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Gabriel Smallwood, a native of Florence, SC and a cradle Lutheran has been playing the 
piano his entire life. His solo repertoire ranges from Buxtehude to Lowell Liebermann, and his 
chamber music repertoire is just as diverse.  

 

Gabe has had works performed by members of the nation’s most esteemed orchestras 
including the New Haven Symphony Orchestra, the New World Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Orchestra of St. Luke’s in Carnegie Hall. 

            

 In the fall of 2016, Gabe began studying at the Hochschule fuer Musik und Theater 
(University for Music and Theater) in Leipzig, Germany, where he currently lives and studies. 

 

Please share this information with family, friends and co-workers. 

All are welcome! 

 
 

LISTEN 

LEARN 

LOVE 

Listen to spectacular concert  
piano music. 

 

Learn about the good work of  

Lutheran Services Carolinas. 

 

Show your love for refugees, veterans, foster 
children, and adults with intellectual and or 

developmental disabilities. 

Benefit Concert featuring Gabe Smallwood 

7:00 pm Friday,  August 25 
at Ebenezer in the Church 
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PASTOR’S PAGE... 

Glorious God , your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation  
with abundance.  Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit,  
and with this food fill all the starving world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.   ~ELW page 43                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Fruit of the Spirit  

 

As I write this letter, we are making preparations for Disciple Camp 2017.  We have 23 children  
&  youth, six high school counselors, and 12+ adults that will be at Camp Kinard, July 23-27. 
 

Everywhere we go there are laws and rules and regulations.  In Galatians, St. Paul invites us into  
a wonderful world of freedom (“For freedom Christ has set us free!”) and reminds us that “if you  
are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law.” 
 

He then lists some horrible behaviors and then contrasts them with “the fruit of the Spirit.”   
And somehow this fruit doesn’t sound like laws or even guidelines. 
 

It feels like a Spirit-filled breath of fresh air – an invitation to freedom and a wonderful life. 

 

What was the fruit Adam and Eve ate in the Garden of Eden?  I don’t know. 

 

But we do know what “The Fruit of the Spirit” is: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want help memorizing these?  See page six for a children's song that might be helpful! 
 

God is with you all. 
Pastor Gary    
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“Koinonia Belonging” Gathering 
6 pm ~Thursday ~ August 24 
at David & Martha Cobb's 

 

 

Experience the  
“Koinonia of belonging,”  

 

Please RSVP  

to the church office  

by noon Mon, Aug. 21  

doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org  
803.765-9430.  

 

Similar events are scheduled  

on the 4th Thursday through October. 

  Join us Here at Ebenezer 
  for a "SOLE HOPE  

  Work Party" 
  8:30- noon August 19   

 

SOLE HOPE helps to provide shoes to children and 

adults in Africa who go without & as a result suHer 
from parasites, causing pain &  discomfort.  

 

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SOLUTION!  

We will use denim from recycled jeans and plastic cut 
into the uppers of the shoes. They are then shipped to 
Africa, along with the funds to pay workers to assemble 
the shoes using recycled tire treads for the soles.   
 

Join us for a continental breakfast and  
spend the morning on this meaningful project!  

 

Anyone who can  trace and cut fabric is welcome!
(suggested for ages 10  & up and all adults) 
Please bring a pair of fabric scissors and $5 per 
person for supplies/shipping.  

There's a job for everyone!  
 

Learn more about this cause at solehope.org 

See you August 19! 

Mark Your Calendars 

    & Be Here 

        Sunday  
        September 10 
        for  

 

 

This is our kick-oH to a new year  
of Christian education and fellowship  
for our members and guests of all ages. 
Faith formation is a life long process. 

NEW GENERATION 
A ministry for adults 55 & older, but everyone is welcome 

to join the group on outings, meetings & trips. 

 

 Annual Bible Study Beach Retreat  
 Isle of Palms, Sept 11-14 (Mon-Thurs) 

 Sign up with Linda Davis (772-7690) 
      Sept 1 deadline  $225 a person 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP REVIEW 

The group did not meet in July, therefore there is no 

review for this month.  

 

The next gathering will be 10 am, August 3 
in the Parlor. The group will discuss A Prayer 
for Owen Meany by John Irving.   
 

All women are invited to attend. If this will 

be your first time attending, please call for 
special details.         ~ Diane Jones,   788.2302 
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Pastor, Jesus and me? 
 

Ever asked or thought to 
wonder: "what's going on in 
those mid week, mid day worship 
services, down at the Ebenezer?"  

Did the question ever come to 
you: "what are those healing services about, why 
would someone go to a church service for 
healing?"  
 

I admit I fall into that line of questioning 
when I feel like another thing could break 
me; times when I don't want another thing 
to go do; maybe even, oh, I will see those 

"church family people" some other time this 

month.  

 

I can remember my granddaddy cutting fool 
about my great aunt Elise: "She's always gotta 
be there, if the doors to the church crack open, she 
gotta show up"! Sending me "that" message: 
the church isn't all that important to "normal 
people"? WOW !! what interesting message, 

huh?  

 

Jesus is calling! Calling us to those radical, 
out the ordinary times, to show up for those 
"I got to make an intentional e6ort" times to 

receive His blessings. To act in mindful ways 
that cause us to act more open to receive His 

blessings. We all have to find those blessed 
moments that forgive us, feed us, heal us, 
recreate us and, ultimately,  send us back out 
there to do and be blessings for the other 
children of God in those chronos times we 

live between Sundays.  

 

So let me invite you to opportunities for 
being blessed by the Jesus who calls us to 
wholeness and well-being, loving Him and 
Him loving us. Sometimes it is " where two 

or three" are gathered for worship and praise: 
Pastor, Jesus and me!!!  
 

Yet some powerful spiritual work is being 
done for and in the name of this community, 

our community of faith, our Stone of Help, 
Ebenezer.  

 

In the Kairos of 30-40 minutes: we sing, we 

confess and are forgiven, we hear His word, 

we share His peace, we talk about His word 
for us, we pray for others and the world, we 

receive His own self for our everlasting joy 
in Him, and we are sent as living sacrifices to 
love more than to be loved because He first 

loved us. I know you want to receive this 
blessing, so come! Come and worship Him!  
 

Join Pastor, Jesus (and me) and that small 
band of your "rag tag" church family; even 
be radical for Jesus and bring others to 
experience.         

 

~ Ken Robbins  

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesdays - Mid Week, Mid Day 
service at 12:10 pm each and every week 

 

Service of Healing and Thanksgiving  
6:30 pm Thursday, August 10  

(future times TBA) 
 

All are welcome! 
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COUNCIL CORNER  
The council does not meet in July. 
The next scheduled meeting is August 15. 
 

Full minutes for every meeting are available by  
request. Council meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 5:45 pm in the PLC Dining Room. All 
Ebenezer members are welcome to attend and observe 

Council meetings. 

NOW AVAILABLE:  

 

 

 

Ebenezer is pleased to announce a convenient 
new way to make your regular oHerings. With 
our new electronic giving program, you can 
easily set up a recurring giving schedule or 
make one-time contributions to Ebenezer and 

Patrons and Friends. We encourage you to set 
up a schedule of recurring contributions. It’s 
convenient for you and provides much-
needed consistency for our church. If you are 
currently giving on a weekly basis, you will 
no longer need to write out 52 checks a year 
or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when travel, 
illness or other circumstances prevent you 
from attending services, our church will 
continue to receive your contributions on an 
uninterrupted basis.  

To become an electronic giver, visit the 
church website www.ebenezerlutheran.org. 

Get a Front-Row Seat of the 
August 21 ECLIPSE  

at Camp Kinard 

 

South Carolina will experience its first total 
solar eclipse in the past 38 years on Monday, 
August 21. Many from across the country 
will gather to witness this rare event, which 
won't occur again until 2024.  
  

Based on meteorological projections, Camp 
Kinard will fall almost directly in the path of 
totality where the best view of the eclipse 
will occur beginning at approximately 
2:40pm.  

  

The SC Lutheran Retreat Centers would 

like to invite individuals & families to 

bring a chair and come watch  
this unique event at Camp Kinard  

(6053 Two Notch Road, Batesburg-Leesville, 29070).  

 

The back pavilion will be available for guests 
who would like to spend the day at camp. 
You are welcome to bring a picnic lunch to 
enjoy while you are here. 
  

To reserve your spot,  

contact our oQce  

today! (803) 532-3183 / 
contactus@sclrc.com 

 

Above is photo from GraceWorks July 2017 
The youth are playing games with the children enrolled  
in the Jubilee Academy summer program. 
To learn more about GraceWorks or Jubilee Academy 
speak to Chris or Mimi Wortham Brown. 

GraceWorks in Action 
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continued from page 2 -  PASTOR'S PAGE... 



THANK YOU... 
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MEMBERS IN  

CARE FACILITIES & HOMEBOUND 

 

Deepwood Estates Mary Hallman 

Heritage at Lowman Julian Wise 

National Health Care, West Cola Birdie Culp 

Palmettos of Parklane Bernice Folsom 

Presbyterian Home Betty Cagle, Joyce O'Sheal 

Homebound Ruby Ford, Lodd & Marilyn  

Havird, Bob Hennies, Ione Hildebrand, Louise 

Hydrick, Sandra Lewis, Gertrude Metze,  

Marilyn Minick, Renate Moore, Helen Sanders,  

Leesa Smith, Sonja Zagata.   

 

Remember these special members  with an  
occasional  greeting card, a telephone call or even 
better a visit.  

MEMBER UPDATES 

 

JOINED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 

Eddie Moore, July 21 
 

BIRTH  

•Anderson Robert Looney -June 23 
son of Andrew and Breanna Looney 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  

VIA DE CRISTO RETREAT 

 

Could your spiritual journey use a tune up? 
Have you sensed a calling into a deeper 
relationship with our Lord and Savior? 
 

The SC Lutheran Via de Cristo  

community invites you to  

"Come and See"  

Sept 28-Oct 1 at Camp Kinard 
 

Through a partnership between pastors and 
lay leaders with full reliance on prayer and 
the Holy Spirit, SCLVDC has been helping 
people to enrich their relationship with Jesus 
for twenty-six years. 
   

For more information, visit scviadecristo.org 
or contact John Ballentine at  
(843) 813-2029 /scviadecristo16@gmail.com  

Many, many  thanks for your cards, food, 
flowers, love and prayers from my recent hand 
and shoulder surgery. Ebenezer is my family 
and I love each one of you. 
Linda Davis 

SPECIAL GIFTS TO EBENEZER   
   as of July 15 

Archives  

*In honor of June Metz by Annette Metz 

Chapel Ceiling  

*In honor of Mimi Wortham Brown, Roger Davis 

and Julie Epting by Annette Metz 

Disciple Camp  

*In memory of Jack P. Shellenberger  

by Roxanne Jansen 

Family Promise 

*In honor of Ruth Counts  

by Pat Wertz and David Wertz 

Music Ministry 

*In honor of Phillip and Judy Heise  

by Pat Wertz and David Wertz 
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Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Melvin E. Amundson 

 

Pastoral Associate 

Rev. Gary Dreier 

 

Director of Music & Worship 

David E. Turner 

 

Administrative Associate   

Diane M. Oliver 

 

Accountant   

Wendy B. Isgett 

Reaching out to draw others to Christ. 
 

Office Hours 

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

   Monday-Friday 
   803.765.9430 

Visit us on the Web   

   http://www.ebenezerlutheran.org 
   and Facebook 

Church Council  

Ebenezer Staff 

Buddy Bateman 
Brian Baucom 

Roger Davis 

Sarah Dixon 

Fred Fellers 

Ian Grant 

Karen Hardy 
Rosemary Jones 

Beth Mays 
Lois Park Mole 

Emma Claire Revere 

Linda Smith Shealy 
Mike Siomacco 

James Thomas 
Tom Tuten 

 

Ministry Teams   
& Team Leaders 
Communications - Julie Siomacco 
Faith Formation -  Elisa Strickler 

Finance - Phil Bingenheimer 
Member Care - Linda Davis 

Outreach - Chris Brown &  

      Mimi Wortham Brown 

Personnel - Rich Roberson 

Property - Jay Metts 

Worship- Karen Hardy 

 

Sundays  

9:15am Summer Sunday School for Adults 
9:30am  Gathering Time, Reception Room 

10:30am Worship*, Church 
 

Wednesdays 

12:10 pm Mid-Week Worship*, Chapel   

*Eucharist at each service. 

The deadline for the next issue of the Parish News  

is 12 noon, Tuesday, August 15.  
To have an item included in the newsletter, please submit in writing  

to Diane Oliver or e-mail to doliver@ebenezerlutheran.org 

Monthly calendar of events 
on line at  

www.ebenezerlutheran.org  

OFFICERS  

Lois Park Mole, President 

Buddy Bateman, Vice President 
Phil Bingenheimer, Treasurer 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

We are a  congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
www.elca.org 


