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"BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS" 

4 pm Sunday, October 1  
Ebenezer Courtyard, Richland Street 
 

Bring your beloved pet; on a leash, in a crate, 
in a bowl, or in a box, for this special gathering 
for worship and fellowship centered around 
God's special creatures. 

Share this with family and friends.  
All are welcome! 

"STEWARDSHIP KICK-OFF" 

  Sunday, October 1 

at 11:45am beginning with a PB&J 
feast (if you can call plentiful 
sandwiches of peanut butter and a 
variety of jellies a 'feast') just for fun 
in the Parish Life Center, followed 

by insights and motivations for our 
hearts and treasures. 

         Bring your favorite dessert to share. 
         Sandwich fixings, chips, fruit &  
         beverages provided.  
         *Free-will o�ering to o�set cost. 
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PASTOR’S PAGE... 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit  
to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us do them, through  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen.   ~ELW page 49                                                                                                                        

THE 500
TH
 ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION? 

We are just weeks away from 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation!  That is, it was 

what happened on October 

31, 1517 in Wittenberg, 
Germany that is considered 

the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation.  On 

that day a not-very-well-

known monk and theology 
professor named Martin 
Luther posted 95 Theses 
(theological statements for 
debate) on Wittenberg’s 
Castle Church, sort of a 

university bulletin board. His 
readiness to debate these 

arguments would bring quick 
reaction from church 

authorities, but his 

challenging church authorities 
and their particular theology 
went “viral” because of a new 

invention, the printing press! 
And the rest is history (500 
years’ worth and counting)! 
 

Our Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) is 
providing some interesting 
points this anniversary year 
about Martin Luther, his life, 

his theology, and other items 
of interest.  Here are my 
thanks to Ebenezer’s 

communication team, 

especially including Julie 

Siomacco on Ebenezer’s 

Facebook page and Emily 
Brown on our website for 

making those points of 
interest available. Check them 

out for fun and good 
information. 

 

For example, did you know: 
 

“Every baptized Lutheran is a 
“born-again Christian.” And 
since that’s who we are, 

Luther said we are to start 

living that way—living our 
baptisms (Book of  Concord,  
pages 359-360).” 
 

You will be learning soon 
about how special Ebenezer’s 
celebration of the 

Reformation will be on 

Sunday, October 29 in our 
Sunday worship, as planned 
and coordinated by David 
Turner, our outstanding 
Minister of Worship and 
Music.  You will soon hear 

more about activities 

sponsored by our Faith 
Formation Team for the 

Reformation Celebration. 

 

To be honest, I’ll have to miss 

those special occasions.  
Nancy and I will be part of a 
Lutheran group organized 

especially to be in 
Wittenberg Germany on 
October 31, the actual 500th 

anniversary of the 
Reformation.  We’ll visit 

important sites in the life and 
ministry of Martin Luther in 
his journey of discovering the 
central teaching of the 
Reformation:  “We know that 

Martin Luther considered 

justification by grace through 
faith the most important 
teaching of Christian faith—
the one by which everything 
else we say and believe is 
judged (Luther’s Works, Vol. 

21, page 59).” 
 

While Nancy and I are there 
at the actual birthplace of the 
Reformation, I trust you all 
will be here at Ebenezer!  I 

want you all here being part 
of that journey of discovery 
from 500 years ago as you 
participate with great joy 
during Ebenezer’s festival 
service of worship and the 
Faith Formation Reformation 

Fair on Reformation Sunday, 
October 29.  

 

Pastor Mel Amundson, 

Interim Senior Pastor 
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“Koinonia Belonging” Gathering 
6 pm ~Thursday ~ Oct 26 

at British Bulldog,   
1220 Bower Parkway, Harbison 

 

EXPERIENCE THE  

“KOINONIA OF BELONGING”  

 

Please RSVP  

to the church office  

by noon Mon, Oct 23 
doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org  

803.765-9430 

 

This will wrap up the Gatherings for 2017,  
since Nov & Dec are full of holiday events. 

Thursday, 
October 12 

6:30 pm  

 

    Please share   

 this information with others.  

            All are welcome! 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21   

NEW MEMBER/INQUIRERS' CLASS 

9AM - 12 NOON, EBENEZER LIBRARY 

 

*Are you interested in becoming a member of 
the Ebenezer community?  *Would you like 
to learn more about the Lutheran faith and the 

ELCA? *Do you know someone searching for 
a church home? 

 

If you answered "yes" to any of the above 
then please call or email the church oMce to 
reserve your space.  765-9430 or 

doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 
 

*Attending the class does not require you to become 
a member. Those who choose to join will be 
received November 19.   

Activities are being planned for all 
ages. It will be a fun time. 

More info coming soon…... 
Join Us Saturday, October 21 - 12-7 pm  

on Main Street for SC Pride! 

This is a fabulous opportunity for Ebenezer to 
reach out to the LGBTQ community and 
others in attendance to let them know what a 

supportive community Ebenezer is! We will 
have stick-on tattoos to share with visitors, as 

well as promotional information about 
Ebenezer. This is a great way of engaging with 
the public and sharing what a welcoming 
congregation we are—“Reaching out to draw 
others to Christ.”  

We would love for you to join us at any time 
during the day! E-mail mimiwb@sc.rr.com or 

call or text 803-319-5007 if you can join us. 

+ + + + + 

Let us remember to  

pray for our call committee 
pray for our future pastor 
pray for our interim pastors  
pray for our congregation. 

+ + + + + 

Sunday, October 29  

Reformation Celebration  

Parish Life Center 



4 

Did You Know?....... 

...the recent hurricanes caught our attention 
and prompted our prayers.  Did you know 
that when the state of South Carolina 

experiences a disaster the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America's Disaster 

Response will coordinate relief and recovery 
measures locally through Lutheran Services 
Carolinas?  They will be involved quickly, 
and for the long haul.   

...the Greek Festival Parking Project was 
created to help provide funding for youth 
mission trips as well as attendance at the 
National Youth Gathering.  This year, as a 
one-time exception, the money collected 
will provide a gift of $1,000 for the ELCA 
Disaster Response for recovery from the 
floods of Hurricane Harvey in Houston, site 
of the 2018 National Youth Gathering, as 
well as $1,500  as seed money for a youth 
disaster relief mission trip. 

LOOKING AHEAD… 

WORSHIP TEAM NEEDS YOU! 

As we approach Advent, the Worship Team 
is already hard at work, making plans for 
decorating the church, inside and out. 
 

9 am - Saturday, Dec 2- set up the chancel 
Christmas trees.  

9 am - Saturday, Dec 9 - decorate the trees 
with chrismons and hang door wreaths. 
There are many tasks for a variety of skill 
levels this morning.  
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to come 
together as a church family as we prepare to 
greet our Savior.  

To help contact Karen Hardy 
klhpacem24@gmail.com or 779-8513. 

Adapted from a personal journal entry, August 2017   
-Grace Metzgar 

 

Breakfast With Tiffany 
 

Saturday morning I had breakfast with my new friend 
TiRany. We sat next to each other comparing 
stories—about raising daughters, about jobs we used to 
have, about what we wanted to accomplish going 
forward. Our lives have common threads. I never 

imagined that at 40 my marriage would come 
crashing down around me. She never imagined that at 
36 she would lose her job and then her home. We 
talked about the thin line between “ok” and “not ok.” 

We agreed that life can bring about some big 
surprises. 
 

Through tears, she told me about the humiliation of 
having nowhere to turn, about her local family who 
won’t help, and about the great burden that comes 
from knowing her 12-year-old is watching her deal 
with this situation. We talked about her upcoming job 
interview. What are the best questions to ask would-
be employers? (She rocked that interview by the way 
and was hired immediately!) 
 

This happened this morning at my breakfast table. 
Not MY table, but the one I share in the ELC dining 
room with my church family. It is at this table one 
week each quarter that I have come to know our 
guests—situationally homeless men and women with 
their children. Each story is diRerent. Not one of them 
fits the stereotypical homeless mold. They pretend to 
walk normally while carrying super-sized burdens—
how will they dig themselves out of this situation? 
How will they hold their families together? How will 
they make sure their kids are ok? 
 

Our church becomes home to these over-stressed, 

over-burdened families for one short week. And then 

they move on. For one week we get the chance to 
show God’s unconditional love as we make dinner, 

serve as overnight hosts, act as the support system they 
so desperately need.  One of the things we do best at 
ELC is care about each other.  

    continued on page 6 
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COUNCIL CORNER  
Highlights from September19 meeting. 
The following action was taken. 
 

�Approved the following names as Nominees  
for Church Council: ADULTS-Mark Bokesch,  

Dawn Hiller, Ed Kelly, Lisa McClain, Colleen 
Siniard, Diane Stone.  

YOUTH: Olivia Bokesch, Christian Hampton. 
FOUNDATION: Howard Seale.  

Gave the Executive Committee authority to 
approve the two remaining adult nominees for 
council and one for the ELC Foundation. 
 

�Approved 2018 Spending Plan 
 

� Approved the Ministry Site Profile 
 

� Received community organization reports and 
discussed Major Missional Activity. 
 

Full minutes for every meeting are available by  
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 
5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room. All Ebenezer members 
are welcome to attend and observe Council meetings. 

FALL GIVING CAMPAIGN:  

"WE'RE NOT AFRAID  

OF THE WORD 'STEWARDSHIP"  

 

 Pastors get two kinds of advice about sermons  
on money.  

    (1) "Don't preach about money, people  
don't like it when you do;"   or  
    (2) "Please preach about money; those people 
need to give more!" 
 

I simply respond, "I'll just preach on what Jesus 
taught and did," knowing that Jesus taught more 
about possessions and commitments and heart 
conditions than anything else. 
 

With help from a quote by Charles Lane, a 
stewardship author I respect and trust, I want 
Ebenezer to be "a place where giving is an act of 
discipleship, not a duty of membership; a place 
where money is talked about openly and 
honestly; a place where faithful giving is an 
important part of faithful lives." (Ask, Thank, 
Tell,Augsburg/Fortress, p. 6) 
 

I'm happy to announce information about 
Ebenezer's fall stewardship campaign, which is 
not as much about meeting a church budget as it 
is growing in relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

So, here's the first thing to know: Sunday, 
October 1, "Stewardship Kick-oR" at 11:45 
begins with a PB&J feast (if you can call plentiful 
sandwiches of peanut butter and jelly a 'feast') just 
for fun in the Parish Life Center, followed by 
insights and motivations for our hearts and 
treasures. And then Sunday, November 12, 
pledge cards will be returned and received in 
worship. 
 

These words always challenge me, and I hope 
they speak to you:  "For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also."  Matthew 6:21 

In Christ's peace and joy, 
Pastor Mel Amundson 

 

NEW GENERATION 

A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome  

to join the group on outings, meetings & trips. 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 12:00 noon lunch and 

program in the Parish Life Center dining room.  
Guest speaker Fritz Hamer, will give a 
presentation on the 100th anniversary of Ft. 
Jackson.   
 

Friday, December 1, Christmas BuRet at Top of 
Carolina, USC campus.  $15+ gratuity. Depart the 
church parking lot at 11 am .  
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, day trip to NC. Tour the 
Billy Graham Library, then to McAdenville for 
"Christmas Town USA" and a meal at Twin Tops 
Fish Camp. Cost $65   (includes meal). 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS-SEPT 10-13,2018   

Annual Bible study/retreat at the Isle of Palms. 
 

Sign up for events with Linda Davis 772-7690. 



6 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP REVIEW 
    
               “Prose: words in the best order…”       

    Samuel Taylor Coleridge     
  

Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer Prize winning 
book, The Bridge of San Luis Rey, first published 
in 1927, contains exquisite prose, brilliant humor 
and many inspirational spiritual truths. The story 
centers on the collapse of a rope bridge in Peru 
in the eighteenth century causing the death of 
five people, and the attempt of a Jesuit monk to 
explain why these particular people were 
involved in what he believed was an Act of God. 

  

Many critics claim the story is related to Luke 
13:4 when Jesus, referring to the 18 who were 
killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them, 

asked if people believed the victims were “worse 
oRenders than all the others…?”  This passage 
begs the questions: Why do some people suRer 
death as a result of cruelty and natural disasters?  

 

 

Who is responsible for such things? Wilder gives 
no answers to the questions but suggests that  
love is what matters, saying: "There is a land of 
the living and a land of the dead and the bridge 
is love, the only survival, the only 
meaning.”  (last sentence of novel). 
  

Spirituality is evident throughout the book. 
Wilder addresses questions that are as relevant 
today as they were at the time the story was set, 
namely what brings meaning to human 
existence? Is there meaning in the lives of people 
beyond the individual’s will?  
 

Next meeting October 5 in the parlor at 10am. 
We will discuss A Man Called Ove by Fredrik 
Backman. All women are welcome to join 
us.                                     Diane Jones 

continued from page 4    Breakfast With Ti�any 
 

We check up and check in and stand by from baptism to burial. 
We’re family. And last week we extended our care to two additional 
families who went away fuller because of their experience with us.  
 

To the 60 plus volunteers who give of their time to support Family 
Promise at ELC, thank you. To those who bring love in the form of 
homemade macaroni and cheese, thank you. To those who bunk up 
on cots in the Sunday school rooms and serve as overnight hosts, 
thank you. To those who take home gargantuan bags of laundry, 
thank you. To those who help fund breakfast foods, who replenish 
our sheet and towel supplies, thank you. To those who pray, your 
prayers are always answered. 
 

In just a few weeks, November 5-12, we again have the opportunity 
to share our resources through the Family Promise program. Please 
consider getting involved with this very tangible way to show your 
love and support for these parents and children as they pause on their 
journey for a bit of extra care.  -GM 

 

Contact Lizzie Padget or  Grace Metzgar for more information.  
epadget10@gmail.com /787.0711  
grace_metzgar@yahoo.com/ 407.2235 

Ebenezer will serve 

 as the host church  

for Family Promise 
November 5-11. 

 

How will you help 
serve your brothers 
and sisters in Christ? 
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MEMBERS IN  

CARE FACILITIES & HOMEBOUND 
 

Deepwood Estates Mary Hallman 

Heritage at Lowman Julian Wise 

National Health Care, West Cola Birdie Culp 

Palmettos of Parklane Bernice Folsom 

Presbyterian Home Joyce O'Sheal 

Homebound Ruby Ford, Lodd & Marilyn  

Havird, Bob Hennies, Ione Hildebrand, Louise 

Hydrick, Sandra Lewis, Gertrude Metze,  

Marilyn Minick, Renate Moore, Helen Sanders,  

Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata.   

Remember these special members  with an  
occasional  greeting card, a telephone call or even 
better a visit.  

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   

as of 09/18/17 

Capital Campaign-Debt Reduction 

*In memory of Eddie Moore 
by Annette Metz 

In memory of Betty Cagle 
by Joyce Lybrand 
Ruth Counts 

Lib Carswell 

Fred & Linda Fellers 

Bill & Reenie Frew 

Joe & Gwen Shealy 
Thurmond & Barbara Sharpe 

Euenla Sloan 

Chapel Maintenance  
*In memory of David Epting 

by Susan Bridwell 
Member Care 

*In memory of Eddie Moore & Betty Cagle 
by Ladies/Men's Bible Class 

Pastors Discretionary Fund 
*In memory of Eddie Moore 

by Lib Carswell 
Sarah Anne Norman 

Dorothy Ropp 

"SAVE the DATE" Magnets for 2017-2018 Faith 
Formation events are now available.  

Pick one up from the church narthex  
or the church oMce.  

THANK YOU...  

Dear Ebenezer Family 
Your prayers, visits, cards, phone calls, love and 
concern for our family during my recent 
hospitalization and rehab have helped brighten our 
days and reminded us that we are surrounded by 
God’s love. Thank you for being there for us.  
Brenda Lown 

 

This year’s Parking Fundraiser was a great success! 
We raised over $7,800 which will go towards helping 
our youth attend the 2018 ELCA National Youth 
Gathering in Houston, Texas. Also part of these 
funds will go to the ELCA Disaster Relief for all 
those su�ering from recent hurricane’s. I would like to 
extend my deepest thanks to everyone who 
participated this year for all their hard work. We also 
would like to thank Mashburn Construction for 
allowing us to use their parking lots- they are a true 
community partner.     Mike Siomacco, Coordinator 

IMPORTANT  DATES RELATED TO 

STEWARDSHIP & ELECTIONS 

Sun Oct 1     Stewardship Kick oR  with Lunch 
Sun Oct 15   Forum following worship to discuss 
the 2018 Spend Plan & take nominations from the 
floor for council & the foundation (with prior 
approval from the nominee). 
Sun Oct 22    Forum following worship to discuss 
the 2018 Spend Plan & take nominations from the 
floor for council & the foundation (with prior 
approval from the nominee). 
Sun Nov 5    Called Meeting of the Congregation 
for the purpose of adopting the 2018 Spend Plan 
and Council & Foundation elections. 

Sun Nov 12  Stewardship Celebration with the  
return of the 2018 pledge cards 
Sun Nov 12 , 19  RunoR, if needed 
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Director of Music & Worship 
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Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Accountant   
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Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ebenezer Staff 

Buddy Bateman 
Brian Baucom 

Roger Davis 

Sarah Dixon 

Fred Fellers 

Ian Grant 

Karen Hardy 
Rosemary Jones 

Beth Mays 
Lois Park Mole 

Emma Claire Revere 

Linda Smith Shealy 
Mike Siomacco 

James Thomas 
Tom Tuten 

 

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 
Faith Formation -  Elisa Strickler 

Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris Brown &  

      Mimi Wortham Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

Sundays  

9:15am  Sunday School for All Ages  
9:30am  Gathering Time, Reception Room 

10:30am Worship*, Church 
 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*, Chapel   

*Eucharist at each service. 

                                          

 

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Sunday October 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

OFFICERS  

Lois Park Mole, President 

Buddy Bateman, Vice President 
Linda Smith Shealy, Secretary 
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 


