull & Blanding).  Whether you’ve 
participated in GraceWorks in the past or 
not, we welcome you! Come and make 
friends with other youth who believe in 
following the teaching of Jesus through 
service to others. For more information 

contact Mimi Wortham Brown call/text  

803-319-5007 mimiwb@sc.rr.com  

We hope to see you there! 

A CONCERT 

DEDICATED TO LOVE! 

WEDS, FEBRUARY 7 

 

 

The concert will feature 

two of South Carolina’s premier vocalists, 
Paul Sewell and Suzanne Amaral in a 

heartwarming and  slightly hilarious concert 
of love songs, accompanied by David Turner.  
The evening will begin with a champagne 
warm-up at 6:00 pm  in the reception room. 
Following the concert, a reception to meet 
and greet the artists and enjoy treats and 
libations prepared by Sarah Simmons and 
Aaron Hoskins, owners of Rise Bake Shop. 
This is a free event to the community. 
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP REVIEW 

Venturing out in the frigid January weather to 
attend our meeting was rewarded with a very good 
discussion and wonderful fellowship. Initially, not 
everyone felt that Judy Blume’s coming-of-age 
novel, Are You There, God? It's Me, Margaret, was 

one of our better selections since it seemed to focus 

on 12-year-old Margaret’s obsession with  physical 
components of puberty.  Others in the group 
thought the focus of the story is Margaret’s quest for 
a relationship with, and knowledge about, God. 
  

Major themes in this story include conformity, 
friendship, family, adolescence, rumors and, of 
course, religion. We talked about Margaret’s 
relationship to God in light of the fact that her inter
-faith parents, who were not churched, decided to 
let Margaret choose what religion she wanted to be. 
Margaret’s quest to find a religion that spoke to her 
was thought-provoking. Wise for her age, she said 
" I don’t think a person can decide to be a certain 
religion just like that.” (Chapter 24).  We agreed 
that comfort in worship is not something that can 
be chosen by the very young and disagreed with 

Margaret’s parents, believing that it is important to 
rear children in a church. Our thinking is consistent 
with the biblical admonishment in Proverbs 22:6: 

"Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." 
 

The author said that the character of Margaret was 
inspired by her own experiences in sixth grade, 
although her family life was very diRerent than 
Margaret’s. Blume’s family is Jewish and she claims 
to have had “a very personal relationship with God.” 
We thought the novel was worth reading and 
discussing. Our book selection for 

December, Ordinary Grace by William Kent 

Krueger, is one we highly recommend. In both of 
these books, relationship with God is an important 
theme. 

  

Our next meeting will be on February 1 when we 
will discuss Never Let Me Go by Kazuo 
Ishiguro. We meet at 10:00 am in the Parlor and all 

women are invited to join us.       
Diane Jones, coordinator 

PASTORS PAGE… continued from page 2 
 

And now there is a faithful sense of “where we are going.”  
As a congregation we have experienced the time of interim 
as a journey towards who we will become.  The excellent 
call committee is performing its function faithfully.  Their 
work will lead them to recommend a candidate for the call 

to serve Ebenezer as its next pastor.  The council will have 
the task of recommending the candidate to the 
congregation, which will then vote to call the next pastor 
to lead Ebenezer into its “God-preferred future.” 
 

Barely out of the driveway, impatient children often ask, “Are we there yet?” Maturity is knowing 
that a journey takes place in careful steps of preparation, direction, safety, and arrival. The 
“destination” of the interim journey is the arrival of a new pastor.  “Are we there yet?” No, but 
we’re making good progress! 
 

That’s the panoramic view of the interim journey.  I think it’s beautiful.   
Pastor Mel, Interim Senior Pastor 
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COUNCIL CORNER  
THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL MET AT CAMP 

KINARD JANUARY 19-20, 2018 FOR IT'S ANNUAL 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT AND JANUARY COUNCIL 

MEETING.   

 

The retreat was highly successful and included Bible 
study, team building activities and eRective 
leadership skills training. The retreat concluded 
with worship, which included Holy Communion. 
 

Major Highlights from the Council meeting: 
 

• Approved the agenda for the 2018 Annual 
Congregation Meeting, which will be held on 
February 11, 2018, following our worship 
service.  A lite lunch will be served at this meeting. 

• Reviewed the dates of the 2018 ELCA South 

Carolina Synod Assembly, that will be held May 31-
June 2, 2018 at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center.  We are allowed four (4) adult 
voting members and one (1) young adult voting 
member (under the age of 30).  Members interested 

in attending the assembly should contact one of our 
Pastors or a member of Executive Committee. 

• Reviewed the status of the Call Process - Our 

Call Committee is actively working and in the 
process of interviewing candidates. 
●    Received an update on Church Security - The 
recently formed Church Security Task Force is still 
in the "information gathering stage".  Meetings 

have been held with oIcers from the Columbia 

City Police Department and the Richland County 
SheriRs Department.  After additional information 

has been obtained, our Church Security Plan will be 
developed. 
 

Full minutes for every meeting are available by  
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room. All 
Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and observe 

Council meetings. 
 

EVELYN BACHELLER 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

  

Evelyn Bacheller was a devoted member of 
Ebenezer for many years.  As an educator and 
supporter of higher education, she touched the 
lives of countless young people throughout her 
life.  Even now, years after her death, she 
continues to have an impact on students 
through a scholarship fund she left behind.  In 
her will she provided an endowment for 
children of Ebenezer to receive scholarships for 
post high school education. 
  

Each year, a Scholarship Committee selected by 
Ebenezer Church Council receives applications, 
reviews them and awards scholarships from the 
Evelyn Bacheller Scholarship Fund.  For 2017, 
awards of $595 were made to each of the 

following students to help further their 
education:  Kolby Leitner, Miranda Hampton, 
Bennett Ballentine and Bradley Brunson.   
Congratulations to these young people! 

 MAY 31-JUNE 2  

 SC SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

 COLUMBIA 

 

Ebenezer is allowed five adults (one being 
under 30 years old) to represent Ebenezer at 
the annual Synod Assembly to be held here 
in Columbia. If you have never served in 
this capacity, you are encouraged to submit 
your name. If you have served in the past 
and feel called to attend, you are encouraged 
to submit your name. This is a great 
opportunity to learn the workings of the 
church, to worship, study and be with fellow 
Lutherans from across the state. 

Contact Pastor Mel or a council oIcer* to 

submit your name or for more information. 
 

*Buddy Bateman, Karen Hardy, Linda Smith 
Shealy, Phil Bingenheimer 
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SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of  January 15 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

*In memory of Glenn Mirosavljevich by Elizabeth Padget, Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Annie Matthews by Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Jack Sharpe by Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Mary Eargle by Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Betty Cagle by Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Eddie Moore by Bob & Beth Baucom, Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Elbert Metze by Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Treasure Charlan by Steve & Susan Peeples, Roger & Linda Davis, Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Tania Richardson by Steve & Susan Peeples, Roger & Linda Davis 
*In memory of Birdie Culp by Roger & Linda Davis, Elizabeth Padget, Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Bernice Folsom by Steve & Susan Peeples, Craig & Lois Park Mole 
*In memory of Gelene Ellsworth by Roger & Linda Davis 
*In memory of Jack Richardson by Joe & Gwen Shealy, Ruth Counts, Pastor Pam & Larry Cook,  
Steve & Susan Peeples, Elizabeth Padget, Bob & Dottie Hampton, Annette Metz, Brenda Argoe, Thurmond 
& Barbara Sharpe, Gene & Marcia Lucius, Gary & Diane Jones, Hank & Gaye Betcher, Bob & Beth 
Baucom, Craig & Lois Park Mole, Louise Burpee, Betty & Ed Harmon, Buddy & Ellen Bateman, Wendy 
Isgett, Richard Eisenman, Kathy Kirkland, Doris Harrington, Jerry & Sarah Bolton, Lib Carswell, Joel 
Hiller, Harry & Jeanelle Clayton, Joyce Lybrand 
*In memory of Carolyn Greer Bly by Pat Wertz & David Wertz 
*In honor of The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. J. Harry Crout by Pat Wertz & David Wertz 
 

Family Promise 
*In honor of Diane Jones by the Ebenezer Women's Book Group 

 

General Fund 

*In memory of Jerry Windhorn by Ann Windhorn  
*In honor of Pastor Amundson & Pastor Dreier by Pat Wertz &David Wertz 
*In honor of Craig &Lois Park Mole by Harold & Betty Park 
 

Music Ministry 

*In honor of Kathy & Jim Johnson by Pat Wertz & David Wertz 
 

Pastors Discretionary Fund 
*In memory of Eddie & Harriet Moore by Judy & Pete Dennis 
 

Thanksgiving & Memorial 
*In memory of Birdie Culp by Rich & Sandy Roberson 
*In memory of Gelene Ellsworth by Brenda Argoe, Shirley & Leesa Smith, Rich & Sandy Roberson  ❧ 



Thank-you... 
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HOMEBOUND MEMBERS  

Remember these special members   
with an occasional  greeting card, a telephone call 

or even better a visit.  
 

Ruby Ford, Lodd & Marilyn Havird,  

Bob Hennies, Ione Hildebrand, Louise  

Hydrick, Renate Moore, Leesa Smith, Sonja 

Zagata Deepwood Estates: Mary Hallman 

Heritage at Lowman: Sandra Lewis, Gertrude 

Metze, Helen Sanders, Julian Wise Presbyter-

ian Home: Joyce O'Sheal   ❧ 
       

MEMBER UPDATE 

 

Joined the Church Triumphant 
•Jack Richardson, Dec 20 

 

Birth 

•Ellison Trale Bateman, Dec 29 

Proud parents, James & Keah Bateman 
 

 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

To all of you...so many thanks for your generous 
gift to the shelter. You have added so much to the 
lives of our residents. 
Blessings to all and our wishes for a joyous and 
healthy 2018. 
Warm regards, 
Kathy Riley, Director for The Women's Shelter 
 

***** 

From:  xxxxx 

Sent: Weds, Dec 27, 2017 9:56am 

To: Karen Hardy 
Subject: Appreciation for Gifts 
 

Karen, just wanted to tell you that I received a call 
from xxxxxxx's caregiver. She expressed 
tremendous appreciation for the gifts that he was 
given for Christmas. Both of them were 
overwhelmed with the kindness that was shown 

towards him. Please pass this message on to your 
church members. Thanks, xxxxx 

 

Thank You Ebenezer Members! This note of 

appreciation was sent by a caregiver in our 
community who wanted to express her thanks, and 
that of her patient, for your gifts to those in need 
through the Ebenezer Giving Tree. 

 

 

“Koinonia Belonging” Gatherings 
The January Chili Cook-OR was festive 

and  fun!  Great food and fellowship! 
 

These gatherings will break during lent 
but will resume following Easter.  

SUNDAYS AT LOWMAN CONCERT 

FEBRUARY 11 - 3:00PM  

New Life Chapel Heritage at Lowman  

DEM BONES, TROMBONE ENSEMBLE 

 

Dem Bones aim is to provide spiritual 
encouragement through music rooted in 

gospel and tradition. Their unique sound and 
arrangements are dedicated to the praise  

and glory of God. 

FREE & OPEN TO EVERYONE 

  Family Promise Guests              

Return to Ebenezer 

February 25 - March 4  

 

To help contact Grace Metzgar 

grace_metzgar@yahoo.com or  

Elizabeth Padget epadget10@gmail.com 
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Pastoral Associate 

Rev. Gary Dreier 

 

Director of Music & Worship 

David E. Turner 

 

Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Accountant   

Wendy B. Isgett 

Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ebenezer Staff 

Buddy Bateman 
Olivia Bokesch 

Mark Bokesch 

Roger Davis 

Fred Fellers 

Christian Hampton 
Karen Hardy 
 

Ed Kelly 
Linda Smith Shealy 
Colleen Siniard 

Mike Siomacco 

Diane Stone 

James Thomas 
Tom Tuten 

 

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 

Faith Formation -  Veronica Banton & Pastor Dreier 

Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris & Mimi Wortham Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

Sundays  

9:15am  Sunday School for All Ages  
9:30am  Gathering Time, Reception Room 

10:30am Worship* 
 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*  

*Eucharist at each service. 

                                          

 

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Thursday, February 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

OFFICERS  

Buddy Bateman, President 
Karen Hardy ,Vice President 
Linda Smith Shealy, Secretary 
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 


